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CHAPTER 1

THE MARRIAGE OF
PELEUS AND THETIS

*

For late between them rose z bitter strife
In Peleus’ hmils upon his wedding duy,
When Peleus took him an immortal wefe,
And there was bidden all the gods’ .array,
Save Discord only; yet she brought dismay,
b SR

¥ And cast an apple on the bridal board.
Andrew Lang
q Helen of Troy
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To the ancient Greeks  the Siege of Troy! was the
greatest and most important event in the Age of the
Heroes? — that age of wonder when the Immortals who dwelt
on Olympus?® and whom they worshipped as gods, mingled
with mankind and took a visible part in their affairs.

The fall of Troy marks the place where legend ends and
history begins; yet that great adventure had its beginnings
in the early myths of the making of the world: for the Tale
of Troy starts with the story of Prometheus.

Now Prometheus was a Titan4 a giant out of the
earliest ages of the world who was himself an Immortal,
and although he lacked the powers of Zeus, he could do
what even Zeus could not: he could foresee the future. Also
he had the power of love, which at first Zeus lacked, and
this love was given to humankind, to the poor mortals on
this earth whom he had helped to fashion.

In the days before man was made, so the old stories
said, Zeus fought and overthrew his own terrible father,
Cronos —a horrible ogre who swallowed his children in
case thcy should rebel against him. Prometheus helped
Zeus in this righteous war, and helped him also to make
Mankind to people the devastated earth. But then, out of
his great love, Prometheus disobeyed Zeus and stole fire
from Heaven as a gift to Man which should make him second
only to the Immortals.

In his rage Zeus chained Prometheus to the great Cau-
casus Mountains beyond the Black Sea. But Prometheus
then prophesied that Zeus would fall even as Cronos fell,
and that only he could save him — for he alone knew what
Zeus must do to avoid his doom.

. Zeus thr'eatened, bargained and begged, but all in vain.
Then, in his fear and fury he sent a terrible eagle to feed
day by day on the liver of the poor immortal Titan — thé
liver.that night.by night.must grow again. i Bus: Bustiiuniled
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this terrible torture Prometheus would not tell his secret.

Time passed, and Zeus began te learn mercy and love
through the suffering of the fear which was always before
him: for he knew that Prometheus could see the future truly,
and that nothing could change what he saw.

As Zeus began to kelp men on this earth, the Age of the
Heroes came, and Zeus married many mortal women, in spite
of the jealousy of Hera his Immortal wife.

The last of the mortal ehildren of Zeus was the greatest
of all the Heroes, Heracles the strongest man who ever lived.
And while Heracles was wandering about the earth per-
forming his Twelve Labours® and ridding it of many an evil
creature, Zeus sent him to- Caucasus to free Prometheus.
There were no conditions attached to this act of mercy, and
Promethecus went quicthy back to his work among the men
whom he loved.

But Heracles continmed with his great deeds, finishing
with the deed for which Zeus Bad caused him to be born,
which was to fight on the Immeortals’ side in the great war
with the Giants — which could not be won unless a martal
hcro was there to slay the Giants when the Immortals had
struck them down.

‘When that war was over, Zeus felt that for a while at
Teast he was free from care and might make merry with the
Immortals.

‘I will have no other mortal sons,’ he said, "for Heracles,
the hero who saved us from the Giants, must be the last of
these. But I have heard tell of a lovely sea-nymph called
Thetis: she shall be my bride, and: maybe we shall have a
daughter who will be the lovehest WwOoman ever seeén among
m s

~ So Zeus visited the caves of oceam, and found that
Thetrs was as lovely and as clever as he had heard, Then
he arranged for a great wedding feast, and bade all the Sther
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Immortals make ready for it::iAnd even jealous Hera was
so happy at that time that she did not try to prevent it, or to
bring any harin to Thetis as'shé had always tried to do where
the mortal wives of Zeus were concerned.’

Then suddenly the good Titan, Prometheus, came to
Zeus and said:

‘Great Zeus, though you treated me cruclly in the
beginuing I know that what you did was due to fear. 1
would not tell you how te avoid the certain danger which
threatened you: the danger of the son who would cast you
out® as you cast out Cronos, and rule in your place as you
ruled in his. No, though you sent your eagle to prey on me, I
would not speak. But you know well that the fufure, hid-
den even from you, is sometimes clear to me. Did I not
fyam you of the coming of the Giants, and that you would
only defeat them if there was a human Hero strong and
brave enough to fight on your side? That man was
Heracles, and the battle fell out as I prophesied.

Zeus bowed his head and answered:

‘Titan Prometheus, it is even as you say. In the begin-
ning I had no love for mortal men, and hated you for stealing
fire to give to them. As you say, I was cruel and merciless:
but I have ‘learnt through suffering, and I no longer hate
you, nor wish you ill, even though you know of the danger
which threatens me. To prove this, I sent my son the hero
Heracles to shoot the eagle and free you from your bonds,
leaving only the Ring on your finger in token of your suffer-
ings for mankind. I asked nothing of you in return for?
your freedom; and indeed I am glad and contented to see
you working again upon the earth for the noble race of
men.’ ’

‘Although I can see much of the future.” said Pro-
metheus, ‘I cannot see how the hearts of men and of Im-
mortals may change. Yours has changed, great Zeuss— and

8
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now I can speak to the merciful Father of gods and men,
and tell you of your danger and how to avert it. Listen
to the prophecy which I have known from the beginning:
“The son of Thetis shall be greater than his father.” So
small a matter, so easy a danger to éscape— yet it might
have proved the overthrow of great Zeus himself?

Then Zeus smiled, and uttered a great laugh of joy and
relicf: and the thunder rumbled, while the summer-lightning
flashed out of a clear sky.

‘I thank you, Titan Prometheus? he cried “Now once
again you are my friend and my helper ;. . We will marry
Thetis to a mortal husband, and their son shall be the last
of the Heroes. It is in my mind to cause the great and
glorious War of Troy that shall be famous to the end of
time. Famous too shall be the names of the Heroes who
fight at Troy; but with them the Age of the Heroes shail
end, and the Iron Agel® of ordinary men shall follow.’

The Hero chosen to be the husband of Thetis was Peleus
the Argonawmt!!, who had assisted Heracles and Telamon
to sack Troy, when King Laomedon refused to keep his
word!? by giving up his megic borses in. return for the
tescue of Hesione from the sea monster,

it chanced that Peleus killed his friend Eurytion by
mistake and in conseguence ‘was forced to leave his own
country. He went to live at lolcus where Acastus the
sor of Pelias was king; and there lived happily for some
time. «
Now Zeus brought it about that Quezn Astydamia fell

in love with him™, and begged him to run away with her.’
Peleus refused, he would not do anything so wicked and

dishonourable as o steal the wife of his friend. Astydamia.
was furious, and her love turned to such hatred that she
wished only to see Peleus dead. So she went to her hus-

band with a lying tale that Peleus had tried o -persuade -
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her to run away with him, and had threatened to carry
her off by force if she refused.

Naturally King Acastus was furious: he did not wish
to kill Peleus, who was his guest, but he decided to cause

his death. So he and his lords tock Peleus out huntiag
on Mount Pelion, and they propsed a contest to sece w10
could kill the most game!t that day.

Peleus was a skilful hunter, moreover he possessed a
magic sword, given to him by the Immortals in reward
for's his virtue, which made him always successful in the
chase and always victorious in battle. On this occasion,
as he suspected trickery, whenever he killed an animal,
he cut out its tongue which he put away in his pouch.

At the end of the hunt, Acastus and his followers
claimeg all the spoils as their own, and jeered at Peltus
for having killed nothing.

‘You have hunted well, said Peleus quietly, ‘but I
have hunted better: for I slew just as many animals as
I have tongues here in my pouch!’ And with that he
produced his spoils, and made Acastus and his friends Idok
thoroughly silly.

But it happened a little later in the day that Pelius
fell asleep, lying on the lonely mountainside, and Acasius
stole his sword and hid it in a pile of dirt. That done, he
and his friends went softly away?!$, leaving Peleus alone.

Evening came, and Peleus woke to find himself desert-
ed, unarmed and surrounded by the wild Centaurs!?, who
drew near to kill him. But one of them, Chiron the wise
who had trained Jason as a boy, came to his rescue, found
the sword and brought him in safety to his own cave.

There he taught Peleus many things, and finally in-
structed him how he should catch and hold the sea~nymph
Thetis, his destined bride.

Peleus did as he was instructed, lying in wait for her
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