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Foreword
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PR X CHEXERERHR) FF. RAXERIHAFL. BINAE
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Ji “international situation” , T X E f#JZ “international landscape” . W #H &%
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Serving His Country Half a World Away

Foreword to Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong’s Speeches by an Ambassador to America

A week ago, a letter arrived together with a package of manuscript. They were from my old
friend Wenzhong, a colleague from my days working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He asked
me to write the foreword to his upcoming book, Speeches by an Ambassador to America. It
immediately occurred to me that the two of us have so much in common. We have both given our
very best years to the foreign service of the motherland; we had both served as assistant foreign
minister, vice foreign minister and ambassador to the United States of America; and we both feel
proud as son of the Chinese people. What sets us apart is that he is better versed on economics,
being one of the very few Chinese diplomatic envoys who graduated from the University of
International Business and Economics, and I have been working hard to match his ability of
handling the economic diplomacy. The thought of these makes writing the foreword to his book a
“pleasant burden”.

It is a difficult job representing one’s country abroad as an ambassador, and more so
representing China in the only superpower of the world. Fortunately, my longtime colleague and
friend several years my junior was chosen for this difficult job. With his confidence on matters
big and meticulousness on matters small, Wenzhong carried out his arduous and honorable
mission over five years with distinction.

In fact, Wenzhong had spent half of his four-decade diplomatic career handling China’s
relations with the United States, having served as, among others, deputy consul general in San
Francisco, deputy director general of the Department of North American and Oceanian Affairs
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, consul general in Los Angeles, minister of the Chinese
Embassy in Washington, DC, and Ambassador to the United States. With footprints in almost all
states, he is a true “America-hand”. Under his stewardship as Ambassador to the United States
from 2005 to 2010, China-US relationship cleared various hurdles and steered the right course
through numerous events: US arms sales to Taiwan, the Olympic torch relay in America, March
14th incident in Tibet and July 5th incident in Xinjiang—just to name a few. With his country
and people in mind, he adhered to China’s positions and principles and safeguarded the rights,

interests and dignity of the nation. Believing in mutual benefit and win-win results, he strove to



ensure a normal, friendly and cooperative relationship between China and the United States and
maximum benefit for the people of the two countries. Speaking eloquently and directly to the
American people, he told stories about China, built understanding and trust, and made friends for
his country and his people.

This collection of Wenzhong’s speeches as Ambassador to the United States provides food for
thought for many people. For those in the foreign service, it offers refreshing ideas and useful
knowledge, and for those not in the foreign service, it inspires stronger love for the country,
deeper understanding of the hard-won China-US partnership and greater resolve and confidence
in building a better China and strengthening ties with neighbors and developing partners all over
the world.

Wenzhong also sees to it that the book is thoughtfully structured with readers in mind. Each
speech is preceded with a “playback” to brief readers on the background of the event and issues,
and followed with “language tips” to help readers review key words and expressions from the
speech and learn to use them. In the speeches, Wenzhong talked to the American audience with
pride and dignity about China’s long history and achievements of the reforms and opening-
up efforts. He was confident but not complacent, always reminding himself and the audience
of China being a developing country with the biggest population and a per capita GDP ranking
around the hundredth place. He was firm and sincere, always the patient and mild-mannered
senior career diplomat who based his reasoning on facts. He tirelessly recounted the past,
analyzed the present and envisioned the future of China-US relationship, calling on both countries
to shelve their differences in ideology, values, history and heritage, strive to expand common
points and engage in mutually beneficial cooperation, and join hands with all other countries to
build a better world.

It is known to all that Americans emphasize public speaking capability. Every American
politician has had a “silver tongue” since his or her younger days, and every US president had
been already a captivating orator before being elected. Therefore, a foreign diplomat in the
United States unable to speak eloquently in public would be considered “next to crippled” in his
job. Fortunately for Wenzhong, his experience in the early years of his diplomatic career as an
interpreter for top Chinese leaders gave him the opportunity to observe how the elder generation
of leaders talk in the language of the general public, imprinted in his mind the rules of rejecting
clichés and factual errors, and prepared him to be an eloquent and pleasant communicator in both
languages.

Readers who are interested in improving English language skills will appreciate the book’s
unadorned yet dignified style, matching the name of the author, Wenzhong, meaning “words carrying

weight”. The English version of the speeches is noted for its accurate choice of words, which is worth



savoring. For example, while I usually use the expression “international situation” when referring to
the developments in the world, Wenzhong’s version is “international landscape”. Both are accurate
translations but “landscape” projects a more powerful image—why wouldn’t state-to-state relations be
a fascinating landscape? Another example is the translation of “low cost goods”. I have heard people
say “cheap products” and found it inappropriate as “cheap” has a certain derogative connotation of
“inferior quality”’. The word “inexpensive” used in the same context in this book is more accurate and
appropriate.

I like this collection of speeches. It embodies the author’s painstaking efforts to serve his
country half a world away. It is easy to read and worthwhile. It is a useful reference to those who
are ready to be part of the grand cause of safeguarding peace and friendship and promoting win-

win cooperation.

L i Zhaoxing
December 1, 2012
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Promote Exchanges, Mutual
Learning and Win-win
Cooperation

Speech at China-US University
Presidents Forum
Seattle, June 1, 2005
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Dr. Feng Jun,

Dr. Da Hsuan Feng,

Director General Cao Guoxing,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by expressing my heartfelt
thanks to you all for attending the China-
US University Presidents Forum (1) .Itis
indeed a great pleasure to be here in Seattle
and meet such a distinguished group of
presidents of universities across the Pacific.

As an important part of the bilateral
relationship, the educational exchanges
and cooperation between China and the
United States are of major significance to
greater mutual understanding and friendship
between the peoples of our two countries.

In recent years, thanks to the joint efforts of both sides,

China-US educational exchanges have been growing fast(2) .
By the year 2003, more than 300,000 Chinese students and

scholars have studied in the United States, and now over

10,000 American students study in China’s mainland every

year and the number is growing .



Nowadays, delegations from depart-
ments of education of both countries come
back and forth across the Pacific each year
and the university-to-university exchanges
are booming. Language is a medium for
communication. The Chinese language
teaching is making headway in the United
States, with the Chinese language added to
the AP program by the US College Board in
December 2003 and the Confucius Institute
established at the University of Maryland in
November 2004. Meanwhile, in China,
you can easily find American teachers
teaching English even in the west part of
the country.

Past experience shows that exchanges
and cooperaticn in education serve as a
bridge between Chinese and American
peoples and an effective way to promote the
overall China-US relations. I am confident
that our two countries will make greater
achievements in this field in the years to
come.

Now, if I may, I would like to share
with you the following four points about
China-US relations:

First, it is fair to say that China-US

w4, HEREFHIIRRAGFRE
FRPERE, RERBLREDKE.
BERXMMIA. £ESHELT @,
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relationship is one of the most important bilateral relationships in the world. It is important

because the United States is the biggest developed country in the world and China is the biggest

developing country in the world; the two countries have between them a population of about 1.6

billion; and both countries are permanent members of the United Nations Security Council.

I remember when I presented my credentials to President Bush last Thursday, the President

told me that China was a great country and that US-China relationship was very important. He also

said that he and the US government attached importance to developing US-China relations and that

many things in the world required good cooperation between the United States and China.
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Since the establishment of diplomatic
ties in 1979, our two governments and
our two peoples have worked together,
overcome various difficulties and made
historic progress. More important, our
common interests have been growing over
the years and more and more people have
come to recognize the importance of China-
US relationship and committed themselves
to making this relationship stronger and
better.

When we look back, we can clearly
see that our cooperation covers a wide
range of areas, from combating terrorism
to preventing the spread of weapons of
mass destruction, from fighting organized
crimes to meeting challenges from
nontraditional security threats (3) . When
I look ahead, I feel even more strongly
that China and the United States should
stick to the constructive and cooperative
relationship (4) .

A sound and stable China-US rela-

tionship is in the fundamental interest of our two countries and peoples, and crucial to the

peace, stability and prosperity of the world. China and the United States can do a lot together in

many areas and make our world a better place.

Some people in the United States have misunderstandings about China’s development for

one reason or another. Some even assert that China’s development will surely lead to military

expansion, that China is on a collision course with the United States, and that China will be a

threat to US interests.



