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In the Qing dynasty, all emperors paid special attention to summarizing their history and experience of adminis-
tration, on which books were compiled and periodically revised. This system was observed by the whole country.
Except for the daily records and biographies of emperors and a few others that were not authorized for distri-
bution, the rest was printed and distributed throughout the country by the Compilation Office of the Hall of
Martial Valor.

Zi originally referred to books prior to the Qin dynasty (before 221 BCE) and in modern times refers broadly to
the fields of philosophy; science and technology. During the Qing dynasty, the compilation of scientific and tech-
nological books was significant. Books on literature and the arts also played an important part in Palace Editions.
Most Qing emperors were highly accomplished in belles-lettres. Palace Editions include many works of emperors
themselves, for example books named with royal collections of poetry and essays, imperial compilations, impe-
rial selections, imperial annotations and commentaries, imperial edicts and commandments. The latter ones were
usually compiled by academicians and examined by emperors to reflect the court’s principle of “Observing the

ancients and encouraging book compilation and reading”.

A reprint series is created when two or more books are printed together and renamed. Collection of Ancient and
Present Books (Gujin tushu jicheng), a large-scale collectanea, is abundant in content. Many books, articles, or
whole sections were included. Therefore, many rare books of the Song, Yuan (1271-1368) and Ming (1368-1644)
dynasties were preserved and transmitted in this way. A classified book is created when the contents of many
books are classified and listed together, not unlike a modern encyclopedia. The Qing dynasty saw the height of

the compilation of classified books.

Among books of past dynasties, those printed in the Hall of Martial Valor were the finest editions with the most
luxurious decorations. They were first-class works with unique materials, elegant format designs and quality

bindings, and stand out with marked and strong imperial features.
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PREFACE

When the Manchu established the Qing dynasty (1644-1911), the rulers unified China via military accom-
plishments but depended upon literary achievements to shine through the ages. One of the primary reasons
for the Qing to promote Chinese culture to a full bloom is the stress on culture and education. The evidence is

in the vast number of publications produced by the Qing court.

After the Qing dynasty was settled in Beijing, the precious books and records of the Ming court were kept
intact by the Qing court, which was starting to set up a central printing institution. Early in the Kangxi period
(1662-1722), the Compilation Office of the Hall of Martial Valor (Wuying dian) was formally established to
compile, print, bind and embellish books. Noted for their great quantity, high quality and fine craftsmanship,
the books printed in the Compilation Office were close to perfection. As the Office was located in the imperial
palace, the books printed there were known as “Palace Editions”. The Palace Museum has the largest collec-
tion of Palace Editions. These books represent the high printing level of Qing imperial publications. A great
number of the excellent books that were compiled and printed there served as a guide for official and private
publishing as well as for literary circles. Therefore, the Compilation Office played a vital role in spreading and
guiding social thought and cultural development in the Qing dynasty. It was the emperor himself who decided
the books’ content, print run, binding format, decorative techniques, distribution, reprints, and even the
rewards and punishments for compilers and the woodblock carvers. This situation reflects the fact that Qing
publications had much to do with the ideology and taste of the Qing emperor and his courtiers; the close

relationship between publishing and ideology became a marked feature of Palace Editions.

This catalogue focuses on the development of printing in the Hall of Martial Valor through a careful selection
of Palace Editions in four sections based on the traditional categories of book collecting: “Classics", "History",
"Science, Technology and Belles-lettres", and “Collectanea.” Classics and histories were the most important as
they served as guides for government administration. Since the Kangxi reign, the Confucian classics of “the
Five Classics and the Four Books” from before the Qin dynasty (221-206 BCE) and the works of the Song dy-
nasty (960-1279) scholars Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi and Ming dynasty were collated, printed and studied without
interruption. Shortly after his enthronement, the Kangxi Emperor adopted the custom of previous dynasties

and began the practice of daily discussion of classics. He ordered his ministers to assemble the best essays and

to summarize them into books for public release.




