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.' 1. Learn to write and talk about college life as a freshman

1

I 2. LLearn to have a discussion on worries and concerns in college life
i

!

i

i

1

3. Recognize the style of the text—exposition
4, Understand and use the key expressions which appear in the text

Talk about your holiday.
1. Use the following sentence patterns to talk about your holidays.

A: Everyone knows that...

B: Once you...
C: ...is not as easy as...



D: The most... is...

2. Work in pairs and talk to each other about how you spend your money in your holidays.

Pre-reading questions:

1. Do you buy gifts for your family members or friends during holidays? Why?

2. Can you keep your cheer intact during and after holidays? Why?

Keeping You and Your Pockets Happy

splurge [spla:d3] w. & vi. éL\
b (4%); #3 (4R), &F

dough [dou] n. [ £12] 4%,
ey

intact [in'tzkt] adj. TEL
Bty REMHE; KT
AR 15 84

agree on X BUF—EH
L

make sense A &3L; #HIF
d; TXAHE
agreeto Fl&; #%; AE

Financial experts offer practical tips on how to enjoy the season

without splurging the dough.

By Cleofe Maceda, Staff Reporter

During this time of economic difficulty, it is wise to keep
wallets in check when giving gifts and celebrating special occasions.

Financial experts have shared some practical tips on how you
can keep your cheer intact during and after the holidays.

Gifts

Get your family members and friends to agree on a price limit
and stick to it. Everyone will love the idea, considering that many
people struggle at Christmas. Those with more cash to burn don’t
have to follow this, but it makes sense for them, too. Buying presents
this way often forces people to be a bit more creative.

You can also form a group and call it “Secret Santa” and set the
price limit for gifts. Drop the names of the group members into a hat
and let each person draw one so they know who they are buying gifts
for. Everyone will get one present only from the group and each
member of the group buys only one present.

If you don’t like setting a price limit, you can get your family to
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agree to limit the number of gifts each person buys. Using the
“Secret Santa” technique, each family member buys for just one
family member, so everyone still gets one gift.

But to ensure your presents won’t go to waste, ask your loved
ones to suggest possible gifts and buy something from the list that’s
within your budget.

For gift tags, use your creativity to recycle old Christmas cards.
It won’t hurt to re-use last year’s ribbons, too.

Christmas meals

Go to venues that offer meals inclusive of drinks and where
patrons are dressed splendidly for the occasion to get into the festive
mood. People usually pay their own at such events, which saves a
cost burden for someone else.

If you insist on hosting your own party, do it in your own home
or in a communal area of your apartment to save costs and ask

.everyone to bring a dish, something to drink or a present for people

at the table so everyone gets something. You can also have a friend
pass a hat for the collection of money for the hosts. People are
generally happy to contribute or share the cost of a party.

To bring the costs down, you can organise a brunch instead of
the traditional Christmas dinner. Brunch menus can include inexpensive
dishes consisting of eggs and vegetables instead of meat. Also, try
serving mixed drinks.

For a more fun get-together, take your guests to free or
inexpensive local venues such as the beach or the desert, where
activities are the focal point, not shopping or dining.

Dress for the occasion

Buying a new outfit in Dubai can be expensive, so if you want
to look your best in more than one occasion and risk meeting the
same people again, use colour to accessorize or change your getup
for less amount of money.

For men, anyone with two different coloured bow ties will not

-

tag [teg] n. A%
ribbon ['riban] n. ( £45
FARALRFAR ) S,

venue ['venju:] n. H A
& BhpET, A
patron ['peitron] n. # B4
A IHE RYPA; BE
getinto A FAN; F L

JRF
festive ['festiv] adj. ( F3K)
TR, EHTPAHY
communal [komjunal] a. 2~

R, ik

brunch [brantf] n. FF%&
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décor [dei'koir]  FEAh
stuff [staf] v. 3 A

tinsel ['tinsal] 7. (EAHRats,
HIMEN ) (£4) 4,
2Rk (K], ARGFIE

bauble [ba:bl] n. & A4H
uuu» ‘J‘;;Li:

trinket ['tripkit] n. < E A
o, M 4BIR

celebration [selibreifan] n. &

2 /

look the same twice and it’s easy to get a waist-coat made to change
the look of the suit. Some people have been getting away with their
dinner jacket for more than 10 years.

Your dress doesn’t have to be brand new in order to look good.
Go through your wardrobe and try to mix and match some pieces.
Check out the sales racks. You would be surprised to see that there
are cool outfits and accessories buried somewhere for half the price.

Holiday décor

Get creative by making your own stuffed santas, stocking,
snowmen, tinsel and baubles and other trinkets.

It can be fun and something children often enjoy. See what
you can recycle from last year’s decorations. Christmas cards can
be expensive to buy in the shop, so try making your own to save

money and give a more personal touch to the celebrations.

==y (642 words)

I. Listen to the following passage twice and fill in the blanks with what you hear.
1. is the most important holiday in China. People take weeks of holiday time from

work to prepare for and celebrate the New Year. A lot of effort and 2.
the New Year celebration festive. 3.

Red is the favorite color amongst Chinese people. Red 4.

away 5.

goes into making
and tradition play a great role in the celebration.

fire which legend says drives

and bad luck. People dress in red, decorate with red and children are even
given red envelopes of “lucky” money. 6.

light up the night sky and tradition say it is to

help ward away evil spirits. Live blooming plants represent rebirth and new growth. Mounds of
oranges and tangerines are typically given as gifts when visiting family during the 7.

I1. Listen to the foliowing passage twice and choose the best answer to each question.
1. The traditional Chinese holidays
A. are an extremely important part of Chinese culture
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B. are originated from Chinese mythology and folklore tales
C. are associated with ancient farmer rituals
D. are for celebrating harvests or prayer offerings
2. The most important Chinese holiday is
A. the Lantern Festival B. the Mid-Autumn Festival

C. the Spring Festival D. the Double Ninth Festival
3. In the past, when the Chinese people used , the Spring Festival was known as the
New Year.
A. the Julian calendar B. the Gregorian calendar
C. the Islamic calendar D. the lunar calendar

4. To distinguish the lunar New Year from the New Year by the Gregorian calendar, the lunar

New Year was called (which generally falls between the period of
January and mid-February).
A. the New Year; last 10-day B. the Spring Festival; last 10-day
C. the Chinese New Year; first 10-day D. the Spring Festival; first 10-day
5. The evening before the Spring Festival, the New Year’s Eve, is an important time
for
A. lunar; a sumptuous dinner B. lunar; pleasant talk and games
C. lunar; family reunions D. Gregorian; pleasant talk and games

axt Comprehension

. Answer the following questions.

. What is the passage mainly about?

. In how many aspects do the financial experts offer practical tips? What are they?
. How can you keep your cheer intact during and after the holidays?

. If you don’t like setting a price limit when buying gifts for your family, what can 'you do?

wm AW N = -

. How can you ensure your presents won’t go to waste?

II. Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F) or not
mentioned in the text (NM).

1. Financial experts offer some useful tips on how to enjoy the holiday. ( )

2. Some people’s feelings of happiness are damaged during and after holidays. ()
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3. Buying gifts with a price limit can often make people spend more cash. ()
4. The “Secret Santa” technique makes each family member get at least one gift. ()
5. You could find some cool outfits and accessories on the sales racks for half the price. ()

II1. Explain in your own words the following sentences taken from the text.
1. ...it is wise to keep your wallets in check...

2. ...how cdan you keep your cheer intact...

3. ...many people struggle at Christmas...

4. ...anyone with two different colored bow ties will not look the same twice...

5. See what you can recycle from last year’s decorations.

%cabulary Exercises

I. Match the words with their definitions.

() intact 1. spend extravagantly

() focal 2. money

() stuff 3. not damaged

() festive 4. giving information about something

() venue 5. the place where an event or meeting is held

() dough 6. relating to a period of celebration

() communal 7. shared or done by all members of a community

() brunch 8. relating to a focus

( )tag 9. a late morning meal eaten instead of breakfast and lunch
() splurge 10. fill a container or space tightly with something

I1. Choose a word or phrase that best completes the following sentences.

focal get into celebration communal
festive splurge intact consist of



