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The words of grammar — Parts of speech
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Be present simple Bed)—RzIL#EET

In the present simple, the verb be has three forms: am, is, are.

Affirmative

Full form Short form

lam I'm

You are You're

He/She/ltis He's / She's / It's

We /You /They are We're / You're / They're

In spoken language and in informal written language, the form most commonly used is the short
form. You can use it when the subject is a pronoun, a singular noun or a proper noun.

I'm sorry I'm late.

Simon’s away from school today. He’s ill.

Negative

Full form Short form

| am not I'm not

You are not You aren’t

He / She/ It is not He/She/ltisn't

We /You / They are not We /You /They aren't

Full negative form: Subject (noun or pronoun) + am / is / are + not
We are not ready yet!

The short forms commonly used in spoken language are You’re not, He’s not, She’s not, It’s not,
We’re not, You're not, They’re not.

Interrogative Negative questions
Aml...? Amlnot...?/Aren'tl...?
Areyou...? Aren'tyou...?
Ishe/she/it...? Isnt he/she/it...?

Are we /you / they...? Aren’'t we /you/ they...?

Questions are formed by swapping the positions of the subject and the verb:
Am / Is / Are + subject (noun or pronoun)

Is your brother at college? Are the students nice?

Short answers are formed with:
Yes, / No, + subject pronoun + verb be (affirmative or negative)
The short form is never used in short affirmative answers.
Aren't you tired?’ ‘Yes, | am. (not: ¥es+m.)
Are your parents at work?’ ‘No, they aren't!

Wh- questions are formed with: Question word + am / is / are + subject (noun or pronoun)
What'’s your name? When'’s your birthday?

Where are you from? (also possible: Where'e ...)

Which is your car? (not possible: Whieh's ...)



1.1

1.2

1.3
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EXERCISES %>

Complete the sentences with am, is or are.

1 Carlotta ....Is.... my mother’s name.

2 My best friend ... a girl called Saffy.
3 You ... a great person!

4 Tt important to have good friends.

5 Peter’s aunt and uncle .......... in London this week.

6T Sammy’s cousin.

Rewrite the sentences using the negative form.

1 Jessica’s Conrad’s new girlfriend.

2 My grandparents are very old.

3 It’s fun to hang out with my brothers.
4 My mum’s a brilliant cook!

5 Terry’s grandmother is 99!

6 They're sorry about the argument.

Be present simple

Use the words to write questions with am, is, are. Then complete the short answers.

1 your/son/ a teenager
Isyoursonateenager? ...

2 1/ your best friend

R
T
e
6 it/ important / to be kind to your friends

Leo

Andrew Ella

Olivia Anna Stephen
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Be present simple Ben)—fix¥l 7+
Usage and idiosions HiEIERE

A The verb be indicates the existence of something, a state of being, whether it is permanent or
temporary. You use it to:

* introduce yourself and say your profession
My name’s Rob Nolan. I'm a sales rep.

* introduce another person
This is Tina. She’s my neighbour.

* identify someone or something

‘Who’s that?’ It's my friend Tom.
‘What’s this?’ ‘It's a nutcracker.

* ask and give personal information (age, nationality, address, telephone number, birthday...)

‘How old are you?’ ‘I'm 18 (years old).
‘What’s your mobile phone number?’‘It's 334 9987652.

e talk about physical and health conditions

Are you hungry?’ ‘Yes, I'm starving!’

‘How are you?’ I'm fine, thanks. And you?’ ‘I'm not very well, I'm afraid.
* express feelings

‘Are you happy to be here? ‘Yes, I'm very happy!’
I'm so sorry!

* indicate the characteristics of someone or something (height, personality, colour, dimension...)

He’s a very lively child.
Tim’s very tall; he's 1.95m.
It’s a large room. The curtains and the carpet are light blue.

* ask or say where someone or something is

‘Where’s Peter?’ ‘He’s in the kitchen, | think.
Your pen’s on the desk.

The verb be is usually followed by a noun (I’m Laura), an adjective (I’'m happy), an adverb (’'m
here), a noun phrase (She’s a good student), or a prepositional phrase (It’s in the kitchen).

B Note the following expressions with the verb be.

I'm cold /warm / hot.

I'm hungry/ thirsty / sleepy.
I'm afraid / ashamed.
You're right /wrong.

He’s in a hurry.

She’s seven years old.

C The verb be in the present simple is also used as an auxiliary:
* in the present continuous, followed by another verb in the -ing form (see p. 38)
‘What are you doing?’ I'm trying to get in!
* in the passive form, followed by another verb in the past participle (see p. 166)
The film is directed by Steven Spielberg.

14



