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ABOUT THE BOOK

This is the fourth book in the A Listening Course series. It has four sections in each of the 16
units: Tactics for Listening, Listening Comprehension, News, and Supplementary Exercises.

HOW TO USE THE BOOK

Tactics for Listening
Building on the skills developed in the earlier books in the series, Book Four presents a chal-
lenging exercise for learners: LISTENING AND TRANSLATION.

The exercise is for integrated listening skills training with the focus on the global under-
standing of the sentences. The exercise is graded — from simple, short sentences to complex,
long ones.

There are several listening strategies needed for this exercise. First, of course, is the
knowledge of vocabulary and background information about the topic. There are not many
new words in this exercise, but the students should make sure they know these words well.
The teacher should also explain the meaning of the new words if they find any and provide
background information if necessary. Second, the students should be able to understand the
structure of the sentences. Sometimes in a long, complex sentence, the students cannot dis-
tinguish the main clause from the subordinate sentence, or cannot tell what the subject of the
sentence is, what the main verb is, or what the adverbial phrase is. Thus they misunderstand
the meaning of the sentence. The students may take notes if necessary. .

Listening Comprehension

LISTENING COMPREHENSION contains different types of llstemng materials — dia-
logues, passages and news. Exercises are designed for different purposes, such as listening for
gist 1dent1fy1ng specxﬁc mformatlon, listening for factual detauls, and making inferences.



Therefore, in a listening class there should be a kind of tune-in exercise so that the stu-
dents know what to expect. This kind of preparatory work is generally described as
PRE-LISTENING.

The discussion of the PRE-LISTENING question can elicit preparatory reading and dis-
cussion from the students. Students can use various sources to get the information needed for
the discussion. Information-sharing is helpful in language learning.

In SENTENCE DICTATION, the students are required to write down sentences taken
from the passage. This serves as both note-taking exercise and short-term memory training. It
also gives the students some clues about the passage. Understanding the meaning of the sen-
tences is key to understanding the passage. So the teacher should give some explanations if the
students have difficulty understanding these sentences.

As the students should be at an upper-intermediate level at this stage, a wider range of
topics and types of listening materials are provided, including topics of general interest and sci-
entific descriptions.

One of the underlying ideas of this book is that listening is an active process, which em-
ploys a variety of active “strategies,” such as predicting, using the known to understand the
unknown, inferring, distinguishing the important information from the unimportant, etc. Ac-
tually, these are strategies students always use in their native language environment, and now
they have to learn to use them in their second language listening.

The AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION is also very important. In this part, there are
usually two questions. One is related to the material the students have heard, the other asks
about students” own experiences or opinions.

As we see, listening is an integral part of language learning and a crucial way of getting
information. The AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION provides a valuable opportunity for
students to use English to express what they have learned from the material, as well as their
own experiences and opinions.

The teacher may ask the students to go over these questions before class.

News

In this section, the students will listen to news on various subjects — from politics and the
economy, to culture and science. One big barrier to understanding news is students’ lack of
background knowledge of the news. Therefore, we suggest that students read newspapers and
become more familiar with the world’s hot issues and current events. We also provide the stu-
dents with necessary background mformauon and unportant Vocabulary that Ip th
understand the news s : Ry ' :




Supplementary Exercises
This section contains a feature news report and a more difficult passage, which are designed

to challenge the students’ listening comprehension. This section may also be used as an after-
class exercise.

Shi Xinyuan
General Editor
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Directions: Listen to some sentences and translate them into Chinese. You will hear

each sentence only once.



Listening Comprehension

ﬁ ______________________________ Social Grouping

" VOCABULARY

solitary /'solitary/ adj. living without others; alone
termite /'tsxmart/ n. L

carnivore /'’kamnivoy/ n. aflesh-eating animal

cheetah /'tfists/ n. &%

pride /praid/ n. a group (of lions)

orangutan /ourenuiten/ n. IR

unimale /‘junmerl/ adj. RA— MR

harem /‘hariny/ n. [BEA 418 LA —HER —BEMEEESH )
chimp /tfmp/ n. GEW) BIEE

Directions: Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to complete each of the
following statements.
1. In terms of social grouping, animals usually live in ... ways.
A two B. three (. four D. five
2, Solitary animals get together when ... :

A. they look for food B. they are in danger
(. they mate D. they need assistance

3. A pride of lions would have perhaps ............... .

A. one or two males, a couple of females, and then the cubs
B. one or two males, a dozen females, and then the cubs

(. two or three males, a couple of females, and then the cubs
D. two or three males, a dozen females, and then the cubs

4. live in very big and complicated social groups.

A. Lions B. Cheetahs (. Chimpanzees D. Gorillas

2 | Listening Course (4)



The baby orangutans will stay with the mother several years because ... .

A. they need to learn how to form a group

B. they need to learn how to survive

€. they need to learn how to recognize the signs of the forest
D. they need to learn how to build shelters

Orangutans are solitary because ................ .

A. it’s hard for them to bring up their young in a group
B. it’s hard for them to find mates in a group

€. it’s hard for them to find food in a group

D. it’s hard for them to find shelters in a group

In a unimale gorilla group, the one male in the group ... ;

A. has got silky fur on his back B. has got silvery fur on his back
€. has got slippery fur on his back D. has got snow-white fur on his back

Many mammals and insects are very social except ... :
A. most cats B. most apes
€. bees and wasps D. ants and termites

BACKGROUNDEINEORMATION

community college  Community colleges are two-year post-secondary institutions
that offer certificate programs, Associate of Arts degrees, Associate of Science de- §
grees, plus many other programs. According to the latest statistics from the Ameri-
can Association of Community Colleges (AACC), there are 1,166 community col-
leges in the United States.

K-8 kindergarten through grade eight

bty

Elementary education begins generally at the age of five or six and lasts from six to
eight years. In much of the United States a year of kindergarten often precedes the
first grade of the 8-year elementary course.

associate degree A US associate degree is a two-year degree given by two types of
colleges: community colleges offering associate degree programs are operated by
the local government and are financed by public funds; US junior colleges offering
associate degree programs are generally privately run.

Unit 1



