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Abstract

The year 2012 was the U. S. general election season. the incumbent President
Barack Obama defeated Republican candidate Mitt Romney and got reelected
successfully. Meanwhile, the divided politics with Republican majority in the House
and Democratic majority in the Senate since 2010 midterm election continued.

Looking into the future domestic and foreign policy in the second term of the
Obama administration, the core challenges facing the U. S. will mainly come from
the domestic issues. First of all, the economic situation including weak economic
growth, high unemployment and large budget deficit still plagues the country and
dissatisfies the people. After the Obama reelection, American people are full
expectations that the President could make great difference on the economic, social
and other issues so as to lead the U. S. out of the decline trend.

Secondly, polarization and partisanship of the U. S. Politics deeply worsened
during this election. Although won by nearly 50% on the electoral vote, Obama
only lead Romney by 2. 5% on the popular vote.

Thirdly, the reelected Obama faces a series of thorny domestic issues, such as
fiscal cliff, debt ceiling, gun control and immigration reform, which will cost Obama
lots of time and effort to negotiate with the Republican House. Meantime,
Republicans take this opportunity to lock the President in stalemate.

In the field of foreign policy, Obama administration trends to have more
continuity than change. Looking back on the first term, with the U. S. perspective,
it seemed that the foreign affairs were better than the domestic issues. In condition of
the U.S. weak overall strength and complex international affairs, Obama did
maintain the hegemony of the U.S. more effectively with the so—called “ Smart
Power” diplomacy , which has been generally approved among the U. S. strategic
community.

In the Asia Pacific region, the U. S. rebalancing strategy will likely become the

persistent logic for the future U. S. strategic resource allocation.
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In the Middle East region, the issues such as the spread of “Arab Spring”, the
Palestine-Israel peace process, the U. S. -Israel relations and the Iran-Syria relations,
will influence prominently. Though the policy agenda on the Syria-Iran issues is in
heated dispute of the U. S. strategic community, Obama is unlikely to take action to
jeopardize his legacy, which means that the U. S. will seek to negotiate with Iran in
order to keep the situation under the control and to avoid the involvement in large-
scale confrontation and conflict.

On the counter-terrorism issue, the Obama administration will accelerate the
withdrawal from Afghanistan, while continuing to take the Middle East, Afghanistan
and Pakistan as counter-terrorism priorities and to pay highly attention to the
proliferation of terrorism to neighbor regions such as Sub-Saharan Africa with low-key
approach including special forces and UAV.

For the relations with Europe, the Obama administration will continue to
maintain a positive cooperation, which will mainly focus on Iran, the Middle East,
finance, FTA and environmental protection. It should be emphasized that the U. S. -
Russian relations would not develop smoothly.

For the relations with Latin America, though the Obama administration will
continue to release more positive words and statements, compare with other regions,
Latin America will remain marginalized in the U. S. diplomacy agenda. At the same
time, the leadership succession of Venezuela and Cuba will make the Obama
administration turn the focus into this region.

The Sino-U. S. relations during the Obama’s first term have shown complex
features. On one hand, the bilateral relations have maintained general stability and
cooperated effectively through high-level visits, increasing degree of mechanism,
closer economic and cultural exchanges during the global financial crisis. On the other
hand, especially since 2010, the bilateral relations have shown various contradictions,
such as high-frequent friction, deepening strategic mutual distrust and significantly
increasing competition.

Generally, U. S. believes that China’s development is no longer a common rise,
but rather in the catch-up phase of the United States. With its defensive psychology
significantly increased, the U. S. trends to intensify the intervention around China.
In the next four years, with the continuing rapid increase of China’s comprehensive

national strength, the gap between the two countries will fast decrease. How to deal

004



Abstract ‘ ;l

with China’s rise will continue to be an important test in Obama’s China policy-
making which shows the following trends: (1) the importance of the China policy in
the U. S. foreign agenda will strengthen; (2) the strategic position of China will
swing between the “adversary” and “partner”; (3) China policy will keep close
interaction with the Asia-Pacific policy; (4) economic, trade and security issues will
get more attention in this bilateral relations.

The future Sino-U. S. relations will likely continue to share overall basic stability
with low-intensity competition. The fundamental way to the healthy development of

the bilateral relations is to build a new type relations of major powers.
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