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EXPLANATORY NOTES

A. Sources

a) These two volumes consist of 1195 designs, which are derived mainly from
materials and art objects such as pottery, porcelain, bronze, jade, lacquer, gold,
silver, textiles, paintings, sculptures and architecture.

b) Each design has been traced and drawn to recapture its original beauty, except
some bronzes and stone slabs that are shown as original rubbings in order to
emphasise their special beauty.

c) If the rubbing is unclear, a line drawing has been added.

. Illustrations

a) Full colour pages: these photographs show appropriate examples of the colora-
tion style of each period.

b) Monochrome pages: these are divided thematically into six basic units, each
of which is subdivided into more detailed classifications. Names impossible to
classify are under the term ‘‘general’’. Designs are arranged according to their
structure, with square and free-style designs placed first, followed by round
designs, and finally designs on vessels of other shapes. Within each type of shape,
the order is chronological. Any exceptions are due to demands of decorative
style or printing.

. Captions

a) The designs are numbered, titled, dated, measured, and identified in ferms of
unearthed date, location and preserved place. Chinese and English are used
in both the title and description, which appears at the foot of each page or on
the following page. The original design sources and reference information are
added below the description.

1. Standard format of a caption: Illustration serial number, title, date, measure-
ment, unearthed date and place, and preserved place.

Example: 1-574 Blue and white gourd vase with floral design. Yuan dynasty
(14th century). H:60.5cm. Topkapi Saray Museum, Istanbul. (TKS
15\1471).

2. Multiple captions: Where a caption covers more than one illustration, that
part of the caption which is shared in common by every illustration shown
is placed at the end, while the front part of the caption applies to each separate
illustration in turn, in this way undue repetition is avoided.

Format: Illustration number (a), main theme (a). number (b), main theme

(b): source object, location, period, size, museum.

Example: IV-107b, 111 Sacrificial ceremony to the river God. IV-108 b, c,
d, 109c, 110b Fishing. IV-113 Ship ornament: Bronze drum. War-
ring States to Han dynasty. unearthed at Yinnan, Kweichou,
Kwanghsi Province.

b) The designs are classified and numbered in the same method as Vol. 1 & 2.
When the number is divided into (a), (b), and (c), this means that the same
design is shown in different views, or detail.

¢) The title is written in the following order: technique, shape and design.

d) Measurements are abbreviated as follows:

H: Height; L: Length; W: Width; D: Diameter.

Positions are abbreviated as follows:

A: All; M: Mouth; B: Breast; F: Foot.

e) The number behind the museum name is the original classified number from
the museum.

. Names and place names are translated according to the Mathews' Chinese English

Dictionary. Where alternative spellings are offered by Mathews, only one is adopted
throughout to avoid confusion.

E. The chart of Chinese dynasties and periods is based on that given in The Art of



China by Michael Sullivan, supplemented slightly by the chronological table in
Chinese Ornament by Jessica Rawson.

. Use of the Index: more than one thematic motif may be involved in the designs
in each unit, so for ease of locating similar motifs in other units a cross reference
index is appended at the back of the book.
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Stoneware jar decorated in Fa-hua with
lotus, crane ornament, Ch'ien-lung
ware, National Palace Museum.
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M-147 HHRAKELERAEEHRSBES: TR 18, DBEMHER, athh, bigiEE. [-148 FHHREHESHSE
BAC BB, 2IEXXEHRRAR, B4, [1-149 HHRBEZSEEAESREMN: FAE LA, University Museum, University

of Pennsylvania, a:¥h 5, b:igfEE.,
(&) MBEZEx, BHERKERIAEONTE, F)I5LCHE, (986, H232-33, [@6-101,6-107,6-110,
(2) t@EnkE, BAEREOENGRS, REMTRELE, 1984FEI8, MAE. REE, [RAFHESHE LRLRIBRH

K, EEHBE, 1984F3A,

I11-147 Bronze ritual vessel (ku-shaped ts'un) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IB. (a)rubbing, (b)line
drawing. Hakuturu Art Museum, Kobe, Japan. III-148 Bronze ritual vessel (ku) with design of phoenix. Late Shang
period II. Kurokawa Ancient Culture Research Institute, Japan. III-149 Bronze ritual vessel (chih-shaped ts'un) with
design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIA. University Museum, University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A. (a)rubbing,

(b)line drawing.
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III-151b

M-150 HFRERFRBEEH: TERE I A, Lucy Maud Buckingham Collection of Archaic Chinese Bronzes, Art Institute of
Chicago, [I-151 HEFIREREBEEN: ®EEAL, PAHRERBIELETHL, aifHE, bRk,

(F) MBEEX, FHERRERBLHROMT, T)I5LCEE, 1986, H218-19, HE6-1,6-8,

(£) Waterbury, Florence, Bird Deities in China, Ascona, 1952.

II-150 Bronze ritual vessel (kuei) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IA. Lucy Maud Buckingham Col-
lection of Archaic Chinese Bronzes, Art Institute of Chicago. III-151 Bronze ritual vessel (yu) with design of phoenix.
Western Chou dynasty II. Unearthed at Lingyuan, Jehol Province. (a)line drawing, (b)rubbing.
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M-152 FMEWH: B@E 1A LisEyER. 1-153 FHEWHC BE 18, WFXWER, BA M-154 FESE
Wi BANB,  1-155 FMFELHME: Byl FLEILSEMEE. 1-156 SHERE: BFHIB,
(F) MEZX, BERRFREMEOWR, =)I5L3CHE, 1986, H247,249,252, [E8-9,8-18,8-24,8-49,8-51,

(2) LBEYEERBFRER SEFHEMNE, XHRA, 1984,

II1-152 Bronze ritual vessel (i) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IA. Shanghai Museum, China. III-153
Bronze ritual vessel (lei) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IB. Nezu Institute of Fine Arts, Japan. III-154

Bronze ritual vessel (hu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIB. III-155 Bronze ritual vessel (ting) with
design of phoenix. Late Shang period III. National Palace Museum, Taipei. III-156 Bronze ritual vessel (kuei) with

design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIB.
289
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M-157 FWOWBH: BENB, LiBEWEE. [1-158 FREJWVRBL: FBEIA BREEBEMMAME L.  1-159
FHRTRRA: AEIA, [1-160 FEREMBE: FEEIIA, Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouris m-161
R ERL: BE 1B, [1-162 HFREWRA: FEABL, KER2ERE BA, [-163 FHSBRL: ABEB,
(FIMBEX, BEARRFRELEOBR, T)I5LCE, 1986, H249, 256,257, [8-19,8-73,8-76, 8-79, 8-80, 8-82, 8-83,
() HERX, [REAQEKORE], EHSHME, 1966, £52, #I, Hll1-29,

I1I-157 Bronze ritual vessel (yu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIB. Shanghai Museum, China. III-158
Bronze ritual vessel (hu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIA. Unearthed at Chéng City, Shensi Pro-
vince. III-159 Bronze ritual vessel (hu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIA. III-160 Bronze ritual
vessel (kuei) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIIA. Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City,
Missouri. III-161 Bronze ritual vessel (hu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IB. III-162 Bronze ritual
vessel (kuei) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIB. Tenri Research Institute, Japan. III-163 Bronze
ritual vessel (yu) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IIB.
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II-165a 1I-165b

I-164 FHRBWRA: @FE 18, KESEMBMAAL, athhq, bif#E. [11-165 SHAEBEBER: HHE, Freer
Callery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., a:¥hF, b:fg#EE. 11-166 HEREEBEL: BEE I, -167 &
SAERBER: #EE 1 A Dr. Arthur M. Sackler Collection, New York,

(E) MERX, BEARKHFRBLUEOTRE, =540, 19868255, 257, [E8-69-70, 81, 84,

(2) Delbanco, Dawn Ho, Art from Ritual, Ancient Chinese Bronze Vessels from the Arthur M. Sackler Collection, Cambridge,
Washington, 1983.

[11-164 Bronze ritual plate with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IB. Tenri Research Institute, Japan. (a)rub-
bing, (b)line drawing. III-165 Bronze ritual vessel (ts'un) with design of phoenix. Local style. (a)rubbing, (bline
drawing. Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. III-166 Bronze ritual vessel (kuei). Western
Chou dynasty II. 11I-167 Bronze ritual vessel (kuei) with design of phoenix. Western Chou dynasty IA. Dr. Arthur
M. Sackler Collection, New York.
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