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Foreword

I am very pleased to write the foreword to the autobiography of Robert S,
Wu. In the past, our paths have crossed many times but we did not meet
until 2007. Since then, we have become close as we worked as a team for a
non-government volunteer organization, US-China Green Energy Council.
He is the chairman and CEO and I am the President of this organization.
We both have the strong conviction that US and China must work together
in meeting the challenge of the degradation of world environment. Green
energy is a broad field in which both US and China must and can
collaborate.

I am very pleased to write the foreword for Robert, not only because he
is a fellow alumnus of mine from the MIT Electrical Engineering
Department, but also because we have been working together on the US-

China Green Energy Council for 5 years. Because we have the same goals,
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Robert and I work smoothly and effectively together.

Because Robert is 8 years older than me, he had already returned to
China in 1956, when I started at MIT; nevertheless we shared the same
professors, and we had the same experiences at MIT, although Robert’s
field is in computer and electronics, and mine is in computer and control
systems.

After 1 graduated from MIT, I went to Stanford and obtained a PhD
degree, joining Professor Bill Linvill’s Engineering Economic Systems
Department at Stanford as a consulting Professor. Both Bill and his twin
brother John Linvill studied under Professor Guillemin, under whom
Robert studied during his time at MIT as well. We felt very close because
of this shared academic bond.

Over the past 40 years I had the opportunity to witness and actively
participate in the birth of Silicon Valley and the first wave of the
semiconductor revolution. In addition to my involvement at Stanford, I did
research at SRI International; cofounded a startup company, Systems
Control, Inc.; participated actively in IEEE, including serving as
President in 1982, and cofounded a venture capital company, Woodside
Fund. During this process, 1 witnessed the Fairchild Company producing
transistors, the development of integrated circuits with Intel, and the
development of the computer with HP and many other companies. As a
result, Silicon Valley came to drive United States technology, as the
United States was beginning to drive the world technology.

During my association with Robert, I learned that upon his return to
China in 1956, he and a group of scientists also walked a similar path. At
the time, China was isolated from the world in terms of scientific
exchanges; nevertheless, in a manner similar to the development of Silicon

Valley, Robert and his colleagues in China forged parallel paths around the
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same time. | was impressed to learn about this history and came to admire
it. This outstanding work with limited access to world technology prepared
China to leapfrog progress at a high level and to become the world power in
technology that it is today.

1 have a very deep relationship with China, because I went there for the
first time in 1980 and have visited over 40 times since then. I introduced
electric power control technology to the nation, by the invitation of Jiang
Zemin, the future president of the country, with the goal of helping China
develop their electricity control centers. I later advised President Jiang on
sector privatization through the State Council’s Development Research
Center.

Because of the dynamic nature of US-China relations, to which I have
grown accustomed, | have long pondered methods through which to
improve the relationship between these two nations. With Robert, I have
found an opportunity to realize this ambition — through green energy,
both countries can collaborate and become leaders in this endeavor
together, truly providing a positive impact to the environment and turning

the 21st century into a “green century”.
y g b §

Robert E. Larson
Jan. 2012
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