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O 1 Alexander McLachlan
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Alexander McLachlan (1818-1896), called "the Canadian Burns" in his own time, was

born in Johnstone, Scotland. He worked in a cotton factory until he was apprenticed to a tailor
in Glasgow. In 1840 he immigrated to Caledon, Upper Canada (Ontario), to take possession of
the farm of his father, who had died. He sold it the next year and cleared land for three other
farms before moving in 1850 to Erin Township, where he worked as a tailor to support his
family of eleven children; achieving a reputation as a speaker, he also gave lectures for the
Mechanics' Institute.

For his idylls about log houses, "hosses", and oxen in the bush, McLachlan is the poet of
the backwoods pioneers; in his time he was known as "the Burns of Canada" for his celebration
of the democratic spirit of brotherhood and the toil of the common man. He was described as
"the first notable Canadian example of what might be called proletarian verse". McLachlan was
at his best in light lyrics that document the customs of country life. Like Burns, he complements
his high respect for the common man with kindly humour, satirizing skinflints and mistreaters
of oxen. Occasionally, as in "We live in a rickety house", he rises to the ironic pitch of a Blakean
nursery song in condemning the naivety of pious charity workers who fail to recognize the
church's responsibility for the ignorance and crime that exist among the poor. Of his five
volumes of verse-The spirit of love and other poems (Toronto 1846), Poems (Toronto 1856), Lyrics
(Toronto 1858), The emigrant and other poems (Toronto, 1861), and Poems and songs (Toronto
1874)-the 1874 volume is his best collection, while "The Emigrant” is his most ambitious single
poem, an unfinished epic in narrative couplets and songs telling of the Scottish immigrants
who sailed across the ocean to clear land for a home in the backwoods of Upper Canada.
"The Emigrant" was acclaimed to be "a breath of badly needed fresh air in...... mid-Victorian
Canadian literature". McLachlan wrote many poems about Scotland: the song "The halls of
Holyrood" won The British Workman's prize for the best poem about Queen Mary's palace; other
Scottish poems, like the rousing "Curling song", are in dialect.

McLachlan, like Burns, was interested in the delineation of character, but his gift for
characterization was that of the mimic. The probing of character achieved no more depth
than the glimpse at the faith that sustains a long-suffering widow in "Old Hannah". As E.
H. Dewart noted in his introduction to the posthumous collection The poetical works of
Alexander McLachlan (Toronto, 1900), McLachlan "was too often satisfied with putting the
passing thoughts that occupied his mind into easy, homely rimes."

Alexander McLachlan lived humbly but not inconspicuously. Six volumes of poetry were
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published in his lifetime; his work was anthologized, recited in schools, praised by Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and other Americans,
and revered by an influential group of Canadians including Thomas D'Arcy McGee, George
Brown, and George Monro Grant. McLachlan achieved this surprising fame partly because of
contemporary hunger for a "native bard" and partly because of his strong lyric expression of
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She is a Canadian poet, novelist, literary critic, essayist,

and environmental activist. While she may be best known
for her work as a novelist, she is also a poet, having
published 15 books of poetry to date. Many of her poems
have been inspired by myths and fairy tales, which have
been interests of hers from an early age. She is among
the most-honoured authors of fiction in recent history;
she is a winner of the Arthur C. Clarke Award and Prince
of Asturias Award for Literature, has been shortlisted for
the Booker Prize five times, winning once, and has been
a finalist for the Governor General's Award seven times,
winning twice.

Atwood began writing at age six and realized she
wanted to write professionally when she was 16.1n 1957,
she began studying at Victoria College in the University
of Toronto. She graduated in 1961 with a Bachelor of
Arts in English (honours) and minors in philosophy and
French. In late 1961, after winning the E.J. Pratt Medal for
her privately printed book of poems, Double Persephone,
she began graduate studies at Harvard's Radcliffe College
with a Woodrow Wilson fellowship. She obtained a
master's degree (MA) from Radcliffe in 1962 and pursued
further graduate studies at Harvard University for 2
years, but never finished because she never completed a
dissertation on "The English Metaphysical Romance". She
has taught at the University of British Columbia (1965),
Sir George Williams University in Montreal (1967-68), the
University of Alberta (1969-70), York University in Toronto
(1971-72), the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa
(1985), where she was visiting M.F.A. Chair, and New York
University, where she was Berg Professor of English.

O 2 Margaret Atwood
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Margaret Atwood was born on November 18, 1939.
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