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Unit 1 Studying Abroad

Part ]| Warm up

Listen to a short passage and retell it in your own words.

Studying abroad has been a hot topic among students of different ages in recent years in
China. Higher learning, including the pursuit of bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees
in some western countries, such as America, Germany and the UK, has long been the goal
of many Chinese students. Meanwhile, universities and institutions within these countries
are going to great lengths to attract more Chinese students.

Since 2011, the number of candidates registering for the International English Language
Testing System (IELTS) has been growing rapidly. Some insiders say this trend is likely to
continue in the following year.

Statistics reveal that in the city of Nanning alone, about 3200 students participated in
the 17 IELTS tests carried out in 2010, while 4 300 students participated in the 22 IELTS
tests carried out this year. And it’s estimated that about 5 000 students will attend the 25
IELTS tests scheduled to take place in 2012.

With Chinese rapid economic growth and the increasing number of students who want to
pursue further education abroad, many western countries have gone to great lengths in the
hope of attracting Chinese students, for example, by continuously lowering requirements
and loosening the restrictions on prospective students.

It’s said that some countries will continue to lower their requirements for prospective
international students in 2012, including Australia, the U.S. and Canada.

Aside from applying for bachelor’ s and master’ s degree programs, the number of
Chinese students who want to attend doctorate programs broad is steadily increasing. In a
recent international doctorate education exhibition in Beijing, more than 2 000 prospective
students booked time to hold talks with universities from ten countries including America,
Canada, Germany, France and the UK. And more than 80 percent of these universities

promise to provide various scholarships in order to attract more Chinese students.
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Part ]| Challenge to Speak

Practice
Ming was a young man from China who had a big choice to make. A prestigious

American university had invited him to come and study. They would pay for his studies,
housing and travel expenses. Ming could not believe his good fortune. There was just one
problem. There was a girl in his hometown that he loved very much. They had grown up
together and they had already talked about getting married someday. Ming was torn. Going
to study abroad was a once-in-a-life-time opportunity that other students would “kill’ to
have. On the other hand, he believed that this girl was his true soul mate and he was afraid
of losing her.
What should Ming do?
1. If you were Ming, what would you do?
2. What is more important in life? Love or career?
3. Do you think that there is any chance for their love to last once they separate for a long

time?

4. What would you say if you were Ming’s girlfriend? How would you feel?
Part [ Picture Description

Describe the picture below in your own words.




Words and expression§ for reference :

study abroad H}[E 8%

to hope one’s children have a bright future 3 f{ ¢
to have great ambitions for one’s children 38+ i &
the process of application H &1 2

English training 315 3% |

Study-abroad Agency g2 H14)

tuition 2% %%

school expenses b2 FF %

beyond one’s ability 77 FF A K&

affordable / unaffordable X115 / AT ARE
unrealistic ASILEE , A L PR

deserve {H 15

scholarship 24

Part [V Role-play

Situation
Interview for College. Student A plays the role as a college interviewer and Student B

plays the role as an interviewee. The following common interview questions can be your
reference. You may adjust these questions and your answers according to your own
situation.

. Tell me about yourself.

. Why are you interested in our college?

. What can you tell me about our college?

. Who in your life has most influenced you?

. Why do you want to major in... ?

1
2
3
4
)
6. What will you contribute to our campus community?
7. Tell me about a challenge that you overcame.

8. What do you do for fun in your free time?

9. What do you see yourself doing 10 years from now?

1

0. Does your school record accurately reflect your effort and ability?




BiELiB3NE (2).

11. Recommend a good book to me.

12. If you could do one thing in high school differently, what would it be?
13. How do you define success?
14. What can our college offer you that another college can’t?

15. What do you hope to do after graduation?

Part V Group Work

Discussion 1
Which age do you think is the best time for studying abroad?

Discussion 2
Do you think it is tough or easy to study abroad? Why do you think so?

Discussion 3
Do you think it is easy to make friends with the native students while you are in a foreign

country?

Discussion 4
Some people choose the agency to apply the university for them, but some of them choose to
DIY the application document by themselves. Which do you prefer? What do you think about

these agencies?

Part V[ Recreation and Appreciation

Section1 Enjoy the Following Interesting Joke

“I can always tell an undergraduate class from a graduate class, ” observed the
instructor in one of my gradate engineering courses at California State University in Los
Angeles. “When I say ‘good afternoon’, the undergraduate respond, ‘good afternoon’, but

the graduate students just write it down. ”




Section2 Enjoy the Following Poem

Homesick Hillbilly

By Ellen Bailey
I left my West Virginia home to find a job
I visited many cities and a number of miles I logged
I traveled until my feet were sore and my legs ached

Farther and farther I ventured from my home state

I left behind my family, my neighbors and friends
When 1 departed the little town I grew up in
I left behind my classmates too

And the teachers who taught me in school

I left behind the mountain scenery I loved so much
Like the changing colors of the fall leaves and such
I miss the winter snows, believe it or not

For I now live in a place that is forever hot

I found a good job and made lots of bread
But many a time I often wished instead
That I could have stayed in my mountain retreat

Where I could feel the soil beneath my feet

There are many others just like me
Who left the state out of necessity
It doesn’t say much for the leaders of a state

When its inhabitants must head for the Interstate

But now that my career is coming to an end
I have a longing to return to where I began
So, if at my present address I cannot be found

Then you’ll know that I am West Virginia bound




R A B e
ay to Spea f’;ﬁ

Part [ Further Reading

Passage 1
How to Write Your Personal Statement

Explain why you want to study the course you are applying for. If you mention your
personal interests and hobbies, try to link them to the skills and experience required for the
course.

The personal statement could be used as the basis for an interview, so be prepared to
answer questions on it. This may be your only written work that the course tutor sees before
making a decision: make sure it is organized and literate. Get the grammar, spelling and
punctuation right. A statement filled with errors will give a negative impression of your
skills and the effort you have put in to being accepted.

The Undergraduate Admissions manager at The University of Nottingham told us:

“These types of skills are the basics that academics will expect from someone at this
level of education. Incorrect spelling, poor grammar and punctuation can make a poor
impression on the reader. For courses such as English, these skills are of paramount
importance. ”

Writing about yourself is probably not something you do very often, so you might need
to practice writing in this particular style. It is a good idea to list your hobbies and
achievements, and then you can decide which ones demonstrate your strongest skills and

personality.
Two of the most important things to include are:

Why you’re applying for the course you’ve chosen: this is particularly important when
you’ re applying for a subject that you have not studied before. Tell the university the
reasons why that subject interests you, and include evidence that you understand what’ s
required to study the course, e. g. if applying for psychology course, show that you know
how scientific the subject is.

Why you’re suitable for the course: tell the universities the skills and experience you
have that will help you to succeed on the course.

Also think about how your current or previous studies relate to the course(s) that you

have chosen. Any activities that demonstrate your interest in the course(s).




Skills and achievements

Universities like to know the types of skills you have that will help you on the course,
or generally at university. They also like to see if you’ve been involved in any accredited or
non-accredited achievements. Include non-accredited skills and achievement which you have

gained through activities.
Hobbies and interests

Think about how your hobbies, interests and social activities demonstrate your skills
and abilities. If there’ s anything that relates to your course or to the skills needed to
complete a higher education course, include it — the more evidence the better.

The assistant registrar for Undergraduate Admissions from University of Warwick says
that:“The strongest applicants are those who can link their extra-curricular activities to their
proposed course of study.” Your statement will be more convincing and personal, if you
write about why an experience, activity or interest makes you a good candidate for the
course. Include enough additional information to make it interesting and to demonstrate your

own interest. Try to provide context and show what you have learnt.
Work experience

Include details of jobs, placements, work experience or voluntary work, particularly if
it’s relevant to your chosen course(s). Try to link any experience to skills or qualities

mentioned in the entry profiles.
International students

If you’ re an international student, use the personal statement to tell universities why
you want to study in the UK. Also try to answer these questions in your statement:
« Why do you want to study in the UK?
« How can you show that you can successfully complete a higher education course that is
taught in English? Please say if some of your studies have been taught or examined in
English.

« Have you taken part in any activities where you have used English outside of your studies?
Future plans

If you know what you’d like to achieve after completing a university course, explain

how you want to use the knowledge and experience that you gain.
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Passage 2
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Personal Statement for Computer Science and Application (Sample)

It is my constant belief that interest is the best teacher. I used to be a person engaged in
the process of questing for success until I came into touch of the concept of the “computer
vision”, an area that might affect the whole course of my life and become my most favorite
subject.

I first got to know the concept of computer vision when I was helping with a
promotional exhibition for the Chinese King handwritten Chinese recognition system. Then I
became the only undergraduate student to participate as an assistant in a computer vision
research project. The project was about using the computer vision technology to detect
defects in cloths and then categorize and remove the defects.

With the development of theoretical researches, more application prospects of computer
vision emerge before me, such as the automatic harvesting farm machinery, farm produce
quality inspection, quality control of industrial production line, etc. , the Intelligent Traffic
System (ITS), in particular, has the most development and expansion potential. With ITS,
traffic administrative authorities is able to monitor the traffic flow, and control and manage
the traffic signals so as to direct the traffic, detect vehicles that violate the traffic rules,
prevent and dispose traffic accidents in a timely fashion. Individuals can also use the
information provided by the ITS system to make outgoing plans and driving routes so as to
arrive at destinations in the soonest possible time.

In my paper, I will present a vehicle-inspecting algorithm based on background deviation
as a way to check vehicles in a closed-circuit television monitoring system. Via counting the
traffic flow on multiple driveways and recognizing the sizes of vehicles, this algorithm
provides real-time information about traffic conditions.

Four years of specialized study in computer has laid a solid theoretical foundation,
fostered me a strong logically reasoning capability and the ability of solving academic
problems independently, most important of all that 1’ ve found my own highly efficient
learning method. In addition, my excellent English proficiency will facilitate my studies
there greatly, 2 380 scores in GRE and the winning of third place in the English speech
contest of college students in Hubei province offers me the source of confidence.

Archimedes once said, “Give me whereon to stand, and I will move the earth. ” As for
me, the standing point is my determination to devote my whole life to the research of
computer vision, and the earth is the bright future of the computer vision in China and the

world.
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Part \[I Language Points

Section 1 Expressions and Phrases about Studying Aboard

« ID(Identification Card B k) iE B ZIUERFA & R¥F AN KA . RIE— B b EBE SR
16 BT i & 4 7 A e P A CHRE 1 A8 P ) 2 IE B B 0y ) — o B B

« interdisciplinary major(B§%# Bl EBIR) L% ISR M ER R RZM2ETTH.,

« junior (ZAEHAE) . B FEBRBKRERN ZFEHFA

« leave of absence (MEfBD) : HEF24 3] BUGRR B 1924 A 18 il — Bt |] , SR 5 4k 2220l .

« liberal arts: 32§ A SC2EF} .

» lower division(fR4E ) : K¥EAR—  ZHE K.

« major(EBRE) A E P HIRMA B L . KRFEAREE F 7L 4% 5 SCHB
EERE REHEFE-TTEERHE.

« master’s degree (Bl - 2#47) : B Z Be K A1 3K 18 2% #4518 W 2 > —F IR IF IR B — & %
AREBLR ) 2 A 0K B 22400

« matriculate GREU : B R2E S 2 BE (E XA

» mid-term GHHH ) 2= P 247 89 E K

« non-matriculated student(AR S 2 A ) « KB B B2 4, A2 08 B BA # R |22 4,
Y #“non-degree” student,

» Pass / Fail Grading System: H ig “i@ i " satisfactory (“pass”) 8y & “ A i 5 ” unsatisfactory
(“fall”) R R B ELHETE

« prelims (Fik) : “Preliminary Test”45 5 . H—#H T ZE RS FRH 0K, 5 A 008 o X
— R A G ERRBOEE LA PR 3 R VAL % AR X 2 B L S R S A
AT T AN TRK

« professional school (B BFSEAERE) : HF TR TR EHE . ER . FHE. &@Z?@?Jkﬂ‘ﬂﬁ%
A B

« quarter(—2%4F DU 1 (9 22381 - BT 10~12 FABI#£3.

« letter of recommendation, t # “ personal recommendation” *

personal endorsement” B,
“personal reference” (HEFE(E) : i TR B IE AN S B 22 K TAEK PROBIR SR T8RS
BT B AN BEAR 1S o

. registration (JE B IR ik HFAE I EHIRER.

« required courses CMEIRFR) « 2 A4 R IRAG 4 58 £ AL BT AL F1%F S HEBUR & 18 BT IR AR .

« research paper (WFFXiE30) « 4 R 45 , B R BF 78 AR Ak A1) LA .

« scholarship(KZE AR K24 B [ K EARE RN MR 2SN LT, o
PSR G 38 2 B F /B 2 9% .




* semester (—S24EPIE MWD - S BE 15~ 16 J& 38 3 A0 Y T 24,

* seminar (HFIFER) « % B K 2 A B} U0 48 2% A FIBF 55 4k 22 5 i — T /I 2H B2 T X, 300k ST B ST
SHBRBFTHIRETISE SRR,

* senior (PUAERA:) . B H 2 B B K 2% 114 DO 4F G 2% A

* sign-up sheet (R % H) . FiDS M ETIE S —Fh e ER Ik, X 3 500E 3h R 0% 8 B9 AT
FE—K L LR EE 4 (“sign up”) ERS M,

* Social Security Number(SSN) GG &R K 579) : 2 E B 84 A5 E 12 THTFHER TR
RANER A BB IR RS %, R TR LB R, AT R S T AR AN SR 4R
170K P B N B LA XA — A B0, HFZERIEH SRR SBIE L E%4 SRS,

* sophomore( “4E A . [ HF EBEEL K1 " AE R A

* take-home exam GIRAMER) . « S A T A 3 B [ R B R TE A SE R B R

* thesisGE30) L2 BB L E MR EABEH 55— —FE PR 5T LR B B S,

* transcript (ST H) LB AE ST 4R 4 K 2 2 B8 1 TR 85 4 B 2 E B i 22\
HHE., EXMRALE SRR T E D,

* trimester(—224F =2 HAHI A9 B) . R 16 & » B AR T 43 B ) R B 5 i = A2

* true-false exam (RIFMH ) : — MR XE, EREELH F, %4 DEFH “X7 R
“EEVRRT,

* undergraduate CR2EA R4 ) - 5 H 50 J5 HE A 22 Bk ke 2, 1 SR 2R 78 25 107 B9 A,

* upper division(F4EH) . K¥AR = JU4EL,

* withdrawal (JR2£) AR IR 88 3 FF 22 4% .

* zip code(HRBL 45 - HE 2 b 1k 2 B e 435 A 76 R A R X A — R B BCE (R 5 VR & % =3
EEDE S &M

Section 2 Use ful Sentences for Picture Description
* This picture shows us something happening in the park.
I 1 I R Y R R AR AN B R,
* In this picture we can see a well-dressed gentleman on his way home at night.

M EE AT LR Bl — B SR Se W bR e B R

* From this picture we can see that robbery is a big social problems in western countries.

M AT LU 48 £ 78 78 7 B K R E AL 2 ),

* From everything in this picture we can see, this is a big social problem.
MEH A PLE X R — AN 2 E A2 ),

* In this picture we can also see a screen standing behind the couch.

ME R AT LAEBIERH FEEE—AFK.
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Section 3  Tips for Picture Description
Before you describe a picture, you should observe the picture carefully and figure out the

theme of the picture. That is, you should, first of all, understand what the picture is about.

Then describe the picture according to the information portrayed in the following way:

describe where and when does the story happen
describe the characters and their facial expressions, clothes, actions and so on

describe why they carry such facial expressions, wear such clothes and act this way

what” s the relation between characters, between characters and the surroundings and

other scenes in the picture
what does the picture imply and try to depict

give reasonable comments about the topic revealed



