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®@ Ibid.
® VRN, FEAE,1927 457 A 13 BRI PEEE XAESSENILEEBEEK, FF

12 Al '
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@ “To the Reader”, March 1934, Vol. I, No. 1, Pl1, Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese
Bibliography.
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NOTES AND NEWS

THE Metropolitan Library takes pleasure in announcing the publication of the Record
which is intended to convey to its readers an accurate account of what
Announcement  the Library is doing and to keep them in touch with its activities.
The need for such a medium of communication, felt in the past, has
been partially met by the publication of the Monthly Bulletin, which, however satisfact-
ory, is primarily concerned with Chinese bibliography, and thus unhappily, renders it
useless to a very large number of foreign friends.

The Record is to be published in English, and in each issue, an endeavor will be
made to make it a publication of merit. In addition to the selected list of recent acces-
sions, it will contain much information calculated to meet the demands of all who take
an interest in the Library’s affairs. The first two numbers, however, will be devoted to
a union list of books relating to China found in Peiping libraries. It is hoped that the
list will be found helpful by all who have access to the cooperating libraries.

Tenders for the new building were invited in July, and were opened on Angust 22z with
twenty-six contracting firms submitting tenders. After due considera-
The New tion, the Building Committee, on September 5, awarded the general
Building contract to Messrs. Fu Hsin Engineering & Construction Co., Tientsin.
Ground was broken on September 17, but owing to the weather, work
on the foundation will not begin until next spring. It is expected that the building will
be ready for occupation by the summer of 1930.

The Shang Chih Hsueh Hui and the China Foundation have cooperated in establishing
in Peiping the Fan Memorial Institute of Biology in memory of
Fan Memorial ~ Mr, Fan Yuan-lien, our late Director. Mr. Fan was a great scholar
Institute of and educationalist, and was particularly intersted in biology. The
Biology Institute is now engaged in a study of the fauna and flora of North
China. It is affiliated with the Metropolitan Library, which undertakes
to supply technical literature needed for research.
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When the Fengtien government evacuated the city in June last, the work of the Bureau
of International Exchange of Publications devolved upon the Metro-

International politan Library as being the depository library for foreign government
Exchange publications. In August, the Metropolitan Library was officially
Service appointed by the Nationalist Government to conduct the International

Exchange Service on its behalf, but after the resignation of the Minister
of Education, the order was withdrawn. At the request of various scientific institutions
in Peiping, the Metropolitan Library will, however, continue to serve as the distributing
center in the Peiping area.

The League of Nations has acted favorably on our application to be a depository library
for the League publications. Sir Eric Drummond, Secretary General,

The League wrote on August 22 that henceforth a copy of all the publications of
of Nations the League would be forwarded to the Metropolitan Library. The
Publications Library’s thanks are due to Sir Eric Drummond and Mr. C. Chao,

Secretary of the Chinese delegation to the League, who put our needs
before the League authorities.

The trustees of the Peking Union Medical College have presented to the Metropolitan
Library fifteen sets of scientific journals. The only condition attach-
PU.M.C. Gift ed to the gift is that the Library shall continue the current subscrip-
tions, We are greatly indebted to the trustees of P. U. M. C. for this
valuable addition to our scientific collections.

The Metropolitan Library acquired by purchase last year the private library of the
famous scholar Mr. Li Tze-Ming. Of his collection which consists of
Li Tze-Ming’s  about gooo volumes, more than 2000 volumes were found to be
Annotations annotated by him. Mr. Li was one of the most famous historical
scholars of the Jast century, and his critical comments, hitherto

unpublished, are of the greatest value. The Library is editing these notes with a view
to publication at the end of the year.

Owing to the lack of magazine indices in China, the consultation of periodical literature

is most difficult. To remove the difficulty in at least one field, the
Index To Metropolitan Library has been indexing the important sinological
Periodicals journals and also scattered articles on sinology found in various per-

iodicals. The Kuo Tsui Hsueh Pao and the Critical Review have been
covered, as well as some other periodicals.



