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The last of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Pig

Hai Shi refers to the time from 9pm to 11pm. At this period of time,
the pig is in sound sleep, its snoring is the loudest, its body is vibrat-
ing most strenuously, and it grows fat fastest. Therefore, this period
of time belongs to the pig.

People have a bad impression on the pig. The pig is always con-
nected with the descriptions like dirty, stupid, slow, greedy and lazy.
The pig is one of the six domestic animals, from among which, the
ox can plough, the horse can draw carriage, the cock can herald the
break of day, the dog can guard the house. only the pig can do
nothing but eating. Nevertheless, the whole body of the pig is
treasure. The fat pig is the symbol of the property of the farmer. A fat
pig carrying on back the gold, silver, treasures and jewels to push
the door is supposed to be the prediction of a harvest new year.
Therefore, this theme becomes the common one for the spring fes-
tival pictures and the paper-cut in the folk. In the folk paper-cut, the
pig always appears fat, round, and very lovely.
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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

Itis at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typlcal Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
whichiexpress the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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(it BEPHIEZ  11.3cm x 9.2cm

of the Pig
Yan'an, Shan'xi 11.3cm x 9.2cm

Paper—cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - t
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Perb2ege  #{mMFE 13.5cm x 11.5cm

low decor: n)

Cao Dianxiang 13.5cm x 11.5cm

elve Symbolic Animals - the last of the twe
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The Pig with Official Rank
Gaomi, Shandong Fan Zuoxin 13.2cm x 11.3cm

Paper—cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - the last of the twelve Earth
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