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Mr. Ji Baocheng

President

Renmin University of China
No. 59 Zhongguancun Street
Haidian District

Beijing 100872

China

October 8, 2010

Dear Professor Ji,

I have the pleasure to refer to, and thank you for, your letter inviting me to participate in the
International Forum on the Centennial of Chinese Copyright Legislation, which will be held on
October 14 and 15, 2010, in Beijing.

Your kind invitation is highly appreciated. Unfortunately, due to prior commitments here in
Geneva, | am not able to participate in this important event.

However, | would like to inform you that a video message will be prepared shortly and will be sent
to you for broadcasting on this occasion.

I wish you every success with this Forum.

Yours sincerely,

e,

Francis Gurry
Director General

cc:  Professor Jin Haijun

By fax: +81 10 6251 4365 Number of page(s): 1

34, chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
T +412233891 11 F +4122 733 54 28
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Congratulation Message from Mr. Francis Gurry,
Director General of the World

Intellectual Property Organization( WIPO)on the Occasion of the Opening of the
International Forum on Centennial of Chinese Copyright Legislation
Beijing, 14 - 15 Oct. 2010

Ladies and Gentlemen,a very warm welcome to you all from Geneva, Switzerland. On behalf of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, allow me to express to the honorable guests and distinguished
participants at this International Forum our warmest greetings as well as our sincere congratulations on the
hosting of this important event.

There are many reasons for us to celebrate. This year marks the centenary of China’ s first Copyright
Act,and the tercentenary of the world’ s first Copyright Act. It is also the 20th anniversary of China’ s
current copyright legislation. That legislation has been under regular review to take account of the changing
external environment, including after China joined WIPO’ s internet treaties in 2007. Copyright protection
is one of the most important pillars of intellectual property development, and high-quality copyright
legislation lies at its very foundation.

In addition to these important anniversaries for copyright protection in China, 2010 also marks 30
years since China joined the World Intellectual Property Organization. Over the last three decades WIPO
has had the privilege to be in close and effective cooperation with your country. The consistent
development of the Chinese intellectual property system during this period ,including in the copyright area,
has been an outstanding achievement. WIPO remains committed to continuing its cooperation with the
Chinese people,and is ready to provide all necessary assistance and support.

China was the origin and the birthplace of one of the technological achievements which has most
affected creative works; namely, printing. We have witnessed in the last 20 years a technological change
with the introduction of digital technology and the Internet, which is every bit as important as the
introduction of printing. We know how profound the changes were that printing introduced to the whole
world. We now are witnessing similar changes in the way in which creative works are developed and
moved about the globe. One of the biggest challenges is how the copyright system will adapt to this new
digital environment. We know it is challenged in many respects. We know what the objective of that
system is. The objective of copyright, of course,is to return some value to creators while ensuring the
widest possible availability of creative works. Your deliberations over these two days will be extremely
important in addressing the very challenging questions that are facing copyright in this era of radical and
profound technological change.

Chairman, Members of the Committee, Distinguished Participants, let me once again pass on my
warmest congratulations, and great courage in facing our collective challenges. I wish the International

Forum on the Centennial of the Chinese Copyright Legislation every success. Thank you.
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