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Planning Themes for the New Century

Reported by: Chris Gossop(Vice President, ISOCARP)

On behalf of ISOCARP, I am de-
lighted to have the opportunity to con-
tribute to this special issue of Human and
City which is being published to coincide
with the holding of the 47th ISOCARP
World Congress in Wuhan, China. This
event has come about following a period
of intensive cooperation between the
Wuhan Local Organising Committee, the
Urban Planning Society of China and
the Executive Committee of ISOCARP
and all parties are confident that among
its outcomes will be a highly fruitful
exchange of knowledge about planning

and the way that cities are managed.

A Global Association

I begin with a few introductory
words about ISOCARP. Founded in 1965,
we are a global association of professional
planners. Today, the ISOCARP network
consists of both institutional and
individual members drawn from more
than seventy countries worldwide. We
are a non-governmental organisation

(NGO), recognized by the United Nations

(UNCHS) and the Council of Europe, and
we have formal consultative status with
UNESCO. Our Society seeks to improve
planning practice worldwide through
encouraging exchange between planners,
the promotion of the profession in all
aspects, the stimulation of research and
improving awareness on major planning
issues.

In addition to organising a World
Congress in a different city each year,
we run two major practical programmes,
those of our Urban Planning Advisory
Teams (UPATs) and our Young Planning
Professionals (YPPs). The UPATSs seek
to assist individual cities and regions in
the pursuit of specific planning projects
and programmes. The mechanism is
that of a multi-skilled, fast response
team, that investigates the issues and
then produces a design strategy or
recommendations that can be presented
to the commissioning body within one
week. Likewise, the YPPs also work
in closely-knit international teams.

Through very intense brainstorming

workshops, our young colleagues work
on real life planning problems, usually in
the host city for an ISOCARP Congress.
So, this year, YPP groups will carry out
studies in Wuhan and they then have
the challenging task of presenting their
findings to a plenary session of the
Congress. Doubtless this is something
they will remember all of their lives!
ISOCARP also runs a number of
award schemes to recognise exceptional
achievement in the fields of urban and
regional planning. In 2009, Wuhan’s
Planning and Design Institute won an
Award for Excellence in respect of the
new, comprehensive planning of the
city. Wuhan’s planning strategy also
forms the subject of a paper in the latest
edition of the ISOCARP Review, our
flagship publication. That is one of
five contributions on China contained
within a 330 page book, Liveable
Cities: Urbanising World, that brings
together ground breaking case studies
from around the world. This book is

to be launched at the Wuhan Congress.
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