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‘Passage 1

Directions: Read the following passage, and then answer the questions by
choosing the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D).

RREEER

PG SIRIWAN . 650 44%)
SKFR R -
EHEILICK:

Differences Between Two Kinds of Youth

The trip to the United States opened my eyes to the fact that there are a lot of similarities as
well as differences between American youth and French youth. Now I will talk about the differ-
ences between them.

The first difference is in appearance. Going around in the U.S., I found that American youth
do not really care about their appearance. In the morning, they choose something in their closet
and wear it with another thing, often of different colors and styles, without wondering whether
their choices make them look strange. The reason behind this is that they don’t care what people
look like, but are just interested in their ideas. I think it’s great, but it also causes problems. Since
they don’t care about their appearance, they don’t really care about their weight. Often they get fat
without realizing it.

I observed that there are differences in relationships too. When the American youth fall in
love, they don’treally think of the future. Also, there are differences in the rules concerning behavior
that is allowed. In some respects, the French are more accepting. For example, in America it is
generally unacceptable to make physical display of love. Lovers, in theory, can’t kiss or hold each
other everywhere they want. People think that not showing love in public places is a way to
respect others. On the contrary, the French youth can do almost everything they want, and they are
usually more concerned about the future of the relationship than the American youth.

With regard to other types of relationships, there are also big differences. Americans act
differently from French people in front of unknown people. When an American girl, for example,

arrives in front of people she has never met before, she will talk with them, trying to create a kind




of bond between her and this new circle of people. The French girls will just think about rather
than really do this kind of thing because they are too shy and lacking in self-confidence.

To finish, I noticed that in American classes, when pupils want to say or ask something, they
Jjustdo it. In general, they don’t really care how the others will judge them. In France, it’s not the
same case. If somebody wants to ask something, he/she will think about it before speaking up. I

appreciate the freedom in Americans’ behavior, ideas, and ways of expressing themselves.

(408 words)
T
I. In this article, the author talks about __ between American youth and French youth.

A) the friendship

B) the differences and similarities
C) the similarities

D) the differences

2. American young people

A) are more concerned about appearance
B) show more interest in people’s ideas
C) are just interested in people’s clothes

D) care more about their weight

3. American youth often _
A) wonder why they look strange
B) care what people look like
C) neglect their weight

D) cause problems with their ideas

4. When American youth fall in love with each other, they
A) will kiss wherever they like
B) will always think about their future
C) will not hold each other
D) will rarely display their love in public
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. French youth may think more about

h

A) their lover’s ideas

B) their relationship’s future
C) their physical displays
D) their public images

6. When meeting with strangers, American girls
A) are usually shy and keep silent
B) will try to create a bond with them
C) will try to arrive in front of them

D) usually lack self-confidence

When facing strangers, French girls usually
A) start to create a lively conversation

B) enjoy showing their self-confidence

C) are shy and lack confidence

D) behave in a way similar to American girls

8. If French pupils want to ask questions in class, they will _
A) ask for the teacher’s permission first
B) speak up before the teacher permits
C) try to control themselves not to do so
D) think about it before they do so
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