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%VER since William the Conqueror had won the Battle of
Hastings, Norman kings had ruled England, and each had bestowed
on his followers broad lands and great possessions, so that the
native Saxons, many of whom had been deprived of their estates,
naturally cherished bitter feelings against the Norman nobles, who
built themselves strong castles and, if the king were weak, did

exactly as they pleased.
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When Richard of the Lion Heart was king, a certain rich Saxon
noble, named Cedric, had an only son who was called Wilfred of
Ivanhoe; and in his house there also dwelt a tall, fair and beautiful
maiden, Rowena, who was Cedric’s ward, and amongst the Saxons
was counted a princess. King Richard was a Norman, but he was
good-natured and a mighty warrior, and many of the Saxons liked
him well, especially the young Ivanhoe, who went to serve the King
at court and became his devoted follower. For this reason, and
because Ivanhoe had ventured to make love to Rowena, for whom
Cedric had planned another marriage, Ivanhoe was banished from
his father’s home. So when King Richard went on a crusade,
Ivanhoe followed him. At first many reports reached England of
battles in the Holy Land; then for months was heard no news of the
King or of his young knight.

One summer evening, there came to Cedric’s mansion a
Norman knight, Bois-Guilbert, and an abbot with their attendants,
seeking shelter. When lost amidst the woods and overtaken by a
storm, they had been guided thither by a palmer, or pilgrim,
returned from the Holy Land, whom they had chanced to meet
wandering on foot, clad in his coarse black cloak and broad and
shady hat bordered with cockleshells. The travellers were feasted by
their noble Saxon host, who gave them a civil though hardly a
cordial welcome. With him was Rowena in a gown of pale green

silk with robe of crimson; her hair was braided with jewels and



covered with a veil of silk embroidered with gold. Her arms were
decked with bracelets, and around her neck there hung a golden
chain.

The same night there came for refuge from the storm an aged
Jew. The Jews were at this time much disliked in England: they
were often ill-treated and always made to wear a special dress.
Bois-Guilbert and the abbot would have kept the old man out, but
Cedric ordered him to be admitted, saying that none should be
refused shelter on such a night. So the old man, whose name was
[saac of York, was allowed to enter the great hall, but the servants
kept aloof from him, and only the palmer, who sat quietly by the
hearth, almost unnoticed by the feasters, offered him a seat by the
fire and brought him food and drink.

Early next morning Isaac was awakened by the palmer, who
bade him depart quickly and secretly, for he had overheard
Bois-Guilbert planning to seize the old man when he should leave
the house, and to extort a large ransom from him—for the Jews
were then almost the only people in England who had much money,
and Normans and Saxons, kings and nobles alike, were always
eager to beg, borrow or steal from them.

The palmer guided Isaac to a postern gate, and awakening
Gurth the Swineherd, who slept near by, told him to open it and let
them out. Gurth refused, but at a whisper from the palmer he

suddenly became respectful and readily did all that he was bid. He
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even brought Isaac’s mule and another for the palmer, so that the
two travellers were able soon to reach the outskirts of the nearest
town. Then Isaac thanked the palmer for his timely aid, and added,
“Though I am poor, I can tell thee what thou lackest and, it may be,
supply it too. Thy wish even now is for a horse and armour.”

The old man had shrewdly guessed aright, and gave the palmer
a letter to a friend who, he said, would furnish him with a horse and
knightly armour.

A few days later there was held a great tournament, to which
there came Prince John, the brother of the absent king, and many
knights and ladies of high degree. Cedric was there with the fair
Rowena; and amidst the humbler crowd thronging the galleries
around the lists appeared Isaac of York, and with him his daughter
Rebecca, to whom all eyes were drawn by her dark-haired beauty,
set off by her bright Eastern garb, her yellow turban with its ostrich
plume, and her wondrous jewels.

Five knights had been chosen by lot to challenge all comers to
meet one or all of them in single combat; and amongst them was
Brian de Bois-Guilbert and his friend, the Baron Front-de-Boeuf.
Bois-Guilbert was one of the Knights Templars—an order of men
who were halfsoldiers, half-priests; he was the most valiant of them
all, but proud, cruel and haughty; whilst Front-de-Boeuf, a man of

giant frame, was reckless, unscrupulous and fierce in fight. Four

parties of knights, who challenged the five champions, were easily
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overthrown. Then there was a weary wait, and the spectators began
to fear that no other challenger would dare present himself. But
suddenly a trumpet sounded, and into the arena there paced a
solitary knight, whose slender figure was clad in steel armour richly
inlaid with gold; upon his shield he bore for device an uprooted
oak-tree and the word, “Desdichado,” which means “Disinherited.”
His visor was down, so that none saw his face; but his graceful
bearing, the ease with which he rode his steed, and his courage in
daring to challenge Bois-Guilbert first, won the sympathy of many
there. So, great was the applause when by skill and some good
fortune, the unknown knight vanquished one by one all the five
champions. When Bois-Guilbert was thrown from his horse he
would have fought on foot, and the stranger sprang from his horse
and drew his sword to meet him on equal terms. But such fighting
was not permitted, whereat BoisGuilbert cried, “We shall meet
again, [ trust, and where there are none to separate us.”

“If we do not,” replied the Disinherited Knight, “the fault shall
not be mine. On foot or horseback, with spear, with axe or with
sword, I am alike ready to encounter thee.”

To none amidst the spectators was the stranger’s triumph more
welcome than to Isaac and his daughter, who alone knew that the
Disinherited Knight, now so splendid and warlike a figure, was the
same soberly clad pilgrim who had saved the old man but a few

days before.
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As victor of the day the Disinherited Knight was given a
magnificent steed and the privilege of choosing from the ladies
there the Queen of Beauty, who was to be enthroned the following
day. Receiving from Prince John a coronet of green satin edged
with a circlet of gold, the knight bore it on the point of his lance
slowly round the lists, until he came to where Rowena sat. Then
gently he placed the coronet at her feet, whilst the trumpets sounded
and there was much cheering, especially from the humbler
spectators, who were delighted to see a Saxon maiden preferred
before the Norman ladies.

On the next day there was a great combat between two groups
of knights, one led by Bois-Guilbert and the other by the
Disinherited Knight. The struggle was long and fierce, but at last it
seemed as if the party of the Disinherited Knight must be defeated,
and the leader himself was hard beset, especially by Bois-Guilbert
and Front-de-Boeuf. But suddenly there rode up to his rescue a
knight in black armour, mounted on a powerful black horse, who
had taken small part in the fighting hitherto, so that people called
him “The Black Sluggard.” His smashing blows soon routed those
attacking his leader, and gave his side the victory. Then the
Disinherited Knight was led by heralds to receive the victor’s
chaplet from the Queen of Beauty. When his helmet was unfastened

Rowena saw before her the long-banished Ivanhoe, his face pale as

death and streaked with blood. As she placed the chaplet on his
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