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'Lainguage Focus

Informal academic language
— discussion

Vocabulary for talking
about school systems and
student’s lives

Past tense in discourse
Writing formal letters to
government leaders and
newspapers

Research Focus

Developing academic
terminology for discussing
educational issues
Analyzing reflective writing
of the students as qualitative
research skills

Academic vocabulary for
talking about the meanings
of educational liberalism
and traditional views of
education

Academic vocabulary for
discussing and writing about
reform efforts in the US

Comparing and analyzing
diverse educational views
through critical reading
Qualitative analysis of the
data on student’s attitudes
to writing

Critical analysis of school
reforms in the US

Vocabulary for talking about
rural life and growth in
Latino society

Expand the ideas for
research in the field of
education

Analysis of the interview
data

Identify a pattern in the
interview data

independent

» Word stories for self
study

» Hands-on inquiry:
The aims of education
as understood by the
people around me
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o
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Discussing issues of a happy
family, family relationships,
and challenges of a cross-
cultural marriage in
appropriate vocabulary and
sentence structures
Writing critically about

the changes, challenges of
marriage and family lives in
appropriate vocabulary and
structures

~ Research Focus

Practice interviews and class
survey about the opinions
of a happy family
Investigate cultural
differences in family
relationships and other
factors

Critical reading skills in
comparing different view
points

Writing summaries and
highlights based on reading
Studying linguistic structures
through comparing
structural differences in
translations

Acquiring preliminary
experiences of investigation
under an explicit guideline
Acquiring a preliminary
knowledge of genre for
research articles in social
studies

Vocabulary for making an
academic argument about
issues of marriage and
family life

Reading for research
purposes the work of
literature about family issues
in Chinese society
Preliminary skills for writing
research articles through
inquiry-based processes

Making annotated reviews
for research purposes
Designing instruments for
research (such as interviews
or questionnaires)
Designing analytical
framework for data analysis

independent

» Designing effective
questionnaires and
writing instructions
for the survey or
investigation

D Designing a
questionnaire with
an explicit guiding
principle

» Writing a simplified

research report based
on an inquiry-based
project and the reading
of a sample research
article in the appendix
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Language Focus .

Reading and acting out
poems in class performance
Creative writing in poetry
Vocabulary for reviewing
poems

; Research Focus

Preliminary skills to review
poems and poetic imagery
Preliminary skills to analyze
characters in poems

Critical reading skills of
literary works of fiction
Writing literary analysis of
short stories

Vocabulary development for
writing literary criticism

Critiquing literary works of
short stories

Locate and analyze facts and
evidence from the story as
supporting details
Analyzing characters of
stories

Academic writing skills in
reviewing and critiquing
short stories

Vocabulary for informal,
formal and very formal
styles

Analyzing plot design in
short story writing
Identifying and locating facts
and evidence to support
writer’s major argument

Iﬁdependent

Writing about literature
Analyzing and
commenting on poems
in literary study
Analyzing short stories
and writing critiques
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Language Focu .

Vocabulary about diverse
human dwellings in history
Describing houses of human
life

Critical reading a short story
about neighborhoods
Critical reading and analysis
of a good neighborhood

~ Research Focus

Search for useful
information on the Internet
Use of the information out
of the search for creative
purposes

Writing analysis of the story
with the theory extracted
from an essay

~ Independent.

Moves and coherence in
essay writing

Comparison and contrast in
essay writing

Vocabulary about
architecture

Poetry reading about houses

Understanding historical
development of American
residential architecture
Understanding Chinese
concept of urban space
Understanding western
concept of urban space

Describing details of facts
Making distinction between
imagination and factual
information in writing
Vocabulary about culture in
New York in relation to Ayn
Rand

Internet search for
information about Ayn Rand
and her philosophy

Writing based on the
webpage information, and
documentary: Ayn Rand: A
Sense of Life

» Research skills in using

the Internet
Understanding critical
comparative studies in
urban spaces from the
Western and Chinese
perspectives

Writing critically
about cultures, and
philosophical ideas
related to New York
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. Subjecfs
Subject 1

Growing Up and
Learning

Units and Topics

Unit 1

» Schools and school life in
the US, the UK, and China

D Personal stories about
Chinese education

» Education in literature: a

Subject Focus

School systems in the three
countries

Challenges for education in
the three countries

Power of a teacher, learner-

» Understanding different
views on education
Educational liberalism
School reforms in the US

short story and a poem centered teaching method
about a teacher Students who need special
» Special education: life of education
ADHD students
Unit 2

Learner-centered vs. teacher-
centered instruction

Ideal education

The meaning of education
School reforms in the US

Unit 3

» Growing into manhood
p Cultural influences on
education

Learning to understand,
analyze and evaluate the
process of growing up in the
mountain village

Learning to appreciate
cultural differences by
reading the story about Zen




Units and Topics

Subj‘ecf‘ Focus

Subject 2

Family Matters

Unit 4

» Happy families
» Family relationships

Understanding the concepts
of a happy/unhappy family
Analyzing challenges of cross-
cultural marriages

Analyzing changes a wife/
mother experienced in
having children
Understanding and analyzing
cultural similarities and
differences in family
relationships

Unit 5

» Understanding different
positions on family and
family life

D Reading academic articles

Different views on family
and family life

Basic concepts of marriage
and divorce

Family in a historical
perspective

Unit 6
Omnigamy
Why Parents Worry

The characteristics of the
Good Family

New system of marriage
and kinship in modern and
postmodern times
Characteristics of Chinese
families in literature

The characteristics of a good
family




