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PREFACE

This collection contains seventeen essays, of which some are
translations or -reproductions from Dutch or British authors, and
some of my own authorship, but they all deal with the science of
the Nan-Yang Islands
Asiatic archipelago, with the Philippine Islands and the Malay

a Chinese name, given to the Austral-

Peninsula included. The writer at first wrote these essays simply
for the pupils in his classes and for some Chinese periodicals during
his first year’s sojourn in Java in 1930. He has no intention of
publishing them in book form. But through the enthusiasm of
Miss Tan Kim-yang (Pfi4-3£), the scattered papers are collected.
She herself compiled them in the present arrangement and advised
the writer to put in press. This book is hereby born.

There has been a long felt need agong the Chinese reading
public as well as the workers for more enlightenment with regards
to the South Sea Islands. As no previous attempt has been given
to the tropical science, in Chinese, so far as I know, I, therefore
sincerely take this first chance to offer this book to my ubiquitous
Countrymen both in China and whereverthey may have taken up
their sojourn in the Malay Archipelago. )

In the preparation of this book, the author has received, from
many organizations and persons, many informations, for which an
individual acknowledgement is impossible. Among these I wish
to thank Mr. P, Gediking, the Librarian of the Royal Society of
Arts and Sciences in Batavia ( Koninklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap
van Kunsten en Wetenschappen), for he has supplied with many
reference-materials; Dr. J. Stroomberg, the Chief of the Division
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of Commerce, the Depart}nent of Agriculture, Industry and Com-
merce of the Dutch-East-Indian Government, who has given many
financial remarks of these Islands; Dr. T. Schillings, the Secretary
of the Bureau for Anthropology at Weltevreden (Nederlandsch-
Indisch Bureau voor Anthropologie), who has introduced me many
books concerning the “pygmy’ questions; Mr. Khouw Bian Hin
(FF#p®), the Chairman of the T. H. I. K. School Committee
of Tegal, who has read those parts in this book regarding botany;
Mr. Johnson Hsieh (4 %E), the Editor-in-Chief of the Newspaper
“Sin Po” in Batavia, for his courtesy in allowing the use of its
materials; Dr. J. Boerema, the Director of the Royal Magnetic and
Meteorological Observatory in Batavia (Koninklijk Magnestisch en
Meteorologisch Observatorium te Ratavia), who has told me some
standards of measurement used in the said station; the Central
Office of Statistics (Het Centraal Kantoor voor de Statistiek) and
the Temporary Census Office for 1930 (Tijdelijk Kantoor voor
Volkstelling 1930) of the Dutch East Indies, whose valuable reports
upon the Chinese immigrants in the Islands have been frequently
consulted; and Mr, H. A. C. Boelman, the Chairman of the Dutch-
Indian Association of Nature History in Tegal (Afdeeling Tegal,
Ned—Indische Natuur-Historische Vereeniging), who has per-
sonally directed me in studying the nature of Java.

For the permission of using plates, maps and photographs for
the illustrations, much grateful acknowledgement is made to Dr.
W. F. Stutterhein, the author of the ““Pictorial History of Civiliza-
tion in Java’; to Dr. J. Stroomberg of Buitenzorg; to Dr. H. C.
Delsman, the Director of the Marine Biological Laboratory in
Batavia (Laboratorium voor het Onderzoek der Zee); to Dr. K.
W. Dammerman, the Director of the Zoological Museum and La-
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boratory in Buitenzorg (Zoologisch Museum & Laboratorium);
to Mr. P, J. Baarda, the Directer of the Traveller’s Official Infor-
mation Bureau under Government Control at Weltevreden; to J.
B. Wolters Book Mij. of Java; to the Administrator of the Actual
Wereldnieuws en Sport in Beeld at Weltevreden; to Mr. Chen Chang
Hoeij (Bji#a¥) and Mr. Tsiao Kung An (#3%%) of the Chincse
School, Lombock; and to Prof. Dr. N. J. Krom, the author of
“Inleiding tot de IHindoe-Javaansche Kunst,' Leyden, Holland.
Tegal, Jav-, lst. May 1931. Hwang Su-feng.
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