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Introduction

“BBC News” is a listening textbock designed to meet
the demand of those whose English proficiency is at an ad-
vanced level. but who still wish to improve their aural com-
prehension ability. It is particularly beneficial to advanced
learners of English in grades 3 &. 4. and people who intend
to take BEC, EPT and TOEFL. Participants of these exams
often find that the most difficult part is the listening sec-
tion. especially minitalks. This workbook aims at offering
sorac help to the above mentioned learners.

The contents of the book are selected from various
news programs on BBC. It covers areas of politics. eco-
nomics - military and foreign affairs, culture. society. phys-
ical training. etc. Learners will be able to keep up with
what is happening in the world as well as broaden their hori-
zon and increase their knowledge. The one hour rape is di-
vided into 13 units. each containing 3—5 news items. Exer-
cises are provided for each unit, where learners can check
their listening abilitv. Following the exercises are tran-

scripts and a suggested key to exercises.
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Practical Exercises

Unit Oue

Part 1. Preview

Directions: ,
Befeore listening to the news builetin, study the follow-
ing words and expressions carefuliy for you are going to en-
counter them soon. These words are defined both in English
and Chinese and are arranged in the order in which they ap-

pear in each news item.

1. guilty adj. having broken a law or disobeyed a moral or

social rule AL3REYT. FARAY . 35 SE BB H 2 ML EAY

2. sentence v. (of a judge or court) to give a punishment &
AREZIP S

3. prison n. jail Mg¥k

4. recall v. to call back someone M[E] . 7 [

(]

consultation n. .the act of going to a person. book. etc.
for information, advice. or opinion. etc. HZL .- R
_ 1 _—



6.

[

Q
O

intensify v. to becoine intense 1R

ARASTE x . . S
isspe n. problem. guestion, an important point [0 &1, §r
b

i

trial n. examination in a law court before a judge [a], &

Hi

Capey . L -
9. ex D\l v. to dismiss or send awayv by torce §{1%

10.

11.

—
(&%)

23.

( 1L aren
mI’A"‘”t n. a person who moves IrO 11 one to another

(rather faraway) place to settle down ¥ fE#
block v. to prevent movement, activity or success [ 7 ;
£2fi]
CQF(?()\SD . :
exodus n. a going out or leaving of a great number of
people B2 (AR B R AT ED
adjourn v. to bring a meeting. trial, eic. to a stop ffirH

btk

accord n. agreement H}iY

reconciliation n. peaze-making Fl{% . 53 F1 &F

caution v. to warn against possible danger i

break n. pause 11} . FF 45

amount v. to be equal to A1+ . % T

resolve v. to settle or clear up #ER

dispute n. argument FiF .58

unification n. the act or result of unifving or uniting 4%
I{/\ A

ar the expense of ; causing the loss of ZEfE - AYF L

T bheee e A

delay v. to put off until later #Ei8

o



24.
25.
26.

34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
41.

boycott v. to refuse to attend or take part in Bt &L
renegade n. traitor ¥R%E

chtg

ceremony n. a special, formal and well-established ac-

T YL iy - : . ; .
tion used for making an important public event {{ =,

. Reuter’s News Agency 7 [H #% %8 il it

-+ cast doubt on G-+ ATFFREE . (AN IAAEF

. notification’'n. the act of telhng someone i@ 4l

A w1’thdraw v. take back W [E] ’

s dellberate ad] intentional; on purpose H &Y

% Jrammg n. gradually becoming dry or empty #7i§f#¥

AV

. mars n land that is all or partly soft and wet, because

of its low position {8 %, {RiT#H

Shiite n. fHAHIR (3= 24— UR) L TE

Baghdad n. capital of Traq EL ¥ (7 L & &)
denu)de v. to remove the covering from F|J;; {iff ) okt
dlvert V. to cause to turn from one direction to another
{5

stage v. to cause to happen %47, k%3

uuprﬁmgn a rising; insurrection #2 X, %3

Albania W R E T
Hiroshima: HAT &

Part T Background

1. Cuba /(8

WM E G T S AL AR E BT Bk
P 3 —
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2. LIA‘: Cerntral Intelligence Agency EEFEFILFIRE

C EEEESETHRIEOTEIN., 1947 89 A
LCHREZRZLZEASNS . BREERTUIRM2E,
AR R R B SR AE G RIS K e R B E S 2
W& ST R I E ST RO, J 5 N SR YR & ()
XA E AT RS B .
3. Saddam Hussein

PEIL G - ’*%‘%Fﬂ Pl AS, EmisEEZ A TR F
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Part I Exercises

[

10.

11.

. There are 5 news items in this unit. Listen to each item
very carefully and mark the following statements with

fetter T (for true) or F (for false).

. Greece keeps on good terms with Albania.

Greece has taken strong measures against Albania.
The UN Secretary-General is expected to receive a letter

from Greece.

. Five men are guilty of spying for Albania.

Negotiators from America and Cuba have reached an a-
greement on ending the exodus of Cuba’s beat people.
The American Secretary of State is pleased with the re-

sult of talks between Cuba and the United States.

Mr. Christopher wants to solve the dispute about North

Korea’s nuclear program.

Washington does not care about the nuclear ques'tion.

China shows no concern about Lee Teng-hui’s attendance

in the opening ceremony of Hiroshima Asian Games.
There is an enviornmental disaster in the marsh land in
southern Iraq. _
Iraqi president starts diverting water from marsh land in

1994.

. Listen to the news items again and briefly answer the

_6_



8.
9.

following questions. There are twe questions for each
item.
Why have the relations between Greace and Albania be-
come abnormal?
How many illegal Albanian migrants have been expelled
since the trial opened three weeks ago?
How long did the talks between American and Cuban ne-
gotiators last?
What is the topic of their talks?
What has been stressed by Mr. Christopher?
What suggestion did the South Korean unification minis-
ter make?
China will probably boycott this vear’s Asian Games be-
cause-*:
What would China wait for?

What happened in southern Iraq?

10. How many people have been forced to leave the marsh

land area?

. Listen to news item 2 again and fill in the missing
words.
After six days talks ending the exodus
boat people _ Cuba, American and Cuban ne-
gotiators have adjourned their discussions __  agree-
ment. They will meet again _ New York perhaps as
as Friday to try to _ an accord. The

___7_



Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina he thought two

would arrive what he "a dagree of
reconciliation ”. he cautioned expecting
__results. The American Secretary State War-
ren Christopher said the in the talks amounted
a ______ Interruption.

V. Without listening to the tape, complete the following

sentences with appropriate words listed below. Be sure

to use correct forms of verbs.

stage boycott
divert adjourn
cast doubt expel

at the expense of  guilty
caution sentence
He 1s to 10 years'in prison.
The court found him ___of a crime.
We have a foreign secret agent from China.
I him against being late.
Those who try to profit others will come to
no good end.
An official {rom the Chinese Sports Commission
on the nature of the invitation.
Some students schools.
Shiites an uprising following Iraq’s defeat in
the Gulf War.
= 8 ==



9. They want to the course of the river.

10. The meeting will be till next Monday.

V. Listen to news item 3 again and fill in the bX=nks.

Mr. Christopher the United States’
to work _ South Korea to
resolve the dispute nuclear program. Earlier
Unification Minister suggested that
was paying too much the nuclear
question relations ___ two Koreas.

V. Here are three sample news summaries. Please write the
news summary for item 4 in your own words as done in

the sample.

Example .
News summary 1.

Greece has recalled its ambassador and is threatening to
take further measures against Albania after a court there

sentenced five ethnic Greeks on spving charges.

News summary 2.
Talks between the United States and Cuba on ending
the exodus of boat people {rom Cuba have adjourned with no

agreement in sight.



News summary 5.
The CIA has accused President Suddam Hussein of Iraq
of creating an enviornmental disaster in the marsh lands of

southern Iraq.

News Summary 4.




