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In writing an adventure story
a writer has to know that he is adventuring
Jor a lot of pegple who cannot.

The writer has to take them here and there
about the globe and show them
excitement and love and realism.

As long as that writer is living the part of an
adyenturer when be is hammering
the keys, he is succeeding with bis story.

Adyventuring is a state of mind.
If you adventure through life, you have a
good chance to be a success on paper.

Adventure doesn’t mean globe-trotting,
exactly, and it doesn't mean great deeds.
Adventuring is like art.

You have to live it to make it real.

—L. RON HUBBARD
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CHAPTER ONE
Dangerous Woman

HE water was black and the swim was long,
but when a man is faced with death he does
not consider odds®.

Kurt Reid went over the side of the tanker®
Rangoon in a clean dive, cleaving® the swirl.ing®
dark surface of the Huangpu. The strong cur-
rent swept him downriver toward the gaily light-
ed Bund. He did not want to go there. He knew
that authorities would be after him like baying®
hounds® before the night was out.

A shadow came between his half-immersed
head and the glow. A sampan® was sailing qui-
etly through the gloom, its sculling oar stirring
the thick black river.

Kurt Reid gripped the gunwale® and slid
himself over to the deck. The boatman stared at
him with shuddering terror. Was this some devil
come to life from the stream’s depths?

“Ail Ail”

Kurt Reid was not too tired to grin. He
stood up, water cascading® from his black
clothes.

“Put me ashore in the native city,” he ot-
dered in the Shanghai dialect.

®Dodds [>dz] n. FRKEIATAE
i3

@ tanker ['taenka] n. JHHE

® cleave [Kli:v]v: B8
@ swirl [swa:l] v L

® bay [bei] v MEE

® hound [haund] n. 3835

(D sampan ['sempaen] n. /)\
#8

®scull [skal] v. (FBE) %I
fB

© gunwale [ganl]n. RARK F4%

(0 cascade [k'skeid] v. BfH
EFET



@ shrivel [Jrival] v 4548

@ saucer ['sa:s9] n. ZHIE
® coolie [ku:liln. EH

@ sag [s=g]v. TE

® hulk [halk] 7. FA{E

® wring [rin] v T
@ discard [diska:d] v EFH

® bucko [bakau] n. BREESS/\
&

® rapier [reipia] n. 215040
=AH98

@ stretch [stretf] v {HFE

@ accuse [kjuiz] v 1=,
ER

L. RON HUBBARD

Alysstlyen

“And chop-chop,” added Kurt.

The boatman shriveled” up over his oar. His
eyes were two saucers® of white porcelain, even
his coolie® coat sagged®. He put the small craft
about and drove it swiftly in toward the bank.

Kurt Reid grinned back at the looming hulk®
of the Rangoon. He raised his hand in a mock
salute and muttered, “Get me if you can, gentle-
men.” He turned then and faced the nearing
shore.

As he wrung© the water from his clothes
he discarded® his memories one by one. As
mate of the Rangoon, he had been known as a
bucko® sailot, a hard case who struck first and
questioned afterward, renowned for a temper as
hot and swift as a glowing rapier®.

And the reputation had not helped him
when the captain had been found dead in his
cabin and when it was discovered that the safe
was open and empty. Kurt Reid had been the last
man to see the captain alive, so they thought.

Shanghai stretched® before him, and be-
hind it lay all of China. If he could not escape
there, he thought, he deserved to die. His only
regret now was the lack of money he had been ac-
cused” of stealing. A man does not go far on a
tew American dollars.

But, unlike most American mates, Kurt Reid
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had been raised in the Orient and he knew the
yellow countries and their languages. Although
his quick temper had earned his many enemies
among the Japanese and Chinese, he hoped to
avoid them. By now several men would be ad-
vised of his arrest” and before morning his
escape would also be known. Many men would
think that excellent news and hope that his
apprehension® would be speedy.

If necessary he could assume one disguise®
or another. His eyes were the color of midnight
and his hair was even blacker, and the pallor('D
of his face could be easily made saffron®.

The sampan rasped against a float and Kurt
Reid, throwing a coin to the boatman, stepped
ashore into the din of the native city.

Rickshaws clanged©, vendors®
their wares, jugglers threw tops high into the
air and made them scream. Silk gowns rubbed
against cotton gowns, scabby slippers stubbed
over jeweled shoes. The crowds in the curving
streets blended into the democracy of China.

Kurt Reid, head and shoulders above the
rest, shoved his way toward a tea house. There,
he supposed, he could dry his clothing and get
himself a drink or two. Confidently he picked his
way, looking neither to the right or the left, paying
little heed® to those who stopped to stare at this
black-clothed giant who left the cobblestones”

yowled

D arrest [2rest] n. BB

(2 apprehension [eprihenfen]
n. i3E, 1
@ disguise [dis'gaiz] n. %

@ pallor [p=le] n. (BEERZE
8) &8, X8
® saffron ['seefron] n. FEEE

®clang [Klen] v () 1724
0

@ vendor [vends] n. PEIR,
/INIR

®juggler [d3ngle] n. HTREE
BA

©@ heed [hizd] 7. BB
@0 cobblestone [kobalstaun] 7.
BEa, 85a



