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Preface (1)

MR, WOk, BURE NG B A TR ERE RS F IS SRS .

Cao Mingxi ,born in Lianyungang City in 1952, went through a lot of difficulties and hardships even in his childhood. He became interested in art when he was
in middle school. Later on he was sent to farm, even for sometime, became a brewery worker until he went into college. The latter experience explains why he often
uses a seal with characters “Master of Zuixian Zhai (A Drunken Immortal's Study) ™ on his works. With an ardent love of art, he made full use of every opportunity he
could find during the day and at night. Though often tired out, he studied assiduously under the dim light of a Kerosene lamp, dreaming of entering the world of art some
day. His constant effort finally brought him what he had been wishing for—in 1975, he became a student of the Art Department of Nanjing Normal University . Under
his teachers' instruction and through his own efforts, he laid a solid foundation for his future work.

Cao Mingxi has devoted himself to artistic education at a teacher's school ever since his graduation from the college. A lot of his students with potentialities in
art have benefited from him and some of them became postgraduates of Art later. All his works were done in his spare time on the basis of careful observation of life, so
arich flavour of life can be found in them. He grew up in Lianyungang City, which is now the eastern bridge head of the New Eurasian Continental Bridge, by the side of
the Yellow Sea. As a result, most of his works reveal his deep love of his hometown —- his love of the sea, the port and almost everything there. And since he knows the
fishermen well and deeply understands their feelings, he naturally makes them the leading characters of his paintings.

His style of painting is stately but not pompous. Every touch of his gouaches is firm and steady while that of his watercolours is lithe and graceful . His
gouaches are rich in colours and original in composition and his watercolours are almost transparent. They are good manifestations of his consummate skill and his deep
understanding of the characteristics of those different kinds of paintings.

In respect of calligraphy, for his regular scripts (kaisbu), he has studied the works of Yan Lugong; in his running (xinshu) and cursive scripts (caoshu), we can
find traces of Wang Xizhi and Wang Xianzhi, Sun Guoting and Yu Youren; in his official scripts (lishu) and seal characters (zhuanshu),we can feel his love of works like
“Shimen Song ™ and “ Maogong Ding  and his special love of those works on bamboo slips and silks in Han Dynasty.

His works have been displayed in different exhibitions for many times and won him many awards. Some of his works were presented to foreign friends as
international cultural exchange gifts.

As the old Chinese saying goes, “The more ploughing and weeding, the better the crop . ” I wish Cao Mingxi-smore successes in his art life in the future.

Yang Yunlong
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Preface (1I) 006397

In the middle of 1970's, Cao Mingxi and I were both students in the Art
Department of Nanjing Normal University. After graduation, I stayed in Nanjing while
he went back to his hometown, Lianyungang City, by the side of the Yellow Sea, in the
north of Jiangsu Province . In those past twenty years, we have often seen each other but
all in a hurry and each time we would regret that we couldn't talk about art to our hearts'
content. Those years have witnessed our growing friendship and also Cao Mingxi's
increasing enthusiasm and successes in art.

Like those artists with childlike innocence,Cao Mingxi is interested in various
form of art. Besides painting and calligraphy, he is extremely fascinated by kites. In
1994, “Shayan”, a kite made by him, went in the Fourth National Kite Competition and
won the gold medal. However, it is the painting and the calligraphy that hold his lifelong
interest , and more specifically, watercolours occupy most of his time and energy .

Cao MingXi's watercolours focus on scenery though he is good at painting
human beings, too. His “Spring Rain in the Seaport City” and ** Skin Texture ™ were
displayed respectively in the provincial and national Watercolours Exhibition. Successes
like those come not only from his abundant experiences of life, his cultural
accomplishments of various kinds and his magnanimous artistic mind.

In painting watercolours ,Cao Mingxi likes to use steady touches and freely
spray big spots of bright colours upon the paper or canvas, and then taking opportunity
of the natural osmosis of water and colours and of the ingenious mixture of different
colours, he paints at will to achieve an active rhythm and vivid, dense spaciousness.
Moreover, he tries to draw nourishment from theories of traditional Chinese paiﬁting,
especially the theory of divivding ink into five shades — dry, wet , thick, light and
dried-up shades. And by the contrast and/or harmonization of them, he gets colourful,
meaningful pictures with the co-existence of lightness and intenseness, and the
embodiment of movements within stillness. His paintings actually help us to better
appreciate the magnificent beauty of the nature.

Perhaps it is because of his birth and growth by the seaside that the subjects of
Cao Mingxi's watercolours always have a lot to do with the sea. His watercolours of this
kind form a series of their own. The islands, the fishing villages. the harbour, the
beaches, the fishermen, the chief boatmen, the fishing boats, the fishermen's new houses,
the old women in the fishing villages, and even things commonly seen everywhere like
the early morning sunshine, the morning dew, the sunrise.the setting sun , the blue sky ,
the white clouds.the drizzle, the snow —- they all have the odour of the sea under his
brushes. Life itself inspires him to go on with his everlasting creative work and in turn
his dedication to art makes his life more valuable. In the past few years, Cao Mingxi has
twice successfully held exhibitions of his paintings and calligraphic works. The first
issue of Paintings of Jiangsu Province in 1997 set aside a special column to introduce
his newly painted watercolours.

Success always belongs to those who persistently pursue it. As long as he
devotes himself to the Muses. I am sure that that area of magic land with the boundiess
sea and the Yuntai Mountains, which gives him constant nourishment, will bring Cao
Mingxi more and more successes.

Xu Peichen
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