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Approaching the Topic

Brainstorming

You will need a partner for this activity.

1. Brainstorm a list of 10 words commonly used when discussing university.

2. Why did you choose your present university?

3. If you had an opportunity to further your study in famous universities either at home or
abroad, which university would you choose? Why?

Surfing and Reporting

1. Work in groups to find information on the Internet about the following terms.

A) Wall Street
C) core curriculum
E) Alexander Hamilton

B) Ivy League
D) Socratic method
F) Franklin Delano Roosevelt

2. Report the information you have found by giving a PowerPoint presentation to the class.

3. Make a list of key words related to university based on your Internet research. Compare it with

the list you made in Task 1.

Watching and Retelling Lﬁ

1. Watch the video clip adapted from “Why Did You Choose Yale”. Use the glossary below as a

reference.

superb ARUFHY

academic ZEEHY; B RFAREIH

submission $23¢

monitor W

conference £xi¥

volunteer H &

Polar Ice Shelf tRHbIKEE architect RSN
faculty 215 grounding LA
freshman KE—FERFAE; Fik grasp NIE; FRMH

counselor Jiia)

perspective %% 17; FEF

dean KREEH)ZEREBER; RELE




Profile of Foreign Universites Unit 1

2. Watch the video again, focusing on the specific information, and then match the information in
Column A with the corresponding items in Column B.

bl Y v ; 3 0w
a) a freshman counselor Student 1
b) study real world problems that need to be solved Student 2
c¢) want a global education Student 3
d) take a class called Philosophy of Art Student 4
€) want to be an architect 7 Student 5
f) want to learn fr(;the best - Student 6
;) a volunteer at a law school clinic on human rights protec;;)n Student 7

Student 3 Student 4

Student 5 Student 6 Student 7

3. Watch the video again and then explain the main idea to your partner.



Vocabulary Preview

Read the words and phrases below, paying attention to the pronunciation. Put a check mark (V)

next to all known words. Try to understand unfamiliar words from context.

Glossary for Main Reading

Nouns
O economics

O reputation

0 mathematician

O sociology
Verbs

o award

O attract

O suit
Adjectives
o brilliant
o unrelated
Phrases

O as long as

o adapt to

Nouns

O threat

O reasoning
Verbs

O gain
Adjectives
O storied

o tough

o finance
O instinct
O consequence

o anthropology
O recognize
O require

O match

o former

o commercial

o along with

O a series of

O competitor

O sweat

O remain

o established

O intense

o self-reinforcing o superior

Adverbs
0O amazingly
Phrases

O in demand

o gather together o be capable of

0 constantly

O be based on

o intellectual
O dedication
o frame

O variety
O insist

O argue

O typical

O radical

o faculty
O curriculum

o reference

o forcefulness

O locate

O admit

0O core

o play an important role in

o be concerned with

O appeal

O perspective

O commoditize

O troublesome

O competitive

o self-fueled

O extremely

o for sale

Glossary for Related Reading

O corporation

O engine
o deliver
O ambitious

o qualified

o brutally

o alumni
O philosophy
O major

o challenge

O intimate

o apply

o global

O among others O compare with

o combined with

O creativity

O capital

o varied

O academic

O uniquely

o be filled with o result from

O campus

O undergraduate

o debate

O absorb

o enroll

O countless

0O essence

O achievement

O consulting

O exceptional

l
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Profile of Foreign Universities Uniit 1

Understanding the Text

Main Reading
My University
Michael Pettis

I spent my university years mostly at Columbia University, and before I came

to China in 2001, while I was working on Wall Street, 1 was also a professor of
economics and finance there. Having been both student and teacher I know the

school quite well, which is not surprising because as long as I can remember, my

G

schoolboy dream was to go to Columbia University, and I have never stopped
loving the school.

Columbia, which was founded in 1754, is an Ivy League university, which
means that along with Brown, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, Penn, and
Yale, it is one of the eight oldest universities in the US. Like those other schools,
it has played an important role in US history, having educated, among others, 0
Alexander Hamilton, one of America’s Founding Fathers and in my opinion
the most brilliant and important of American leaders. Its former students and
professors include political leaders like Franklin Roosevelt and John Jay, scientists
like Enrico Fermi, poets and writers like Jack Kerouac and John Berryman, and
many of the leading intellectuals in American history. 15

It is also the school with the greatest number of Nobel Prize winners among its

faculty and alumni, having produced 64 Nobel Prize winners, including six Nobel

Prizes awarded in economics, medicine and physics just in the last five years.
That compares with MIT with 57 prizes, Oxford with 46, Harvard with 40, and

Princeton with 33. 20

Although most Columbians recognize that in some ways Columbia is very
typical of any of the world’s great universities, we always insist that there are three
things that make Columbia different from any other school. The first and most
obvious difference is that Columbia is located on a beautiful campus right in the
middle of New York City.

E Columbia students may at first be intimated by the city’s stfong reputation,

B
=

but most very quickly learn to adapt to and absorb the intellectual excitement of
the city. For me it was the fact that Columbia was the great school at the center of

New York that attracted me so strongly, even when I was young and even though I

had never lived in a big city before. After my first few weeks there (and I was often 0




