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* 1 I n most societies family is the principal institution for the socialization of children,
‘ that is, family is the key place for a child to be raised, shaped and to get ready

f for his future life. Needless to say, the success of educating a child, to a large
extent, lies in parents’ decisions about everything related to their children. Family

l education is a complete science, ranging from teaching “thank you” to choosing

;
%
:

i children’s lifestyle.

Warm-up

Read the following questions and discuss them with your partner. You may
refer to the following expressions.

3 parents’ value

1 model 2 repay one’s parents
A WAL SCHF R

5 excessive permissiveness

TEEE

4 parent-child relationship
KAEFFHX AR

1. The greatest love of all is the love from our parents. Do you agree with this?

2. Is there anything you find lacking concerning the relationship between you and your
parents?

3. Have you heard of the “Tiger Mother”, Amy Chua, who is a Yale law professor‘él{;:i‘ﬁrho
forced her seven-year-old daughter Lulu to practice piano for hours with no breaks for
water or even the bathroom?




~ College English Speaking Course @)
~ —— Communicative Speaking

Chinese Parents Told to Avoid Traditional

Errors in Family Education

Section (1) Listening

Listen to the recordings and read after the speakers.

Conwversatioww 1

A:

What’s new in the “China Comment” today?

B: Nothing as usual. Wait, look at this article, Four major errors in family education. 1 wonder
what errors my parents have committed.

A: Let me have a look. There are four major errors: greenhousing, censoring, sequencing,
and having great expectations. I bet my parents have committed several of them.

B: The first category, greenhousing, is a good metaphor. Indeed, children could not stand
the winds and rains without their parents’ protection.

A: Yes, just like in a greenhouse, a family with too much spoiling keeps too high a
temperature. The child may feel cold psychologically when leaving home.

B: Of course, there is a delicate balance. Parents should not be too strict, either, say,
too controlling. Otherwise, children would lack self-confidence due to inappropriate
criticism.

A: Many Chinese parents believe that a good child could only be raised through criticism.
But the fact is children need to be praised for their merits, according to education
experts.

Covnwersalior 2

A: What about this? Parents like to sequence their children among his classmates, usually in
regards to academic level.

B: Sadly, children who are raised in this way care about their academic scores more than
anything else. They lack team spirit and real competitiveness.

A: Unfortunately, my parents have done something like that. I suppose exam scores are not
a scientific way to decide the overall capabilities of a child.

B: It’s true. On the other hand, I kind of understand why parents would do that. According
to the Chinese tradition, all parents pin high hope on their children, hoping that they
will become the future “dragons”.

A: Yes, but there must be better ways for them to express such hope.

Yeah, I am going to have my parents read this article.



“Unit1 Family Education

Section @ Individual Activities

Please summarize The four major errors in Chinese traditional family
education according to the conversations above in your own words. Here are some
expressions for your reference.

1 traditional pmcticés B 2 fanulygreenhouse 3 censor
4 sequencing 2% ge;::;pecmuqn |

Please make examples based on the following expressions. You may use the
patterns in the sample.
ﬁ '
L e Sample Raising children through criticism
2 miﬁmctwﬂlchildm Many parents believe that they can raise their children through
momm:hspoi]mg : criticism. It means that when the child is misbehaving or not doing
4. -overall capability : what his parents ask_ him to do, they think the best way to correct it
e IS to criticize him. | remember when | was 13 years old, | enrolled
in an extracurricular math class. It was not my interest, but my mother thought it was necessary for me
to keep up with peers in school. Naturally, my performance disappointed her, and she criticized me for
not doing my best. But it didn't help much. | hated math even more because it brought me nothing but
ﬂﬁering. You seg, a child cannot be made excellent through criticism.

Section @ Pair Work

Tell your partner about the things your parents have suggested or made you
do. Do you like them? Here are some patterns for you to follow.

1. When [ was in primary school, my parents enrolled me in a piano/math/calligraphy class ...
2. Several years later, they decided that I should enter the best class in the best local high
school ...

3. Before I entered the university, they helped me choose my major ...



4. Opverall, I like/dislike the way they gave me suggestions ...
It is favorable when they ...

i

. However, I was upset when they ...

Section @ Group Work

Role play.
— Situation: TV interview on the Education Channel.

— Roles: TV host, Tiger Mother and her daughter from the U.S., a father and his son from China.
— Directions: Students are to discuss the way children are raised in the American and Chinese families.
Talk about the similarities and differences. The TV host should help the guests express their thoughts, and

figure out the ideal family education system together with them. Here are some expressions for your reference.

1 pin high hopeson ... - A a;t:c;great imPOI'tance;(;)
oo L R ER |
oty

4 parents tend to ...

3 intellectual growth o~ :
xw 5 There is still much to be @

e, EARREFTH,
\\M

— Suggested beginning and ending:

TV Host:  Good evening. Welcome to this new edition of ... Today we have invited ... Welcome to our Show.
Parents:  Good evening.
TV Host:  Along with people’s awareness of educational significance, family education is today’s topic ...

TV Host:  Family education in the U.S. is different from that in China, yet they resemble each other in some
ways ... Thanks for your time and sharing today ...

Presentation.

1. Each of the group members prepares a three-minute speech on the topic If I were a parent,

and presents it in front of the group. Here are some expressions for your reference.



Unit 1 Family Education

1 stand the winds and rains . 2 raise a child through criticism

L /) A /

3 overall capability 4 sense of competitiveness and creativity .
. 2EAE T W EFHUEER

2. Comment on each other’s speech in your group. You may ask for some advice in terms of

both language and idea.

You could improve the language if
You could improve the idea if
The overall performance is

Family Education Tends to Be More Mature and
Sensible

Section @ Retelling

Listen to the passage Family education tends to be more mature and
sensible, grasp the main idea and retell it to your partner with the help of the
following information.

o

o 0 0 O

In contrast to things ... ago, parents’ occupations have changed ...

... of parents hope their children would have a college education.

Spending time with children for taking walks and telling stories has been placed at ...

Those who hold dear to children’s intellectual growth have dropped to ... from ...
Parents who encourage children by facial expression and vocal praises ... over 10 years
ago.



Section @ Pair Work

Describe the following pictures to your partner, and answer the following
questions. Here are some expressions for your reference.

1. What are the pictures about? What are those people doing?

2. To what extent do you think parents’ educational background is important to family
education?

3. Do you think it’s a good idea if parents learn from grandparents to avoid some parenting

errors?
1 parental pressure 2 interact with children
. RAKBHES "’J BT AR )
3 grow up under more favorable circumstances 4 It is obvious that ...

@&Mk .3 / R

Section @ Discussion

Discuss with your partner about the passage and talk about the most
favorable change in family education in the past few decades. Here is an example:

A: Here is an interesting question. If you got to choose where you were born, a Western
family or a Chinese family, what would be your choice?

B: I would say the Western family three years ago. But now, a Chinese family is definitely



=

Unit 1 Family Education

my final choice, because parents in China have changed a lot in the past decade.

Really? What do you think is the most significant change?

In my opinion, parents in China have been giving their children more recognition.

Do you have any particular reason?

In the past, parents in China tended to criticize more than praise. They took children’s
progress as natural while failure was unacceptable, which was a bad thing to do.

That’s right. It has long been discovered that praise serves positively in both the
intellectual and emotional growth of children.

So I'm really glad that parents have realized this and made adjustments. How about you?

What is the biggest change for you?

m Leisure Time

-

A_joke

Father: How was Peter’s history exam? Did he do well?

Mother: No, he failed.

Father: How come? I've told him again and again to pay more
attention to his studies. It just went into one ear and came
out from the other. He should be punished.

Mother: He is not to blame. You know, the exam was all about
events before the poor boy was born.

EZXN V) Communication Skills

.

[ Ho \
How to start a cnnversatlon"

To start a conversanon for some people rt seems effortless . They glide across a room and, after just
a few words have kindled a warm conversation. For the rest of us, however, starting a conversation may
require more eﬁort Rere are a few tlps to make the process smoother and more pamless for aN mvolved

© Begin by mt:roducmg yourself, offering your hand to shake and smile.



