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lexandre Dumas was born in a
QA small town in France in 1802. His
father was a general and a companion of
Napoleon. Later Dumas used Napoleon and
his friends as characters in his novels.
Dumas grew up to be a huge man like his
father. He loved to eat, spend money, be
with friends—and write.

He went to Paris and wrote plays.
They were a success. When he turned to
novels, they were an even greater success.
He combined real people and events from
French history with imagined people and
plots. Soon he was forced to hire writers to
help him get down on paper all the stories
he was bursting with. Even though critics
called this a “Fiction Factory”, Dumas
produced hundreds of books, all widely read.

The most famous of all Dumas’ books

are The Three Musketeers, The Man in the
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Iron Mask, and The Count of Monte Cristo.
They have been read for over 100 years and
made into movies several times.

The Count of Monte Cristo has two
themes which were Dumas’ favorites—
revenge and money. He often dreamed of
revenge against the critics who attacked
him. And he loved money, so the thought of
the Count’ s unlimited wealth excited him.
Dumas,

writings, but he spent so freely that he died

himself, became rich from his

penniless in 1870.

Parts of the The Count of Monte Cristo
may seem unbelievable. Even so, the reader
enjoys the excitement and the speed at
which the story moves. Most of all, the
reader wants the Count to triumph—and he

does!
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The Ship Without a Captain
XA MK

S .

1 little boy first sighted the masts of the ship &
Pharaon. She was coming home to Mar-

Marseilles n. 5 2k ( 5%

1

seilles, France, with a cargo of cloth and dyes. As usu-
al, a crowd gathered to watch the docking, an exciting
event in 1815, for the handling of big sailing ships was
an art. But the Pharaon proceeded toward port so slow-
ly that the onlookers felt something must be wrong on
board.

Monsieur Morrel, the owner, was overjoyed to
hear that his ship was home. Now he saw that a tall sail-
or stood beside the wheel where old Captain Leclere

should have been. Morrel ordered a rowboat. He want-

ed to know the bad news at once. As he neared the Phar-
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& aon, he saw she was under the command of Edmond
Dantes.

Edmond ordered a rope dropped, and his employer

""""""""""""" climbed aboard. He looked anxiously into Edmond’ s

dark, intelligent eyes that now were full of sympathy.

“Bad news, sir. Captain Leclere was dead and bur-

ied at sea. He came down with brain fever after we left

Naples, Italy. He was raving toward the end, so I gave
the crew orders from then on. Your cargo and ship is
safe and sound.”

Morrel heard this news with many changes of ex-
pression. Though his captain was dead, before him stood
a fine replacement. Edmond Dantes was tall and strong
and knew the sea. His handsome face was sunburned
from many voyages, though he was only nineteen.

Morrel shook Edmond’ s hand and thanked him, “I
must consult my partner, but I think he will agree with

me that the new captain of the Pharaon will be you.”
feE/RABICLT A, Edmond s face lit up with happiness. “I hoped, sir,

- that I might have a chance. The crew and I are like
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brothers. No one resents my youth and...” &
Edmond stopped and his face clouded. He was

watching a man who had come from below and was

now walking toward them. The newcomer was a grim- Eba n. BRES

faced man about twenty-six. This was Monsieur Dan-

glars. Edmond corrected his last statement, “There may

be one who is not like my brother. Please excuse me,

sir. I must give orders to drop anchor and dock the

ship.”

Danglars greeted his employer with a great show
of respect. He glanced around to see that no one else
was listening before he said, “Monsieur Morrel, I must
report the mishandling of the Pharaon. No sooner was
our wonderful captain dead than this Dantes seized
command. Then he lost our time by putting into the is-
land of Elba for no reason. The ship needed no repairs.

Perhaps he merely wished to have a stroll ashore after

being so long at sea. He is very young, you know.”
Morrel frowned. “That was very wrong. But, as for FES MR,
taking command, he had that right as First Mate, Dan-
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!&. i glars. It was good experience since he will be the new

£
¢ captain, if my partner agrees with me.”

concealv. B | " | Y fgr d his disanooi

stripv. §1%F | Danglars’ grim face concealed his disappointment

exile n. M 7 at these words. He wanted to be made captain himself,

caution v. B4 mainly because of the increase in salary that went with it.

When Morrel questioned Edmond about the stop at

e

Elba, he found the young man’ s answer satisfactory.
Just before Captain Leclere began raving from his fe-
ver, he had ordered the stop. Edmond was to report to
> | Napoleon in Leclere’ s place and obey any orders the
ex-Emperor of France gave.

When Morrel heard Napoleon mentioned, he
looked around uneasily. Napoleon had been stripped of
his power and now lived in cxile on Elba. But there
were many Frenchmen who worked in secret to restore

him to the throne. Morrel was a businessman and did

not want to involve himself in politics. So he asked no
further questions about the visit to Elba and cautioned
piesx A LWATEK. | Edmond not to mention it to anyone else.

¢ & : ; ; » o .
S Captain Leclere said the same thing to me, said
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