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Unit .
Belonging to a

Group

NIT OBJECTIVES

1) Learning Capabilities
® to get access to academic writing, such as describing graphs and the format
of a thesis
® to develop the reading skills of skimming, scanning and getting main ideas
2) Life Capabilities
to familiarize students with the various ways of belonging to a group
to understand the real meaning of “belonging to a group”
to discuss problems related to belonging to a group
to develop the ability of solving problems, esp. problems arising from

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
(
|
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|
!
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Chapter _ :
B Marriage, Family and

the Home

HAPTER OBJECTIVES

® to learn to think before, while and after reading
® to learn to examine graphic information
® to learn to read and write through tasks

Text 1

TJhe Family Joday

Warming-Up Questions

1. What kind of family do you come from? Would you like to say about it?
Hints for discussion: a large family/an extended family/a nuclear family. . .

=2 = Unit 1  Belonging to a Group



2. What is a typical family in China like, in the past and today?
Hints for discussion: a large family, more than two generations live together , one-
child family
3. What do you know about a typical family in the United States?
(Open for discussion)
4. How many types of families are there in the United States today?
(Open for discussion)

Background Information

Census Bureau: An institution responsible for official counting of a country’s population
or of other classes of things, such as traffic, for statistical purposes. Beyond merely
determining the size and content of a country’s population, the modern census may
seek information on economic development and social issues, and is therefore an
essential tool in government planning.

R-rated movie: Restricted-Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian (age
varies in some places). This signifies that the rating board has concluded that the
film rated contains some adult material. Parents are urged to learn more about the
film before taking their children to see it. An R may be assigned due to, among
other things, a film’s use of language, theme, violence, sex or its portrayal of drug
use.

More information on Movie Ratings:

G: General Audience. All ages admitted. This signifies that the film rated contains
nothing most parents consider offensive for even their youngest children to see or
hear. Nudity, sex scenes, and scenes of drug use are absent; violence is minimal;
snippets of dialogue may go beyond polite conversation, but do not go beyond
common everyday expressions.

PG: Parental Guidance Suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children. This
signifies that the film rated may contain some material parents might not like to
expose to their young children — material that clearly needs to be examined or
inquired about before children are allowed to watch the film. Explicit sex scenes
and scenes of drug use are absent; nudity, if present, is seen only briefly, horror
and violence do not exceed moderate levels.

PG-13: Parents Strongly Cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children
under 13. This signifies that the film rated may be inappropriate for pre-teens.

Chapter 1 Marriage , Family and the Home =3'=



Parents should be especially careful about letting their younger children attend.
Rough or persistent violence is absent; sexually-oriented nudity is generally absent;
some scenes of drug use may be seen; some use of sexually explicit words may be

heard.

NC-17: No One 17 and Under Admitted. This signifies that the rating board believes
that most American parents would feel that the film is patently adult and that
children aged 17 and under should not be admitted to it. The film may contain
explicit sex scenes, an accumulation of sexually-oriented language, or scenes of
excessive violence. The NC-17 designation does not, however, signify that the rated

film is obscene or pornographic.

Questions for Digesting the Text

Paragraph 1

1. Why is there the traditional image of the average family?

Hints for discussion:

It is the result of the different social expectations of men and

women — men’s world is found outside home , while women’s is inside home .

2. Why is the traditional image of family relatively rare today?

Hints for discussion:

As the result of the women’s liberation movement , more women

continue working after they get married and even have children .

Paragraph 2

What are the positive and negative effects for women, men and children when wives do

not stay at home?
Hints for discussion:

Positive Effects Negative Effects
1) social pressure
1) life with more variety 2) discrimination, such as in employment or promotion
for women | 2) personal fulfillment 3) less time to communicate with family members
3) economic independence . . . 4) likeliness of being burdened with both work and
housework . ..
1) less financial pressure 1) housework
2) fewer conflicts arising from the | 2) responsibilities needing to be decided
for men housewife’s idleness 3) less care from his wife
3) more chances of understanding each | 4) loss of the dominant position in the family for the
other’s difficulties . . . husband . ..
(to be continued)
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Positive Effects Negative Effects
1) development of independence 1) less care from the mother
for child 2) fostering a sense of responsibility 2) mental problems arising from loneliness and
or chiidren 3) more unsupervised free time for their own isolation
personal development . . . 3) reduced supervision . . .
Paragraph 3
1. What do you think are the possible reasons that the economic gain fails to bring

happiness?

Hints for discussion: There will be conflicts in the family because husbands and wives
no longer fit in with their expected social roles.

How common are two-career families in China?

Hints for discussion: the most common family type in cities, the result of women’s

liberation — “women hold up half the sky”

. Do most couples share cleaning and childcare in China?

Hints for discussion: It is becoming popular in more and more families; this kind of

2”

husband is called the “new good man

Paragraph 4

Why do you think single-parent families are always headed by women?

Hints for discussion: Single-parent families are usually the result of divorce or having

illegitimate children. In the former case, women are more liable to get children’s
custody. In the latter case, it is always the mother who takes the responsibility of
childcare .

Paragraph 5

1.

What do you know from the fact that “most of these families live below or near the

poverty level”?

Hints for discussion: Most single-parent families have financial problems.

Why are female-headed families more likely to experience unemployment, lack of

social support, problems at school?

Hints for discussion:

¢ unemployment: Mothers have to take care of the children , which influences their
work performance;

® lack of social support: Single mothers endure more discrimination;
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