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1. Companionship of Books

Samuel Smiles

HHAEWRBRENEZR . DRAANENBRERE BEHALNBERETERETLRAN
BR. B . RENFREEREMERRAN TR XURFMBRELLTNH S D
Ao B2 B A AT B S B ek B R

A man may usually be known by the books he reads as well as by the company he
keeps; for there is a companionship of books as well as of men; and one should always live in
the best company, whether it be of books or of men,

A good book may be among the best of
friends. It is the same today that it always
was, and it will never change. It is the most
patient and cheerful of companions. It does
not turn its back upon us in times of
adversity or distress. It always receives us
with the same kindness; amusing and
instructing us in youth, and comforting and
consoling us in age.

Men often discover their affinity to each

other by the mutual love they have for a book

just as two persons sometimes discover a
friend by the admiration which both entertain for a third. There is an old proverb, “Love
me, love my dog.” But there is more wisdom in this: “Love me, love my book.” The book
is a truer and higher bond of union. Men can think, feel, and sympathize with each ot}}g&i ‘

through their favorite author. They live in him together, and he in them. they can find 'tﬁwén; :

{
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opinions from books, in reverse, the ideas of the author influence them too.

“Books,” said Hazlitt,“Wind into the heart; the poet’s verse slides in the current of our
blood. We read them when young, we remember them when old. We feel that it has
happened to ourselves. They are to be very cheap and good. We breathe but the air of
books. ”

A good book is often the best urn of a life enshrining the best that life could think out;
for the world of a man’s life is, for the most part, but the world of his thoughts. Thus the
best books are treasuries of good words, the golden thoughts, which, remembered and
cherished, become our constant companions and comforters. “They are never alone,” said
Sir Philip Sidney, “that are accompanied by noble thoughts. ”

The good and true thought may in times of temptation (lure) be as an angel of mercy
purifying and guarding the soul. It also enshrines the germs of action, for good words almost
always inspire to good works.

Books possess an essence of immortality. They are by far the most lasting products of
human effort. Temples and statues decay, but books survive. Time is of no account with
great thoughts, which are as fresh today as when they first passed through their author’s
minds, ages ago. What was then said and thought still speaks to us as vividly as ever from
the printed page. The only effect of time have been to sift out the bad products; for nothing
in literature can long survive but what is really good.

Books introduce us into the best society; they bring us into the presence of the greatest
minds that have ever lived. We hear what they said and did; we see the as if they were really
alive; we sympathize with them, enjoy with them, grieve with them; their experience
becomes ours, and we feel as if we were in a measure actors with them in the scenes which
they describe.

The great and good do not die, even in this world. Embalmed in books, their spirits
walk abroad. The book is a living voice. It is an intellect to which on still listens. Hence we
ever remain under the influence of the great men of old. The imperial intellects of the world

are as much alive as they were ages ago.
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2. True Nobility

Ernest Hemingway
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In a calm sea, every man is a pilot.

But all sunshine without shade, all pleasure without pain, is not life at all. Take the lot
of the happiest—it is a tangled yarn. Bereavements and blessings, one following anther,
make us sad and blessed by turns. Even death itself makes life more loving. Men come
closest to their true selves in the sober moments of life, under the shadows of sorrow and
loss.

In the affairs of life or of business, it is not intellect that tells so much as character, not
brains so much as heart, not genius so much as self-control, patience, and discipline,
regulated by judgment.

1 have always believed that the man who has begun to live more seriously within begins
to live more simply without. In an age of extravagance and waste, I wish I could show to the
world how few the real wants of humanity are.

To regret one’s errors to the point of not repeating them is true repentance. There is
nothing noble in being superior to some other man. The true nobility is in being superior to

your previous self.
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e. g. His grandmother spun him a yarn at the fire.
b 375 95 6 K AP 30 25 At R

bereavement n. GEAN) T ;KRFEKZH

sober adj. iR, FFEMN

regulate v. Bl , ¥

extravagance n%@,ﬁg,ﬂﬁﬁg)\

repentance n. 5§, K
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3. We Are on a Journey

Henry Van Dyke
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Wherever you are, and whoever you may be, there is one thing in which you and I are
just alike, at this moment, and in all the moments of our existence. We are not at a rest, we
are on a journey. Our life is not a mere fact; it is a movement, a tendency, a steady,
ceaseless progress towards an unseen goal. We are gaining something, or losing something,
every day. Even when our position and our character seem to remain precisely the same,
they are changing. For the mere advance of time is a change. It is not the same thing to have
a bare field in January and in July. The season makes the difference. The limitations that are
childlike in the child are childish in the man.

Everything that we do is a step in one direction or another. Even failure to do something
is in itself a deed. It sets us forward or backward. The action of the negative pole of a
magnetic needle is just as real as the action of the positive pole. To decline is to accept—the
other alternative.

Are you nearer to your port today than you were yesterday? Yes,—you must be a little
nearer to some port or other; for since your ship was first launched upon the sea of life you
have never been still for a single moment; the sea is too deep, you could not find an

anchorage if you would; there can be no pause until you come into port.
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