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READING SKILL: Context Clue to Word Meaning |

What would you do when you come across a new word in your reading? You
take a guess, and then read on, because you expect the writer to give you some
clues to the meaning of the new word. Actually, the meanings of many words will
be clear from context — the words or sentences before or after the item you do
not know. You can figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word by looking for
clues provided by context. For example, if you did not know the word “context”
but finished reading the previous sentence, you will have comprehended well
enough what it means: “the words or sentences before or after the item you do
not know.”

Context sometimes provides definition clues. Consider: “Linguistics, the
scientific study of language, is very important for language students.” Notice the
italicized word is clearly defined. Besides the formal definition, the writer may
also give explanation after such punctuation marks as comma (,), dash (—) or
within parentheses. Consider: “Some good readers find it helpful to use their
sense to visualize — or picture — what they read.” Using information provided in
the context, you will have some idea of the meaning of the italicized word
“visualize”: “to form a picture of something in the mind.”

Context sometimes gives example clues. Consider: “Like horses, human
beings have a variety of gaits: they amble, stride, jog, and sprint.” Notice several
examples are given to shed light on the meaning of the italicized word “gait”: “a
way of walking.” In the sentences with example clues, the examples are usually
signaled by certain words or phrases like such as, including, for example, for
instance or to illustrate. Consider: “Phobias, such as fear of height, fear of water,
or fear of crowds, can be eliminated through conditioning.” With the help of the

example clues given by the context, you can quite easily guess the meaning of -

the italicized word: “a strong, unnatural, and usually unreasonable fear.”

Although context clues are useful in discovering the meaning of an unknown
word, there are some limitations to this approach. The meaning you get from the
context may be vague or general. Sometimes there is too much unfamiliar lan-
guage to allow you to use the context. While you do not interrupt your reading to
look up new words in a dictionary, you may still want to check your guess if you
find that some words are used often and seem to be important in your field. In
such cases, mark the unknown words when you are reading, and look them up
later.
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WORD PRETEST

For each italicized word, choose the best meaning below.

1. In high school, he won several Best Student Awards for his outstanding academic achievements.

A. philosophical B. reasonable C. hardworking D. scholarly
2. She is known for her accomplishment in improving the country’s medical system.
A. policy B. achievement C. failure D. action
3. The customer asks the salesman to demonstrate how to use the machine.
A. express B. show C. protest D. sample
4. The company is run by capable and dedicated people.
A. professional B. clever C. devoted D. hardworking
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5. New York is a culturally diverse city.
A. same B. rich C. unique ~ D. different
6. In New York in the 1990s, there was a fad for wearing skin-tight pants called “leggings.”

A. strange custom or style B. fashionable clothing
C. faded clothing D. fashion for a short period
7. This research gives some validity to the theory that the drug might cause cancer.
A. foundation B. forcefulness C. efficiency D. currency
8. Sister Mary is a person of great humility.
A. sympathy B. modesty C. nobility D. pride
NS ——TEXTH

On Being a Student

Donald E. Simanek

A student means more than merely being a pupil. Times change. The definition of “student”
once was “one who studies something.” Today it can mean merely “one who attends a school,
college or university.” This modern definition does not suggest that the person does anything other
than “attend.’f College and university professors still use the first definition, and schools have ways,
such as exams and grades, to ensure that those who attend will study and learn something.

What makes the student stand out from the rest of the class? The four As — attitude, academic
skills, awareness, and accomplishment — certainly are a large part of it, and a student who has them
will be very likely to earn As.

@  Attitude means an honest desire to learn and the willingness to do hard intellectual work. It is
also shown by how well you can work on subjects in which you have little interest, and how
much you can achieve even when a professor’s style isn’t to your liking.

@  Academic skills include ability to read with comprehension, intelligent use of resources (including
library resources), logical skills, efficient study habits, and the ability to communicate clearly
and fluently in speaking and writing.

@  Awareness of what’s going on in the world around you, and the habit of intelligently relating it
to your courses. For example, when taking a course in political science, you should relate what
you are learning to what is happening around the world.

@  Accomplishment is demonstrated by the successful application of what you understand. The
evidence of that is:

1. correct and confident application of what you’ve learned to new problems and challenges,

2. clear and effective communication of your understanding through speaking and writing, and

3. possession of information, skills and understanding sufficient to allow you to continue your



