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" TRANSCENDING BOUNDARIES

Abstract

This book presents an empirical research on the testimonies of the
Muslim converts, including 71 Chinese, 53 Malaysian Chinese and 1
Philippian American Muslim, by means of Anthropological methodolo-
gy, namely, interviews and field study. The focus of the research
touches upon such aspects of the converts as the cultural backgrounds,
professions, converting motivations, lineage relations, religious knowl-
edge and practice, social communications, ethnical interactive, religious
and ethnical identities, together with the issues of education, marriage,
family, predicament and hardship. It is the research that initially stud-
ies the religious converts from the perspective of Anthropology and that
provides invaluable data for further study in the interdisciplinary field
of the Anthropology of Religion within China. Noticeably, the research
findings are of practical significance in eliminating cultural prejudice,
promoting ethnical integration, advocating coexistence of different cul-
tures and civilizations, and promoting social harmony in such a plural-

istic social context in contemporary China.
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