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Part One
Chapter 3

‘I expected no less from your great magnificence ?,
dear sir, replied Don Quixote. ‘So I will tell you that the
favour I begged® of you, and you in your generosity ®
granted®, is that you will knight® me on the morning of
tomorrow. This night I will watch my arms in the chapel®
of this castle of yours, and tomorrow, as [ said, my dearest
wish will be fulfilled, and I shall have the right to ride
through all quarters of the world in search of adventures?,
for the benefit of the distressed ®, according to the
obligations @ of knighthood and of knights errant® like

myself, whose minds are given to such exploits®.”

Promptly received his instructions as to keeping watch
over his armour® in a great yard which lay on one side of
the inn. He gathered all the pieces together and laid them
on a stone trough®, which stood beside a well. Then,
buckling® on his shield®, he seized his lance and began to
pace lively up and down before the trough. And just as he
began his watch, night began to fall.

The innkeeper® told everyone staying in the inn® of

his guest’s craziness®, of the watching of the armour, and
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New Words
(Dmagnificence [ meg nifasns] n.
PN

Dbeg [beg] v. BoR

generosity [ *dzena‘rosati ] n. 4

@grant [grent] v. #4F

®knight [nait] n. ¥+

©chaple [ tfzpl] n. /N, /ML
k-4

(Dadventure [ ad'ventfa] n. #if,
4

g
@distress [distres] v. ¥, K
@obligation [obla'geifan] n. ¥
£, X%
(@errant [ eront] adj. 1T HFRE
exploit [ eksploit ] n. Bk
@armour [ a:ma] n. 25H
Bfrough [trof ] n. K
@buskle ['bakl] v. #---404E
Gshield [ f:1d] n. &
(@Ginnkeeper [ “inikipa ] n. HRIEZ1R
@inn [in] n. /NRIE , B4%
Bcraziness [ ‘kreizinis ] n. K$
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of the knighting he was expecting; and, wondering at this
strange form of madness, they came out to observe™ him
from a distance, and watched him, sometimes pacing up
and down with a peaceful look and sometimes leaning on
his lance and gazing on his armour, without taking his
eyes off it for a considerable time. Night had now fallen,
but the moon was so bright that she might have rivalled
the orb that lent her his light; so that whatever the novice
knight did was clearly visible? to all. Just then it occurred
to one of the carriers who was staying at the inn to go and
water his mules®, and to do this he found it necessary to
remove Don Quixote’s armour, which lay on the trought®.
But the knight, seeing him draw near, addressed him in a
loud voice: ‘You, whoever you are, rash knight, who

© errant

come to touch the armour of the most valorous
that ever girt on a word, take heed what you do. Do not
touch it unless you wish to lose your life in payment for
your temerity.’

The carrier paid no attention to this speech — it
would have been better if he had regarded© it, for he
would have been regarding his own safety — but, laying
hold of the straps®, threw the armour some distance from
him. At this sight Don Quixote raised his eyes to heaven®,
and addressing his thoughts, as it seemed, to his lady
Dulcinea, cried: ‘Assist © me, lady, in the first affront

offered to this enraptured heart! Let your favour and
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New Words

Dobserve [abrzaiv] v. WE
Qyvisible [ ‘vizabl ] adj. 13RI
@mule [ mju:l] n. BT

(@trough [trof ] n. R4
(Bvalorous [ valaras | adj. BEL
®regard [ri‘ga:d ] v. 1 HE, &
(Dstrap [strep ] n. B

' ®heaven [ ‘hevan] n. X%

@assist [o-sist] v. #H)
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protection fail me in this first trial® ’

And, saying these words and others like them, he
loosened® his shield and, raising his lance in both hands,
dealt his adversary® a mighty blow on the head with i,

- which threw him to the ground so injured that, if it had
been followed by a second, the carrier would have had no

use for a surgeon®

to cure him. This done, Don Quixote
gathered his arms together again and paced up and down
once more with the same composure® as before.

A little later a second carrier, not knowing what had
happened since the first man still lay stunned®, came out
with the same intention® of watering his mules®. But, just
as he was going to clear the armour from the trough, Don
Quixote, without uttering a word or begging anyone’s
favour, loosened his shield again, once more raised head
— for he opened it in four places — without damage to
his weapon®. At the noise all the people insthe inn rushed
out, among them the ‘innkeeper. Whereupon ® Don
Quixote buckled on his shield and, putting his hand to his
sword, cried: ‘O beauteous®? lady, strength and vigour® of
this enfeebled® heart! Now is the time to turn your
illustrious eyes on this your captive ® knight, who is
awaiting so great an adventure®.’

With this it seemed to him that he gained so much
courage that if all the carriers in the world had attacked

him he would not have yielded® a foot. When the fellows
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New Words

Orrial [ traiol ] n. XK

@loosen [ ‘luisan] v. H
(Dadversary [ zdvasori] n. HF
(@surgeon [ 'so:dzon] n. SMRHEA:
(Bcomposure [kam'pauza] n HE
®stun [stan] v. §8---3T4
(Dintention [in‘tenfon] n. H#
®mule [mju:l] n. BF
@weapon [ 'wepan] n. R3%
®whereupon[,weara'pon]conj T
@beauteous [ -bju:tios] adj FEmHY
@vigour [viga] n. ¥4
enfeeble [in‘fizbol] v. BH
@captive [ keptiv] adj BHFHH
(Badventure [d'ventfa] n. B
®yield [jizld ] v. /53R
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of the wounded men saw them in that plight they began
to shower stones on Don Quixote from some way off. He
protected himself from them as best he could with his
shield P, out dared not leave the trough, for fear of
abandoning his armour®. And the innkeeper shouted to
them to leave hin® alone, for he had already told them
that he was a madman and, being mad, would go scot-
free, even though he killed them all.

Don Quixote shouted also, even louder.

Now the innkeeper had begun to dislike his guest’s
pranks, and decided to cut the matter short and give him
his wretched® order of knighthood immediately, before
anything else could go wrong. So he apologized® for the
insolence ® with which those low fellows had behaved
without his knowledge, adding, however, that they had
been soundly punished for their audacity. And seeing, as
he had said before, that there was no chapel ® in that
castle, there was no need, he declared, for the rest of the
ceremony ® ; for, according to his knowledge of the
ceremonial of the order,the whole point of conferring®
knighthood lay in the blow on the neck and the stroke on
the shoulder, and that could be performed® in the middle
of a field. And Don Quixote had already more than
fulfilled the duty of the watching of arms, for he had been

more than four hours on vigil®, whereas all that was
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New Words

(Dshield [ fistd | n. &

Parmour [amma | n. ZH

Dhin [him ] pron. ftb

@wretch [retf | n. A%
(Gapologize [ 2'pola,d3aiz ] v. IH#K
®insolence [ “insalans | n. Tl
Dchapel [ chapal | n. %
@ccremony | ‘ceramoani | n. {X3X
@xconfer [kan‘fa | v. fiit
Wperform [pa-form ] v. 7. 528K
@vigil [ 'vidzal] n. BHL
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required was a two hours’ watch.

Don Quixote believed all this, and said he was ready
to obey® him. He begged him to conclude the matter as
briefly® as possible; for if he were again attacked, once
knighted, he was resolved to leave no one alive in the
castle, except such as he might spare at the castellan’s
bidding, and out of regard for him.

Forewarned and apprehensive @, the castellan then
brought out the book in which he used to enter the
carri—ers’ accounts for straw and barley. Then, followed
by a boy carrying a candleend® and by the two maidens,
he went up to Don Quixote and ordered him to kneel.
Next, reading out of his manual®, as if he were reciting
some devout© prayer, in the middle of his reading he
raised his hand and dealt the knight a sound blow on the
neck, followed by a handsome stroke on the back with
the Don’s own sword, all the while muttering® in his
teeth as if in prayer. When this was over he bade one of
the ladies gird on Don Quixote’s sword, which she did
with great agility and some discretion, no small amount of
which was necessary to avoid bursting with laughter at
each stage of the ceremony. But what they had already
seen of the new knight’s prowess® kept their mirth within
bounds. And as she girt. on his sword the good lady said:
‘God make your worship a fortunate® knight and give
you good luck in your battles.’
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New Words

(Dobey [a-bei] v. MM

briefly [ ‘bri:fli] adj. HE K

(3apprehensive] \zpri‘hensiv ] ad.
LK

(@xandleend [ ‘kzndlend ] n ¥ sk

(®manual [ ‘manjual] n FHt

(©)devout [di'vaut ] adj. ()

@mutter [ 'mata] v. /NI

@prowess [ 'proulis ] n. FHiH ¥
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Don Quixote asked her to tell him her name, as he
wished to know in future days to whom he owed the
favour received, for he meant to confer on her some part
of the honour he was to win by the strength of his arm.
She replied very humbly® that her name was La Tolosa,
and that she was the daughter of a cobbler® in Toledo
who lived among the stalls of Sancho Bienaya, adding
that, wherever she might be, she was at his service® and
he should be her master. Don Quixote begged® her, in
reply, as a favour to him, henceforth™ to take the title of
lady and call herself Dona Tolosa, which she promised to
do. The other lady then put on his spurs®, and his
conversation with her was almost the same as with the lady
of the sword®. He asked her name, and she replied that she
was called La Molinera, and that she was the daughter of an
honest miller® in Antequera. The Don requested her also
to take the title of lady and call herself Dona Molinera,
renewing® his offers of service and favours.

Now that these unprecedented® ceremonies had been
hurried through posthaste and at top speed, Don Quixote
was impatient to be on horseback and to ride out in
search of adventures. So, saddling Rocinante at once, he
mounted; then, embracingﬁ’ his host, he thanked him for
the favour of knighting him in such extravagant® terms
that it is impossible to write them down faithfully. The

innkeeper, once he saw him safely out of the inn, replied
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