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Introduction :

1, English Phonetics

Every language is composed of three elements, i.c., pro-
nunciation, vocabulary and grammar, but pronunciation. is
essential. Phonetics, the study and science of speech sounds
is a branch of linguistic studies. It is closely connected with
the study of grammar, lexicology and so on.' “Without
phonetics there can be no-morphology of a spoken language,
without intonation no syntax,” as Professor Firth declared.
Professor A. C. Gimson also noted that “to speak any language
a person must know nearly 100% of its phonetics, while only
50—90% of its erammar and 19 of the vocabuiarv: may be suffi~
cient.” So we must make great efforts at pronunciation first
and foremost in order to study English well.

Pronunciation of a language is nowadays held to embrace
three component factors, i.c., sounds, rhythm and intonation.
But it is difficult to say which of them is more important.
However, more and more people, even those who take English
.as a foreign language, have come to realize that it is far fiom
encugh to be able to reproduce accurately all the phonemes
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in isolation. They have also found that correctly pronounced
phonemes can not ensure a good general pronunciation unless the
proper rhythm and intonation are used. Famous Professor
A. LLoyd James compared rhythm and intonation to carrier
waves of the broadcasting station. He said: “Just as every
broadcasting station in'the world has its own carrier waves,
so every language has its own rhythm and intonation. A re-
ceiving station that is tuned to receive a certain carrier wave
receives that wave, and all the sound waves carried by it, easily
and accurately. Every Englishman is-a receiving station
tuned to pick up sounds and speech transmitted onthe carrier
wave of English rhythm and intonation,. If these are not
normal, then- reception, which in this case implies understand-
ing, is made difficult, if not impossible.” - If we wish to acquire
a good English pronunciation, we must do our utmost to break
down habits of rhythm that are firmly ingrained, and we must
accustom ourselves to use speech melodies that aie as foféign_ to-
- our native ear as they are foreign to our native grammar.
English phonetics has been too much neglected in English
language teaching for a long time.: The importance of rhythm
and intonation is generally overlooked even by lots of teachers
of English. To strongly emphasize the idea of rhythm and
intonation, we have ventured in our ‘textbogk to put the two
parts on rhythm and intonation before the part on phonemes. It is-
sincerely hoped and firmly believed that this new arrangement
will help the students, who have a fairly good foundation ot
English after studying for six years in middle schools, will obtain
good speech ‘habits of correct rhythm and intouati_m;, hence a
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good mastery of speech sounds in: progress.

The plenty of excercises in this book will enable the English
learners to have a good command of English phonetics if only
they have got the correct study method.

2. Study Method

This is an intermedijate level book for practical Englisk pho-
netics of coilcgc students. The students are expected to do sys-
tematically a lot of practice—training and excertises urnder the
guidance of the teacher and the fundamental theory explained
m the book. ,

As we all know, language learning Bcgins with the ear.
So in learning English pronuncjation, first of ll, the students
arc required to listen carcfully and attentively and to hear
accurately stresses, stress patterns, tones; tunes, and phonemes.
Then they should make every effort to imitate all of them.
It is important to rcalize that imitation is the best and soundest
method in learning pronunciation when coupled with an
adequate knowledge of phonetic theoty. Theory and practice
should always go hand in hand. It is imperative to make clear
the characteristics of English rhythm, the ‘most striking one
of which is that the stressed syllables tend to occur at relatively
regular intervals of time. Then the students are' led in chanting
the excrcises on stress patterns while beating the time with their
hands. The loud collective reading will leave deep impressions
on the minds of the students, cultivating good language habits.
Since tones are foundations of tunes, it is necessary to practise
them one by one before the work on tone-groups, tunes and
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their functions. A world of practice will be done on - pho-
nemes by the students in learning the fitst two parts. It is
_not surprising that they will be able to articulate the phonemes
prctty well by the time they. finish Part II. This is what
we often say “Where water flows, a channel is formed.”
Nevertheless, it is significant and profitable to review and sum up
the important - -oints for correctly pronouncing each phoneme.
So long as they keep on practising reading aloud every day,
the students.will have a good command of English phonetics

in time,

3. International Phonetic Alpkabet

Internatienal Phonetic Alphabet (IPA for short) is a sys-
tem of letters and symbols designed to provide a universally
understood system of representing phonemes. It has proved
scientific and useful in teaching and research.

IPA has two types of transcription, namely, the Broad
Transcription and the Narrow Transcription. The former
is widely used .in textbooks and dictionaries whereas the latter,
which has additional symbols, is rather complicated and less
commonly used. One point worthy of note is that phonetic
symbols should be put in two slanting bars /  / instead of
brackets [ ].

Pronunciation is continually changing and developing.
Some remarkable changes have already taken place in English
in recent years. Following is a table showing the prominent
changes in pronunciation and symbols.



Table of International Phonetic Alphabet

Consonants ' Vowels
Sym-| Key |No. |LDCE| cPD|EPD |EPD | Key
_bol Word : (l3th) | (141!:).' ‘Word
pen 1 i: [ ir i sheep
b back 2 1|1 i 1 ﬂp
t tea 3 [ e e e ¢ bed
d day 4 P z F-3 = bad
k key 5 a a a: a calm.
g gay 6 D o 2 P pot
tf cheer 7 2: | 9 23 9: caught
ds | jump 8 o | © u a4 pat
f fow 9 | w u u: u: bset -
v view 10 A A A A cut
0 thing 11 3 3 ) 3 bird
Fy then 12 ) 2 2 ) cupboard
s soon 13 er el el er make
z || Zcro 14 20 U u a0. note ‘
| fishing | 15 ar ar ai ar bite
3 pleasure-| 16 au | av au as | now
b hot 17 ar ar 2 oI boy
m sum 18 » » i? n here




n sum 19 e (-] € e there
D sung 20 Vo o) w | U poor
1 led '

r red

J yet

w wet

LDCE = Longman Dictionary of Comtemporary English
CPD = Concise Pronouncing Dictionary

EPDI3th = English Pronouncing Dictionary (13th ed.)
EPD14th = English Pronouncing Dictionary (14th ed.)

4, British English and American English

There are several varieties of English pronunciation, such
as British, American, Australian, Canadian, South African, etc.
But BrE and AmE are two most influential ones. The type of
English pronunciation described and introduced in this textbook
is known as Received Pronunciation. RP is generally spoken
among the educated people in Southern England. It is easily
understood in all English-speaking countries. This type of
English has been studied, investigated, described and recorded
more comprehensively and thoroughly than any other type.
In our country RP has always been adopted as a teaching stand-
ard in middlé schoolsand colleges for dozens of years. However,
in recent years, some people try to learn American English.
Generally speaking, AmE includes Eastern American, Southern
American and General American. GA is spoken by the
majority of the American people. It is widely used in textbooks,
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radio"aud TV programmes in the US.A. |
The students can learn cither BrE or AmE, however, they
are advised not to mix them up.
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List of Symbols Used

1. Symbols for Phonemes

1) ‘Vowels

/i:/ as in key / ki:/
/i/ as in pit ; pit /
/e/ asin pet / pet/
/®/ as in pat /pzt/

Jo:/ asin cur / ka:/
/2/ as in about /a'baut/, upper /'Apa/
/A/ as in bus /bas/, brother /'brada/

/Ju:/ asin coo /ku: /

/u/ as in put /put/

/o:/ as in score /sko:/, course /ko:s/
/>/ as in pot /pot/

Ja:/ as in car /ka:/

/ei/ as in bay /bei/

/ai/ as in buy /bai/, by /bai/
/2i/ as in bey /boi/

/ou/ as in go /gou/
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