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As you all must recognize, we are living today in a most difficult
period. The war years were critical, at times alarmingly so. But I think
that the present period is in many respects even more critical. The
problems are different but no less vital to the national security than
those during the days of active fighting. But the more serious aspect is
the fact that we no longer display that intensity, that unity of purpose
with which we concentrated upon the war task and achieved the
victory. Now that an immediate peril is not plainly visible, there is a
natural tendency to relax, and to return to business as usual, politics as
usual, pleasure as usual.

Many of our people have become indifferent to what I might
term the long-time dangers to the nation’s security. It is natural and
necessary, that there should be a relaxation of wartime tensions. But I
feel that we are seriously failing in our attitude toward the international
problems whose solution will largely determine our future. The public
appears generally in the attitude of a spectator—interested, yes,
but, whose serious thinking is directed to local, immediate matters.
Spectators of life are not those who will retain their liberties nor are
they likely to contribute to their country’s security. There are many who
deplore, but few who are willing to act, to act directly or to influence
political action. Action depends upon conviction, and conviction in turn
depends upon understanding—a general understanding both of the past
history of man on this globe and an understanding that action is a basic
necessity of man’s nature. Justice Holmes said, “Man is born to act. To
act is to affirm the worth of an end, and to affirm the worth of an end is
to create an ideal.” So I say to you as earnestly as I can that the attitude
of the spectator is the culminating frustration of man’s nature. We have

had a cessation of hostilities, but we have no genuine peace. Here at



