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The Texture of Norman Mailer's

The Armies of The Night

Ren Shaozeng

Texture is a matter of meaning relations, and
semantic relations are the basis of cohesion,
(Halliday and Hasan, 1989) To study the internal
texture, it is mnecessary first of all to study
cohesion, Cohesion means the linking together of
different parts of a text through the use of words
and grammatical constructions which depend on
other parts of the text for their interpretation
(Fries, 1991), What we must do is to find such
cohesive ties between parts of a text, and it is
these ties that help create cohesion of the text,
In the case of a full-length novel, cohesion is
expected to manifest itself between paragraphs of
each chapter, between chapters of each part and
between parts of a book, This means that we
assume that each paragraph is a cohesive unit
and so we start at the paragraph level, and

proceed to identify cohesive ties between paragra—
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phs, those between chapters, between parts and
ultimately between the two books of the novel,
Samples will be studied, They are Chapter II of
each Book, and also Part IV of Book I, which
consists of as many as 1l chapters, Now let us
look at the devices and ties found in Chapter II
of Book I summarized in table 1.1

Explicit cohesive ties are identified in each of
the twenty-one paragraphs in this chapter, It is
worthy of note that we invariably find a cohesive
tie or ties linking the first sentence of a paragraph
with the last of the preceding one, This makes
for easy transition from paragraph to paragraph
and might be regarded as a characteristic feature
of narration, Although semantic relations are the
basis of cohesion, we have not found a single case
in which two paragraphs hang together through
association of sheer meaning, Besides, substitution
and ellipsis as grammatical cohesive ties do not
seem to apply across paragraphs, for they require
immediate adjacency and often parallelism, As the
table demonstrates reference and repetition are the
two major devices by which paragraphs are rela-
ted, However, no exorphoric reference is found,
for no immediate situation grants its use. Besides,

the proper noun “Mailer” (7 occurrences) appears

4
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.2

more often than the pronoun “he” (4 occurrences)
that refers to it, The noun is repeated to achieve
explicitness in a new paragraph, The reader will
readily know who is being talked about, “He”
appears in such short clauses as He lost his bet
and he growled in one-sentence paragraphs, which
will not pose any problem as to the identity of
the theme,

Now let us turn to the second chapter of
Book II, to see how the paragraphs cohere,

In comparison with Table 1.1, Table 1.2
demonstrates the following features,

(1) Logical connecters are used more often
here than in Chapter 2 of Book T,

(2) In a number of paragraphs the first
sentence contains one end of a cohesive tie that
does not find the other end of the tie in the last
sentence of the previous paragraph, but in the
middle of the paragraph,

(3) Only one pronoun %they” is found as a
tie,

(4) Seven different words are repeated instead
of two in Table 1.1.

These features reflect the difference in field
between the two, Chapter 2 of Book [ centers on

the protagonist Norman Mailer, whereas Chapter

5 .
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2 of Book II discusses what form the demonstration
would take and which would be chosen as the
target, Congress or the Pentagon, So different
views were aired and argued, and possibilities
explored, This may account for the repetition of
different words and the use of a number of
conjunctives,

Again, no instance of substitution, ellipsis or
exorphoric reference is found as a device of
cohesion. But we need to modify the observation
we made about the cohesive ties found in Chapter
2 of Book I that the cohesion of two paragraphs
is achieved through the linking of the first
sentence of a paragraph to the last of the previous
one by a cohesive tie might be regarded as a
characteristic feature of long narration by claiming
it to be a feature of narration of personal exper-
ience, We must also note repetition is still the
major device in achieving cohesion between para-
graphs,

In studying the cohesion of the two chapters
we concentrate on the first sentemce of each
paragraph to see if there is any word or phrase
that refers back to an item in the preceding
paragraph, especially in the last sentence of the

preceding paragraph, to form a cohesive tie

8 .



between the two paragraphs, A question naturally
presents itself to us. Does the cohesive tie thus
identified mean that the two paragraphs cohere?

To answer the question we need to take a quick
look at the paragraph as a unit of written language,
A paragraph is in itself a text, and therefore has
its internal structure, The English paragraph is
generally composed of Claim and FElaboration,

usually centering round one theme or dealing with
a particular point of it, Generally the first
sentence that marks the beginning of the genera-
tion of the paragraph is the topic sentence, As
the term suggests, it sets out the topic or the
theme of the paragraph, The English paragraph
is generally deductively organized, so the last
sentence of the paragraph, which may be the end
of an elaboration generally refers back to the
theme, As a paragraph only forms part of a
chapter, the theme of a paragraph is often the
theme of the chapter, or a theme that is shared
by more than one paragraph, a new paragraph
often takes up the same theme and expands on it.
These experiential meaning relations call for
cohesive ties across paragraphs,On the other hand
the logical meaning relations between paragraphs

find expression in logical connectors, Furthermore,

e 0



1.3

both meaning relations require the ties and conn-
ectors to appear in the first sentenee -of a
paragraph, All this serves to justify our concen-
tration on the beginning sentence of a paragraph,

With this explanation done, we will move on to
Part IV of Book I to see how the chapters are
brought together to form an even larger cohesive
unit, for by the same token the first sentence of
each chapter should contain cohesive ties and
logical connectors - that are the indications of
cohesion of the whole part,

In column A are listed sentences containing
lexical ties near the end of a chapter and in
Column B are listed the first sentence of each of
the subsequent chapters containing words that
refer back to those in column A, thus forming
cohesive ties, It is interesting to note that all the
cohesive ties found in Column A are found in the
last paragraph of each chapter, In fact out of the
ten sentences listed five are the first sentences of
the paragraphs, two of them are also the last,
since the paragraphs consist each of a single
sentence, Two others are the second sentences,
They are virtually a continuation of the first
sentences, For instance [t was the U. S, Post

Office follows Now they reached their prison
10 -
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