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Preface I

The Kumtura Thousand Buddha Caves represent an important
cultural heritage site of the Silk Road, evidencing the artwork of Kuqa
culture, and demonstrating influences from other Central Asian countries.
The caves are famous for their unique history and scientific and aesthetic
value, providing important evidence of cultural integration and historical
fluctuations in ancient times. In 1961 the Kumtura caves became one
of the first sites to be recognized by the State Council of China for its
National Cultural Heritage and since that time the Chinese government
has paid a high level of attention to the conservation of the site. The caves
were listed on the World Heritage Tentative List in 2006.

Due to the significant cultural heritage of this site to mankind, the
conservation work at Kumtura has received international attention and
support. Since 2001, UNESCO has been coordinating a joint project
between the Chinese and Japanese governments entitled the “Conservation
and Restoration of Kumtura Thousand Buddha Caves”. This project
focuses on developing solutions to the threats facing Kumtura.

Through close cooperation, the project achieved outstanding results.
The project has not only contributed to the stabilisation of some important
cave structures and their murals, it has also led to the accumulation of highly
detailed, technical information about the site. This information will be
essential to the successful ongoing conservation and restoration of the site.

This project is the first large-scale international cooperation project
at Kumtura. During the eight-year implementation period, UNESCO,
Chinese and Japanese experts and technicians carried out in-depth

research and conservation work at the site. Despite facing particularly
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challenging circumstances, these experts and technicians established
a deep friendship, showed dedication towards heritage protection,
maintained mutual respect and communication with each other, and
worked together to overcome difficulties.

I would like to sincerely congratulate UNESCO, the Japanese
government, and the Chinese and international experts and
institutions for the accomplishments they have jointly achieved
through this project. I believe that with the concern and support from
international organizations, national and international friends, the
Kumtura site will now receive even better protection and be properly

conserved for future generations to enjoy!

Shan Jixiang

Director, China State Administration of Cultural Heritage
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Preface 11

On the occasion of the completion of the “UNESCO-Japan Funds-
in-Trust for Preservation of the World Cultural Heritage — Kumtura
Thousand Buddha Caves” project, I would like to show my sincere respect
to the Chinese State Administration of Cultural Heritage, UNESCO Office
Beijing, Japanese and Chinese experts, as well as the people who devoted
their efforts towards the implementation of this project.

Cultural heritage encompasses the history and traditional essence
of a country and has irreplaceable emotional significance for its people.
Outstanding cultural heritage has universal value that transcends national
borders and conserving cultural heritage is a common desire among the
people of the world. Japan regards international cooperation on cultural
heritage conservation as one of its main diplomatic policies. To this end,
one of Japan’s actions has been to establish and fund a UNESCO-Japan
Funds-in-Trust Project that actively assists cultural heritage conservation
internationally. Furthermore, in accordance with the 2006 Japanese
government policy, “Act on the Promotion of International Cooperation
for Protection of Cultural Heritage Abroad”, we are actively supporting
international cooperation among authorities, institutions and organizations
that work on cultural heritage conservation.

Up until 2008, the Japanese Government contributed US$53,400,000
towards UNESCO-Japan Funds-in-Trust projects, supporting 33
projects in 26 countries. In China this funding has been used to support

conservation projects in the Ancient City of Jiaohe (1993-1998), the
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Hanyuan Hall in the Daming Palace (1995-2003), and the Longmen
Grottos and Kumtura Thousand Buddha Caves (2001-2009).

The Kumtura project has provided an important platform for
successful cooperation and exchange between Japan and China, not
only contributing to the conservation and restoration of a site that has
significant cultural value to both societies, but also assisting to establish a
more stable relationship between the two countries.

Based upon the results achieved in this Kumtura project, I believe
that cooperation between Japan and China in the field of cultural heritage
conservation will continue to develop and make a valuable contribution to
the conservation of world heritage. I sincerely wish that cultural heritage
conservation will be enhanced through our efforts and be passed on to

future generations.

H.E. Mr. Miyamoto Yuji

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to China
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Preface III

The “Conservation and Restoration of Kumtura Thousand Buddha
Caves” UNESCO-Japan Funds-in-Trust Project highlights the important
work UNESCO is undertaking to support the preservation of cultural
heritage on China’s Silk Road.

UNESCO recognizes the Kumtura caves as a particularly important
cultural heritage site. The Kumtura caves date back more than 1,500
years and provide primary archaeological evidence from several distinct
civilizations. Unfortunately, over the centuries, the caves have suffered
from a high degree of abuse, neglect and natural decay.

To this end, in September 2001, UNESCO, in cooperation with the
Japanese and Chinese governments, officially launched this Funds-in-
Trust Project with the goal of ensuring the long-term conservation of the
caves. The project was divided into two Phases. Phase I of the project
was carried out from 2001 to 2005 and made significant achievements
in mapping, data collection, geological exploration and experimentation,
and other related activities. The knowledge and experience gained in
Phase I of the project led to successful drafting and implementation of the
Kumtura Thousand Buddha Caves Conservation Master Plan and Kumtura
Thousand Buddha Caves Conservation and Restoration Guidelines for
Phase II of the project. Phase II began in 2005 and concluded in 2009.

Kumtura represented a particularly difficult project site. Kumtura is
not only isolated, its complex structure also presented major challenges

for the project experts. However, after eight years of hard work and
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despite these challenges, the project succeeded in laying a solid
foundation for future conservation and restoration work at Kumtura. This
success was made possible because of the vision and commitment of
project experts, substantial support from Chinese authorities, particularly
the Chinese State Administration of Cultural Heritage and the Cultural
Heritage Bureau of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, and
generous financial and technical assistance from the Japanese government.

Protecting cultural heritage is our common responsibility. It is our
desire that the success and éxpedence achieved through this UNESCO
project will lead to greater efforts to protect China’s precious cultural
heritage. The Kumtura caves were added to the World Heritage Tentative
List in 2006 and I am confident that this project has significantly advanced

Kumtura’s prospects for progressing to the World Heritage List.

Mr. Abhimanyu Singh
Director and Representative, UNESCO Office Beijing
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