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* What is the main topic of the passage?
+ With what topic is the passage primarily concerned?
» The central idea conveyed in the above passage is that
» Which of the following best sums up the passage?
» The main idea of this passage is
» The passage tells us B
» Which of the following statements best expresses/summarizes the main idea of the
passage?
« What is the main idea of the passage?
« This article is mainly about ;
« This passage deals mainly with
« What does the passage mainly discuss?
« Which of the following best states the theme of the passage?

+ In this passage the author/writer mainly argues that
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* The purpose of the author in writing the article is to
« What does the author intend to convey through the passage?
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Describing learning as meaning centered reminds us that the most fundamental
concern of any learner is “making sense”. In the relationship between reader and text,
then, the making of meaning is primary. To describe the activities of reading and writ-
ing,we prefer the word “transacting” which “designates an ongoing process in which
the elements or parts are seen as aspects or phases of a total situation. ”A transactional
view of reading and writing argues that writers construct texts “through transactions
with the developing text and the meaning being expressed”. Transformed in the process
are the text itself and the writer's ways of organizing knowledge. During reading,read-
ers construct texts by transacting with the page and indirectly with the author. Al-

&

though reading is generally considered a “receptive” language process, this does not
mean that the process is essentially passive. Readers use directions from the page to
construct meaning from their own prior knowledge;the reader must read between and
beyond the lines.

Like reading, the process of writing is generative of meaning: we do not simply
write down ideas that are fully formed before we put them to paper. The act of compos-
ing itself bring us ideas and insights. As meaning-making processes, reading, writing
and talking are dynamic;meanings are developed and changed.discovered and clarfied,
during the activities themselves. Iser has described this aspect of reading as “setting
the work in motion” and setting oneself in motion too.

Clearly in reading and writing the learner’s prior knowledge plays an important
role. There are many types of knowledge important to the acts of reading and writing.
Since all meanings are made in the context of prior meanings, with each person bring-
ing a unique fund of prior knowledge and experience, we should not expect everyone to
respond to texts in the same way.

The passage is mainly about

A. reading and writing B. learning as meaning-centered

C. reading through transactions D. the importance of prior knowledge

£ T % — /4] Describing learning as meaning centered reminds us that the most fun-
damental concern of any learner is “making sense” (2B S HE LI E B BP0,
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A wise man once said that the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for

good men to do nothing. So,as a police officer,I have some urgent things to say to good
people.

Day after day my men and I struggle to hold back a tidal wave of crime. Something
has gone terribly wrong with our once-proud American way of life. It has happened in
the area of values. A key ingredient is disappearing,and I think I know what it is:ac-
countability.

Accountability isn’t hard to define. It means that every person is responsible for
his or her actions and liable for their consequences.

Of the many values that hold civilization together—honesty, kindness,and so on—
accountability may be the most important of all. Without it, there can be no respect, no
trust,no law—and, ultimately, no society.

My job as a police officer is to impose accountability on people who refuse,or have
never learned,to impose it on themselves. But as every policeman knows,external con-
trols on people’s behavior are far less effective than internal restraints such as guilt,
shame and embarrassment.

Fortunately there are still communities—smaller towns, usually—where schools
maintain discipline and where parents hold up standards that proclaim:“In this family
certain things are not tolerated-— they simply are not done!”

Yet more and more, especially in our larger cities and suburbs, these inner re-
straints are loosening. Your typical robber has none, He considers your property his
property;he takes what he wants,including your life if you engage him.

The main cause of this break-down is a radical shift in attitudes. Thirty years ago,
if a crime was committed, society was considered the victim. Now,in a shocking rever-
sal,it's the criminal who is considered victimized:by his under-priviledged upbringing,
by the school that didn’t teach him to read,by the church that failed to reach him with
moral guidance,by the parents who didn’t provide a stable home.

I don’t believe it. Many others in equally disadvantaged circumstances choose not
to engage in criminal activities. If we free the criminal, even partly,from accountabili-
ty,we become a society of endless excuses where no one accepts responsibility for any-
thing.

We in America desperately need more people who believe that the person who
commits a crime is the one responsible for it.

The key point of the passage is that

N
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A. stricter discipline should be maintained in schools and families
B. more good examples should be set for pcople to follow

C. more restrictions should be imposed on people’s behavior

D. more people should accept the value of accountability

Bk e b AR AR B Y AR AE SCEE A DU B Of the many values that hold civi-
lization together —honesty, kindness, and so on accountability may be the most im-
portant of all. Without it,there can be no respect.no trust.no law —and.ultimately.no
society (FEVFZ ALK LA M E W & AR SHE R R E LM . LE RS Wi 05
th X —EE . We in America desperately need more people who believe that the per-
son who commits a crime is the one responsible for it. fiff 8 Z 19 A A TR F A0 R 1 B X
AR IGETE. X ET . D. more people should accept the value of accounta-
bility & x> 5.

WA G AR TE SCE A R I LY .
> i 3

The death of reading has been frequently.if not prematurely.reported. We are told
that we live in an audio-visual age with radio.television, film.or other forms for ear and
eye replacing the printed page. The picture is said to be faster to present.more adapta-
ble to the message.and easier to comprehend.

How can anyone be expected to resist the tide.the torrent of competing images?
Can we preserve the printed page and the art and skills of reading? Untold teachers,
writers,and others have struggled to show the rewards of reading, to demonstrate the
practical values,and to encourage reading for personal discovery and growth. The ques-
tion is whether the dedicated have had more influence than the image-flashers. Fortu-
nately there are some hopeful signs.

We can note the publication of more books.magazines.and papers than in any pre-
vious time in our history. Libraries report far greater use than ever before. Schools con-
tinue to show large numbers at all ages(except the young,due to a changing birthrate)
seeking to attend. Even the visual media acknowledge their great dependence on the
production of the printed word. Reading is not dead,dying.or seriously ill. It remains
as the major avenue to individual learning and satisfaction.

If you agree with the point of view in this article you would probably

A. read less than ever B. rely more on visual media
C. watch television selectively D. attach due importance to reading
XGE LT AT ] 0 SCE L AR L ARHE L AR ) B A ""‘*ﬂff 1k .

FA1iE 3 L FS —4] : The death of reading has been frequently,if not prematurely,

reported, Iﬁﬁz[ﬁ#’tﬂ:Readingris not dead.dying,or seriously ill. It remains as the

major avenue to individual learning and satisfaction. XFE 5 — 4] 2 e A1 FLIA N [ 332
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Researchers have established that when people are mentally engaged. biochemical
changes occur in the brain that allow it to act more effectively in cognitive GAHIAY]) ar-
cas such as attention and memory. This is true regardless of age.

People will be alert (%)) and receptive (J& ZF % 1)) if they are faced with
information that gets them to think about things they are interested in. And someone
with a history of doing more rather than less will go into old age more cognitively
sound than someone who has not had an active mind.

Many experts are so convinced of the benefits of challenging the brain that they
are putting the theory to work in their own lives. “The idea is not necessary to learn to
memorize enormous amounts of information,”says James Fozard, associate director of
the National Institute on Aging. “Most of us don’t need that kind of skill. Such specif-
ic training is of less interest than being able to maintain mental alertness. ” Fozard and
others say they challenge their brains with different mental skills, both because they
enjoy them and because they are sure that their range of activities will help the way
their brains work.

Gene Cohen, acting director of the same institute, suggests that people in their
old age should engage in mental and physical activities individually as well as in
groups. Cohen says that we are frequently advised to keep physically active as we age,
but older people need to keep mentally active as well. Those who do are more likely to
maintain their intellectual abilities and to be generally happier and better adjusted.
“The point is, you need to do both,” Cohen says. “Intellectual activity actually influ-

”

ences brain-cell health and size.

A SC LA 5] 28 08 B ) J5 v o VR 1 Sk i A R L 0 I 2 AF N Sk B f R O B L XA
HL N AR — BUR — A BEC A48 o NTE BRI, K 23 b T 24 a3 AR A4S 53 B i 76 1
N FNEAZ 714 TR TN AR Y B ) 5 T 28 B UK E .

What is the passage mainly about?

A. How biochemical changes occur in the human brain.

B. Why people should keep active not only physically but also mentally.
C. How intellectual activities influence brain-cell health.

5 —
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D. Why people should receive special mental training as they age.

XIEBAEFEREN B, A5 CHEHECHAT, M0 D 5EXE =ZBE 4~517
. Such specific training is of less interest than being able to maintain mental alert-
ness” FF & T UMA R IEREE.

(2) EBAAESE — B M

BB AR At R A B M T R b A 3 ) AN A K A SR A
g, RN E B R MAF RS —BEAUEHHAZOE R, FEZ, X CE
EM R AR UL BS IR (— B — B85 (— BOoR W £ 8D — J5 SO BRI BHE IR .

X AT =Y 3R] 2 R E A R R S S 98 7R 1A, W0 in conclusion, to conclude,
in summary, to sum up, in short, in brief, in a nutshell; B & 7~ #E W7 5 $2 /5 17 : there-
fore, thus, as a result, accordingly; 8% /R T W/~ 18 : but, however %, ¥ 25
BB EB A MBI L X R R E R AT LA 1B BURT bR BT L 5 AR SE . 3O

&

=i il “every parent” . “a popular belief” . “frequently assumed” . “universally accept-
ed” 4518 A PR VEH FTRETE T SCHRE N — 5 Z A R 89 W s A 37 S 57 RS Tt IR 4 4
HRFAL R ZEMAMEFERE., NTE AR . S LC AR EEREIH
R R EFEERE., XWH T B IHBE .
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Do you find getting up in the morning so difficult that it’s painful? This might be
called laziness, but Dr. Kleitman has a new explanation. He has proved that everyone
has a daily energy cycle.

During the hours when you labour through your work you may say that you're
‘hot’. That’s true. The time of day when you feel most energetic is when your cycle
of body temperature is at its peak. For some people the peak comes during the fore-
noon. For others it comes in the afternoon or evening. No one has discovered why this
is so, but it leads to such familiar monologues ( H & H &) as: ‘Get up, John! You'll
be late for work again!’ The possible explanation to the trouble is that John is at his
temperature-and-energy peak in the evening. Much family quarrelling ends when hus-
bands and wives realize what these energy cycles mean, and which cycle each member
of the family has.

You can’t change your energy cycle, but you can learn to make your life fit it bet-
ter. Habit can help. Dr. Kleitman believes. Maybe you're sleepy in the evening but
feel you must stay up late anyway. Counteract (X}#$i) your cycle to some extent by ha-
bitually staying up later than you want to. If your energy is low in the morning but
you have an important job to do early in the day, rise before your usual hour. This
won’t change your cycle, but you'll get up steam and work better at your low point.

Get off to a slow start which saves your energy. Get up with a leisurely yawn (/]
/K) and stretch. Sit on the edge of the bed a minute before putting your feet on the
floor. Avoid the troublesome search for clean clothes by laying them out the night be-
fore. Whenever possible, do routine work in the afternoon and save tasks requiring

767



more energy or concentration for your sharper hours.

If a person finds getting up early a problem, most probably

A. he is a lazy person

B. he refuses to follow his own energy cyde

C. he is not sure when his energy is how

D. he is at his peak in the afternoon or evening.

KBTI A RREREME, EEUAREEN O — MR, A5
“but”—#5 i Kleitman +HB R . & AWK DE—-KRZH AT AY . XA"but”
ZIRWF R R A .

(3) SCHH KM B Ay F 4]

AT B R BEA B B D B UL A 0 R SCEE IR L Ll 48 H 32T, R ]
LR . SCREREBRMWEE, XWRBHETEZ —.
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Attention to detail is something everyone can and should do — especially in a tight
job market. Bob Crossley, a human-resources expert notices this in the job applica-
tions that come across his desk every day. “It’s amazing how many candidates elimi-
nate themselves,” he says.

“Resumes (fij JJj) arrive with stains. Some candidates don't bother to spell the
company’s name correctly., Once I see a mistake, [ eliminate the candidate,”Crossley
concludes. “if they cannot take care of these details, why should we trust them with a
job?”

Can we pay too much attention to details? Absolutely. Perfectionists struggle
over little things at the cost of something larger they work toward. “To keep from los-
ing the forest for the trees,”says Charles Garfield, associate professor at the Universi-
ty of California, San Francisco. “We must constantly ask ourselves how the details
we're working on fit into the larger picture. If they don't, we should drop them and
move to something else. ”

Garfield compares this process to his work as a computer scientist at NASA. “The
Apollo [I moon launch was slightly off-course 90 percent of the time,”says Garfield.
“But a successful landing was still likely because we knew the exact coordinates of our
goal. This allowed us to make adjustments as necessary. "Knowing where we want to
go helps us judge the importance of every task we undertake. Too often we believe
what accounts for others’ success is some special secret or a lucky break (#Lif). But
rarely is success so mysterious. Again and again, we see that by doing little things
within our grasp well, large rewards follow.

Which of the following is the author’s advice to the reader?

A. Although too much attention to details may be costly, they should not be

overlooked.

B. Don't forget details when drawing pictures.

7 S
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C. Be aware of the importance of a task before undertaking it.

D. Careless applicants are not to be trusted.

B () M 3 o 32 B IS, S 0] SR . A SOOT Sk iR N B —F K
Fall, A AINEASGE . ] LB 3 ) DAl 3 9 S 00 i SR BRUB R W IR RS R
Y BEIE & F B HBIE BG4S 77 IS UE . SCE R N SCE T Sk i AT AT K
BRI AR — S TR T A R — k. THRZIT. R TR . Wik A
MIEFESR M B .C D ¥k XEA SN, WEIRER.

(4) F /) 7E SCEE ]

F2 ) HH R A SCEE v R Lt A T L TR SR B A AN, O R B R A
438 T8 T T T R AR R A — R

a. I Z (E[a]E) B £33, A R B0RHE

b AW 5 CIE U A 3 R AR W s, B 38 S 0 e 8 50 B 23 R W L B P 5
W), B AR SORIE. BT XME BN, A KRBT R, 40 but, how-

ever %%,

> 67

For some time past it has been widely accepted that babies—and other creatures—
learn to do things because certain acts lead to “rewards”; and there is no reason to
doubt that this is true. But it used also to be widely believed that effective rewards, at
least in the early stages, had to be directly related to such basic physiological (4 ¥ &)
“drives” as thirst or hunger. In other words, a baby would learn if he got food or
drink or some sort of physical comfort, not otherwise.

It is now clear that this is not so. Babies will learn to behave in ways that produce
results in the world with no reward except the successful outcome.

Papousek began his studies by using milk in the normal way to “reward” the ba-
bies and so teach them to carry out some simple movements, such as turning the head
to one side or the other. Then he noticed that a baby who had had enough to drink

~would refuse the milk but would still go on making the learned response with clear
signs of pleasure. So he began to study the children’s responses in situations where no
milk was provided. He quickly found that children as young as four months would
learn to turn their heads to right or left if the movement “switched on” a display of
lights—and indeed that they were capable of learning quite complex turns to bring
about this result, for instance, two left or two right, or even to make as many as three
turns to one side.

Papousek’s light display was placed directly in front of the babies and he made the
interesting observation that sometimes they would not turn back to watch the lights
closely although they would“smile and bubble” when the display came on. Papousek
concluded that it was not primarily the sight of the lights which pleased them, it was
the success they were achieving in solving the problem. in mastering the skill, and
that there exists a fundamental human urge to make sense of the world and bring it un-

- 87
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der intentional control.

Papousek noticed in his studies that a baby

A. would make learned responses when it saw the milk

B. would carry out learned movements when it had enough to drink

C. would continue the simple movements without being given milk

D. would turn its head to right or left when it had enough to drink

X SCEEFF AR TR H AT A3 32 0 — R U 63 CE R 20 - B2 L (U AR Pt & — 6D

e S (EhE) , R oX SeF (BB AT A B “ R 57 M s i — el T KA
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Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

The best title for this passage would be

MOX R OC T 8/ RS 82— HEO’/\gm{?i—%EP‘UEE*E AR MEXT b &
o TSR] B0 2 HE I ST B R T Y 8 TR — ) T, 3R R L BRL T A B B L B
Ly T SCEE 4 R AR X b T A 0 S A A e TR A LA 2 SCEE G SEUAR A
BEMEAE R AR ME R AR . — MR R, — R I 5 T A S B At B HE N S B A R A [ R
B BN S E KRR, AN T 58 R A () 8 R] B B, BRL O R RRCPE R S A A5 X R
T2 R A 04 BT A [ AL Ao A T LA A S T LR R 0 1) R % ok L e
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E AT
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The origin of America’s colour problem today lies in a great crime against humani-
ty,committed long ago. The black population is a little over twenty million, or one-
tenth of the whole. Nine tenths of the black people are the offsprings of Africans
brought to American as slaves in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Nearly all
their offsprings were kept in legal slavery in the south until 1865. The background of
complaints cannot easily be wiped out,and it has been kept alive by unpleasant memo-

— 9 =



HAREZGARGERS AR —< <

ries from a more recent period. During the last hundred years of British rule steady and
increasing flow of Africans were carried across the Atlantic to the West Indies and the
American mainland,there to be sold as slaves. The ships were designed so as to provide
space for the greatest possible number of human beings on the westward journcy,and
to carry freight on the return. The colonies protested constantly against this immoral
activity but their attempts to stop it were in vain. The census of 1790 reported a total
of about 700, 000 slaves in the United States,of whom 300.000 were in Virginia.,
200,000 in the Carolines 100,000 in Maryland. Before 1800 every state had prohibited
the traffic,though it continued illegally. In 1763 — 1767 a line had been drawn by two
English surveyors,Mason and Dixon,dividing the commercial or farming states to the
north from the plantation states to the south. The main part of the line followed the
boundary between Maryland and Pennsylvania, though Delaware was included in the
northern region. In the states north of the Mason-Dixon line slavery had been effective-
ly abolished by 1800, but it continued in the southern states.

The best title for this passage might be

A. Slavery in the Southern States of America by 1800

B. A Great Crime against Humanity

C. Descendents of Black People in America

D. The Background of the Colour Problem in America

AR LTS5 — /4] The origin of America’s colour problem today lies in a great crime
against humanity,committed long ago. (& [E % [a) 21 f) AR 5 2 AR A AR fih 6 A 2850 F
R KHR AT ) &4 el B AB ), X RE3%E I, D. The Background of the Colour Prob-
lem in America X — PR BEAEHE T X — 0 AR

2. A KB IERE
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A rapid means of long-distance transportation became a necessity for the United
States as settlement (Fr#7 JEH#1) spread ever farther westward. The early trains were
impractical curiosities, and for a long time the railroad companies met with trouble-
some mechanical problems. The most serious ones were the construction of rails able
to bear the load, and the development of a safe, effective stopping system. Once these
were solved, the railroad was established as the best means of land transportation. By
1860 there were thousands of miles of railroads crossing the eastern mountain ranges
and reaching westward to the Mississippi. There were also regional southern and west-
ern lines.

The high point in railroad building came with the construction of the first trans-
continental system. In 1862 Congress authorized two western railroad companies to
build lines from Nebraska westward and from California eastward to a meeting point,
so as to complete a transcontinental crossing linking the Atlantic seaboard with the Pa-
cific. The Government helped the railroads generously with money and land. Actual
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work on this project began four years later. The Central Pacific Company, starting
from California, used Chinese labor, while the Union Pacific employed crews of Irish
labourers. The two groups worked at remarkable speed, each trying to cover a greater
distance than the other. In 1869 they met at a place called Promontory in what is now
the state of Utah. Many visitors came there for the great occasion. There were joyous
celebrations all over the country, with parades and the ringing of church bells to honor
the great achievement.

The railroad was very important in encouraging westward movement. It also
helped build up industry and farming by moving raw materials and by distributing
products rapidly to distant markets. In linking towns and people to one another it
helped unify the United States.

The best title for this passage would be

A. Settlements Spread Westward

B. The Coast-to-Coast Railroad: A Vital Link

C. American Railroad History

D. The Importance of Railroads in the American Economy

A A SCHRTT IR o C U0 H 2 58 VB B s T AR S — A0 T s ke 3% ] 8k
B R A C R4 . D iz 45 56 EEREK , ifi J5i 3C = Bt 248 transcontinental rail-
way fEREAET LA EEMEM L BTLUWE T . JA B ol LUMA SCRI AR, B 6 14 fn B
Jr R R T A SO O VAR R BT R E IR AT R U R R TR A PR — R
S AR T A EH (a vital link) .

FRELDA T B2 W SCRE B 0 KRR 1T HL R BB B B SO 0 R, 3 g SR AR T A I 4 7
FELEA a4y BN AR R B SO (9 — N5 S BB S B2 LA A A HE Ho b

3. B4

g AL ) O B 2 BB R M 08 G0 L 43 A SCh T R N A B9 R B R g DL R 4
TREREXKER MRS T ILA T AT

(DRZ RS PR TR, SN KREER. NG EF., EEAEY
95 F AN B T4, RR] R T R . AT S AR AR . B 38 Al B 32 (skimming) FI A
(scanning) P F 75 1 , 848 SCRE ) rho0 BAR

(DT EENE . SCEEEA —E M R 2R AL 2R IEA LS %,
FEAEHR SCR R BRI BT CES N Z M E R AT RBEEN
FLIE B P, DA 8 H S5 1A 2 i b R

(ISR A BIGE ST o AEFAEIEUE — D TS A7 0 25 I 1 s 0 T 42 44 5IE 405 5 B3
HF MW AL BT S AT B L e WS 3 s s 51 2 U L, fth 1l 2 F AT LT K Bl
FHGETRRKEFEA SN RE WS FE. XTSRS, UEN K. L hFL,
FHUENS ERREM CEN ER.

MR S AE I E R X .
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The author’s main purpose in writing the passage is to

The author writes this passage to

The author in this passage in tends to .

HEI S FE B A B T SO KA BTN [E L 5 B GE SCE YRt 4 s B R
fra., MATEBEMES XERN M4, 5802 Bry. HlIA —5E 6 B & iR
M SCEE . G EAH AT RE R S B IR R EE A S KIE VY EE MR, S X R
SCEEY E AT RE SR E AL S SR OC T B A NTXS B A, P SO R L T L
TR AR B AR TN R T R R D TR e R T 1k
XAEAREHEWTE GAEE M. Bl TR TEEARRBMHE. :

To argue a belief, SCEAEH EH L PHE R BE A O WA

To inform people of something, XEEAEH HA-FAMIZEGER A KKACHEFL.

To illustrate the significance/importance, 3 FVE# £ )\ 22 77 ] MR 5 X ali EmH

To warn people of certain danger, X EAVEH S0 riZF YR )G R . G EM,

To analyse the causes of something, X &% E # 23 M 8] 322 F0 B B2 8% S 171 JL J7 10 45 Mr
SR R

To describe certain problems/phenomena, X FEA/E & 2 A= 92 508 ) IE 84 35 11
LMY,

To give people a piece of advise, LEAEEH AT EA R L. & ifFIr ik MES%.

To propose a solution, SCEEVEF 2% 1) B Kt Ff G B0 s i e 75 vk A mT AT 0 AR 25
% 5 10

Most individual stockmarket investors, particularly in Asia, are speculators who
want to pit their wits against the market at large. They share British entrepreneur Jim

Slater’s view that “a long-term investment is a short-term investment gone wrong,”
and look for the big, quick profits which can be made when share prices are driven up
by important new information about a company's business, for instance the announce-
ment of a takeover bid.

Official market-moving announcements of this kind are frequently foreshadowed
by unofficial rumours. Buying or selling on the basis of such “inside” information vio-
lates the rules of most stockmarkets, but is widely practised and hard to document.
Sometimes a rumour may be spread deliberately for the purpose of artificially raising a
share price,usually by investors who hold shares which they want to sell. This is the
so-called “ramp”.

Speculative situations tend to produce the highest rewards, but they also carry
with them the highest risk:the profits made by the first people into a ramp are only as
big as the losses made by those who get in last. The merit of analysing companies be-
fore plunging headlong into buying their shares is that it helps limit the “downside”of
any investment—the amount of money you stand to lose if your investment goes
wrong. Companies which havé good saleable assets and steady cash earnings may fall

periodically out of favour with the stockmarket,but they are unlikely to collapse alto-

12



