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Introduction

Chinese idioms are set phrases which normally consist of four characters.
They have evolved over thousands of years and make the Chinese
language richer and more colourful. Most Chinese idioms originate from
myths, fables and historical events. As a result, they do not conform to
modern Chinese grammatical structure or syntax; normally they are very
concise and abbreviated. They aim to convey the moral behind the story
instead of narrating the story itself. A Chinese idiom story will not only tell
you the meaning of a phrase, but will also help you to learn more about
Chinese culture. The example sentences in this book show how idioms

are used in context. Have fun!




Waiting for Another Hare

w hoping to get rewards without hard work
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w Vocabulary

to stand by, to be near
stump
ddi to wait
nangmin farmer
méi tiagn every day
zhdngtian to do farm work
chulai o come out
xinkd hard, toilsome
a measure word for some animals
guodlai towards, over, up
shuzhuang stump
zhuang to bump against

si to die

chumen to go out
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The Fox Mourns the Death of the Hare

W One feels sad for the death or misfortunes of

his/her companions.
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