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EDITORIAL COMMENT
TO GUR READERS

The Quarterly Bulletin, published in Peiping from 1934 to 1637, was
temporarily suspended alter the fall of Peiping. In March 1940, in response to
a wide demand, a new series was issued in Kunming. The outbreak of the
Pacilic War prevenied our last issue (New series, Vol. II, nos. 3-1), printed in
Dcceir.ber 1941 in Shanghai, from reaching interior China. Fe.ling, however,
that a bulletin of Chinese bibliography in lime of war is essential t» both
Chinese axyd Western readers, we are going to press again in spite of tie many
almost insurmountable obstacles. -

Difficulties in printing and communication are a painful fact which is only
too obvious to all in interior China today. We must apologize if the war has
made this Bulletin somewhat thin and has delayed its reappearance, but we
can say with conlidence that its old spivit is still here, We shall be very
happy if our readers will extend to the Bullctin in its pres.nt form the same
indulgence they have shown in the past,

We are at the same time publishing a Chinese edition of this Bulletin
which in content is not identical with the English ediiton. A microfilm copy of
the Chinese edition will be sent to the Library of (_ongress and to the British
Muszuin where it is to be rnade available to Westeln scholars.

The English edition of this Bulletin is printed with funds jointly supplied-
by the Chiness-American Institute of Cultuial Relations and the National
Library of Peipirgd. This joint cnterprise is a jorm of scholarly callaboration
which, we hope, will be continued in the years t: come.



2 EDITORIAL GOMMENT

MICROFILMS FOR CHINESE LIBRARIES

In a previous issue of this Bulletin (ns. Vol 1, ne. 3, Sept. 1940) we
printed out the extensive use now bzing made of microfilm as an indispensable
tool of research. In view of its great possibilities, we urged its wide adopticn
by Chinese libraries and scientific institutions,

" Since the outbreak of the Pacific War, China has been cut off from the
intellectual world of the West, and because of their weight, books and
magazines from abroad have not been traneported into the country. A solution
has been found, however, by the use of microfilm. Some time ago a program for
the bringind in of pericdicals from the United States on microfilm was initiated
by the China Foundation for the Promotion of Education and Culture, and
about the same lime a pregram for the producticn and shipment of such
microfilms was inaugurated by the Cultural Relations Division of the American
Department of State. The implementation of this program in China has
now bsen uncertaken by the International Cultural Service of China, a corr-
mittee of Chinese scholars an:i administrators in Chungking appointed by the
Ministry of Education, .

The use of micrsfilm to solve the transportation problem imto interior
China has never before bzen tried on so large a scale. For several y:ars past
the possibilities of microfilm have been explored by certain libraries in the
United States, and by using non-inflammable cafety film of the ordinary moving
picture size, librarians found that they could store emormous volumes of old
and perhaps unuced records and newsparer files in a relatively compact and
permanent form, thus saving a great deal of space in overcrowded archives and
book-stacks, Microfilm was als> found fo be most useful in the reading of rare
books or manuscripts, A scholar whoss library lacked a certain rare voluine
could write fo the library which possessed it, and obtain a microfilm eopy for
his own use at very little ¢38t. Thus many rare books and inaccessible news-
paper files have been copied and stared on microfilm in the leading libraries in
the United States and to a certain extent in Europe and Australia.

More recently the outbreak of the war has led to the microfiliming of a
great number of books in the British Museum, copies on {ilm being taken for
safety to the United State’, while many of the most treasured Chinzse rare
books have been copied on microfilm in the Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C. Now the war has created a new us: for microfilm, and Chinese universities
ani research workers are beginning to be supplied with publications from the
United States and soon, it is haped, from England and Australia. By reduoeing:
the weight of the published materials and putting 1600 pages of reading
matter onto 100 feet of film which weighs less than one pound, it is now
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VISIT OF PROFESSOR BODDS AND DR. NEEDHAM S

possible to span the gap of ten thousand miles between the Western publisher
and the Chinese reader and bring books on microfilm to China by airplane.

The comprehensive program of supplying American learned journals on
microfilm is widely appreciated by Chinese scholars and research workers. As
science is international, it is put fitting to internationalize the prodram in
order to establish a community of interest and to promote closer cultural
urderstanding among all the United Natjons,

VISIT OF PROFESSOR DODDS AND DR. NEEDHAM

Now that the great Democracies have been united in war, we should exert
every effort in the furtherance of cultural understanding among the United
Nations, especially China, the United States, Great Britain and the U.S.S.R.
As a matter of fact, the friends of China in these ccuntries have long been
trying to establish cioser contact with war-time China. In the June 1941 issue
of this Bullstin (n.s. Vol. II nos. {-2) we reproduced two separate statements
by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridde to the Chinese people in general
and Chinese universities in particular. As this issue is gding to the hands of
the printers, we are Lappy to annsunce the arrival in China of Professor Dodds
and Dr. Needham, both of whom are signatories of the abave-méntioned
statements. The visit oi two such outstanding figures ir the academic world
is a gesture of intellectual cooperation which is widely appreciated. It 1s our
sincere hope that their presehce in China will inspire and stimulate our
intellectual activities and that their examples will be foliowed by other
Western scholars, in order to maintain intellectual solidarity between Chiné.
and the other United Nations.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND NATIONAL DEFENSE

In a previous issue of thig Bulletin (n.s. Vol. 1 no, 2, June, 1940) we made
the following statement:

While the special character of the war in China dcpends very largely on science,
progress seems slow in -utilizing some of the best braing available. Although scientifie
research is being carried on by a variety of institutiong, there is a serious lack of direction
and a considerable amount of overlapping. In spite of the intense anxiety on the part of
the scientific community to be of service, not much has been done in the use of scientific
methods and research for national defense.

What appears to be immediately required is a central body specially charged with the
coordination of research on a grand scale, in order to ensure the pooling ef knowledge and
the rational allocation of scientific work. This body should provide facilisies for scientific

5



4 FDITORIAL COMMENT

men to keep in close contact with various nractical problems of national importance and
to ensure adequate coordination between all units eoncerned.

While we do not wish to exaggerate the part which scienca has to play in the immenss
task lying before us, we wish to call the attention of the National Government to the
desirability of creating a central body similar to the British Advisory Council on Scientific
Research and Technical Development recently set up by the Ministry of Supply in London.
The main work eof the Council, as we understand it, is to ensure that the work of the
Directorate of Scientific Research is carried out with due regard to recent advances in
scientific knowledge, to introduce new fields of research and development and to make
recommendations regarding the most effective use of scientific personnel. It is a senior
advisory body of ihe Ministry of Supply upon @21l matters of pure and applied science. It
will help not only to make weapons superior to those of the enemy, but also to assist in the
development of new processes of rapid production. It is expected that the Council will
also be able to @ssist in the utilization and conservation of raw materials and in the
discovery of substitutez for materials wherever that may be desirable.

Almost three years have elapsed since those words were written, but there
still remains a serious lack of coordination among different scientific institu-
tions and among individual research workers. More efficient organization of
science in China is much to be des'red.

Experts in differcnt vital fields are not lacking, but whxle the number of
research workers has greatly increased, the general organization of scientific
work remams at a primitive level. Difficulties of communication naturally
const:tute a great obstacle to effective collaboration among scattered institu-
tions. Whatever the causes, our scientific production is falling far behind the
requirements of the enormous expansion of scientific activity which is now
occurring in the West and must sometime occur m China,

We possess learned societies in China for each branch of science, but they
are quite inadejuate to deal with the present day problems of scientif ¢
advance. None of them provides an adequate basis for organization, to say

nothing of the initiative needed to stimulate and direct research. Thus many
competent workers and many®valuable fields of work are bemg neglected
largely through lack of organization.

But far wore important is the lack of contact between different sc ences.
It is increasingly realized that the different branches of science are intrin-
sically related; but the present absence of contact has resulted in a regrettable
delay in the appreciation of the relevance of one field ot science to ansther,

Furthermore, th’s lack of contact among the different sciences retards the
development of the.specialised techniques of each individual branch. Closer
coordination is absolutely necessary to improve both the quality and the scope
of scientific work in this country.

"~ As onestep in helping to remedy this situation, a selected grcup of
technical experts hag been sent from the Division of Cultural Relations of the
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American Department of State to work with certain agencies of the Chines:
government. Experts in the fields of soil conservation, cooperative rcanage-
ment, potato breeding, animal husbandry, and long distance telephonic com-
munications have thus far arrived in Chungking to begin their year of work
with Chinese colleagues. Undoubtedly these experts will survey the work bzing
done in their respective fields in Ch:na. It is to be hopad that their assis-
tance can be obtained in setting up a greater degdree of coordination among
Chinese workers.

PRESERVATION OF CHINESE SCHOLARLY PERSONNEL

After the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war, Iriends of Cah'na 'n Great
Britan ¢nd the United States expressed grave concern as to the future of
Chinese educational institutions, Durirg the past five years they have learnt
of the way in which our evacuated universities have carried on in face of great
difficulties. Professors and students alike have provad themselves willing to
undergo all manner of hardships to keep alive the scholarly tradition, and the
National Government spends increasing amounts every year to subsid ze stu-
dents from occupied areas and enable them to complete their csurses.

In present circumstances, however, the presasrvation of Chinese scholarly
personnel, by a system of grants in aid of research, is as n2c:ssary as the
training of new scholars, and is a task of internaticnal concern.

It is well known how exiled European scholars, many of them German
Jews, have b:en enabled by means of grants from private agencies, such as
toe Rockefeller Foundation, to gain their living and at the same time maka
valuable contributions to the intellectual advancement of the countries which
adopted them. These grants will be remembered in the history of the progress
of world culture, for they have meant a mutual enrichment, an intellectual
stimulus, and a deeper international understanding,

In China the position of research workers is scarcely less precarious than
that of those in Europe, not on account of political persecution but because of
the increase of prices as a result of the inflation. Many prom sing scholars
have had to postpone research work for the duration in order t» earn ensugh to
support their families, being forced either 10 abandon academic care:rs or else
to produce work of popular interest—such as the translat on of Western best-
sellers, The prohibitive prices of baiks or the .mpossibility of obtaining
newly published Western literature has made scientif.c research exceedingly
difficult, if not impossible, in all cases. : .

We suggest that direct grants by private agencies to carefully selected
recipients are ithe most efiective means of preserving Chinese scholarship in
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war-time, without the dsla'y‘s which inhibit official programs,

' Although technical experts are essential to China during war-time, we Teel
an urgent need for more scholars in the field of the humanities and social
sciences, since this field of studies has been seriously nzglected during the past
decade, and its cultivation is a sure means of promoting cultural urderstanding
among the United Nations,

SINO-BRITISH AND SINC-AMERICAN TREATIES

The signind of the Sino-British and Sino-American Treaties on Jenuary
11th of this vear constitutes an event of histgrical impsriancz, symbolising, as
it dozs, the recognition of China as zn equal partner in the alliance of United
Nationsz, ‘

Extraterritoriality has bzen in the proczss of modification and abandon-
ment since the end of the last war. Extraterritorial rights were rensunced
by Soviet Russia after the Revolution, and were withdrawn by Gerirany by tne
Peacz Treaty. 1Tn 1927 Great Britain handed back concess’ons in three trad-.
yng centres, the most important of which was Hankow, This move was
fcllewzd the next year by the abandoninent of tariif restriction rights by all
the powers, , .

The case for the abandonment of th's system rests on the growth of China,.
during the last cantury, into a vigsrous cnd modern naiion,—a procass wiich
has be:n accelcrated since the revolution of 1511. It is well known that a
statement of its desire to have this sy:ztem ended and China admitted to full
de jure equality with the Great Powers was included in the will of Dr. Sun
Yat-sen. ) )

The final abandonment o! the privileges implies the relinquishment of the
Internaticnal Settlement in Shanghai and of the British Csncessions in Tientsin
and Canton, as well as of the exemption from the jurisdictisn of Cainese caurts‘
of all Amszrican and British subjects in all parts of China. A

This change which is admittedly overdue, is thz formal recagnition of the
status which China herself has won among the United Nations as an equal
partper end on honoured csilaborator. The decis'on alss serves to emphasizs
the honecty of the allied purnose, which is to fight for world freedom and not
Jor economic or political domination, '

T. L. Yuan,



