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Tangping Village becomes the reconstruction pilot of poor villages in
southern Gansu Province after the Wenchuan Earthquake in 2008. The State
Council Office of Poverty Alleviation spoke highly of the achievements and
experiences getting from the Tangping reconstruction program, and took
this unique case for valuable reference for policy setting to support the rural
poor villages impacted by the natural disaster. This case study research
summarizes three essential features based on field visits, documents reading
and interviews with villagers, local officials and other stakeholders.
Reactivating local culture such as social drama (Shehuo), encouraging
women participate indepth in community reconstruction and getting external
supports from NGOs such as Fuping Development Institute. These series of
actions throughout the Tangping rebuilding process not only enhance the
villagers’ enthusiasm for building a better life, but increase the cohesive of
this poor village. Researchers highlg appraise what intangible factors

including grass-root culture, villagers’

participation and cooperation
contribute to the village’s reconstruction. All these experiences are worth to
g

be integrated into revising approaches of poverty alleviation in China.
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