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Unit 1

The American Dream

Part 1 Listening

Section A Listening Comprehension

Task 1 Conversations

Directions : You will hear 5 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a
question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question
will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the
pause , you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide

which is the best answer.

1. A) The tax cut deal will boost the economy.
B) The tax cut deal will not stimulate the economy at all.
C) The long-term effects of the tax cut deal are unpredictable.
D) In the long run the tax cut deal will hurt the economy.
2. A) It doesn’t want to give anyone a raise.
B) It hasn’t been generating profits for several years.
C) It will give everyone a raise in three years.
D) It will give the woman a raise very soon.
3. A) An environmentalist. B) A worker.
C) A musician. D) She has no specific goal yet.
4. A) The job market is tough and full of competition.
B) Delta Airlines is in desperate needs for competent flight attendants.
C) More and more people want to be flight attendants.
D) Delta Airlines has offered a quite attractive starting salary.
5. A) Julie is Katie’s friend.
B) Katie will be at Oxford for two years.

1
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C) Julie doesn’t know why Katie is going to Oxford.

D) Julie doesn’t want Katie to go to Oxford.

Task 2 Short Talk

Directions : You will hear a passage twice. At the end of the passage, you will hear
some questions. After you hear a question, choose the best answer from the four

choices marked A) , B) , C) and D).

1. A) Health care. B) Home ownership.
C) A college degree. D) Retirement accounts.
2. A) It was signed during World War 1I.
B) It made higher education accessible to more people.
C) It helped boost the US economy.
D) It mainly benefited the American middle class.
3. A) The U.S. has the finest cblleges on earth.
B) The U. S. has the most expensive colleges on earth.
C) Colleges in the U. S. do not put emphasis on graduation.
D) Colleges in the U. S. focus on skills rather than knowledge.

4. A) Bleak job prospect. B) Temptations from the outside.
C) The burden of part-time jobs. D) The cost of college.
5. A) 30%. B) 40% . C) 50%. D) 60% .

Section B Listening-Based Integrated Tasks
Task 1 Spot Dictation

Directions ;. You will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the
first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read
for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 10 with
the exact words you have just heard. For the blanks numbered from 11 to 12, you
can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main peints in
your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should

check what you have written.

At the core of the American Dream is the proposition that working hard and
playing by the rules is the ticket to (1). Today, many
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Americans find themselves working longer and longer just to
___(2) — and putting off saving for retirement so they can
__ (3) today.

Too many Americans do not have the opportunity to save. Too many of those
who have the chance do not take it. And too many of those who do save

(4) and do not save enough.

Only one-half of American workers are offered (5).
One-quarter of them turn it down. Many workers with (6)
change jobs too frequently to keep up the habit. Fewer and fewer employers offer
traditional (7), once the (8)
of retirement, and too many try to default on (#E/K) them.

To make matters worse, the tax code is (9),

giving the most benefit to the most fortunate — who do not need an
(10) to save — and too little to (11).
An aging society has no choice but to act. We need to make new provisions for

economic security. That means

(12).

Task 2 Listening and Repeating

Directions ; You are going to listen to ten sentences. Each sentence is read twice.
After hearing the sound of a bell, you are required to repeat the sentence exactly as
you hear it.

1.

R R
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Part 11 Vocabulary and Structure

Task 1 Multiple Choice

Directions . There are 15 incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence there

are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the one that best completes

the sentence.

1.

10.

11.

The economist warned that these policies could cause the economy to

A) sway B) slot C) harsh D) collapse

His songs are always strong on

A) voice range B) melody C) sentiment D) theme

The company serves 100 countries and is the only IT distributor with
operations in Asia.

A) outlying B) unspoilt C) unaccompanied D) global

It is a fashion that _ among teenagers.

A) is prevalent B) is yearned C) takes up D) takes control
This is a(n) dedicated to eliminating hunger in the lives of

children, senior citizens and families in poverty.

A) ceremony B) charity C) survey D) oath
The state has established penalties for drug dealers.
A) rough B) disdainful C) resenting D) harsh
. My father has been the family’s in times of trouble.
A) reliance B) leadership C) representative D) guarantee
. Happiness is always what everyone yearned :
A) to B) on C) of D) for
They are accused of trying to the official from federal investigation.
A) collapse B) shield C) bribe D) consult
They kept backward and forward at an angle of forty-five degrees.
A) swaying B) darting C) shaking D) trembling
Actresses are for the role.

A) watching over B) taking the oath C) queuing up D) taking control

4



12.

13.

14.

15.

Unit 1 The American Dream

I’m late, don’t wait to start dinner.
A) In case B) In the case C) In the case of D) In that case
Our marriage began to wrong after my husband changed his job.
A) be B) go C) become D) turn
He took the challenge of attempting to be the first to fly directly
across the Atlantic.
A) on B) in C) over D) up
The man asked me to sit down and then proceeded to read the letter

to me very loudly and very slowly.
A) aloud B) out C) on D) over

Task 2 Filling in Blanks

Directions . Fill in the following blanks with the words or phrases given below.

Change the form where necessary.

2 i
; attendance burden bonus consult §
Y debt decent forge fund !
i gross guarantee prosperity retire ;
§ count on draw on g0 up take out §

1. For many, the only way to repay is to new ones.

2. He from the British navy in 1828 in order to devote himself to
writing.

3. The Seattle Times has partnerships with a number of local news
websites.

4. The of these towns was built on wool.

5. Visitors have the added of enjoying the cherry blossoms scenery in

o e

the springtime and the maples in autumn while soaking in the hot springs.
Regular at these sessions has proved invaluable to the students.
Tom tried to find out if he could apply to the hardship

You should have a doctor with questions about your health.

The average cost to make these homes is £16,000 each, or some 43
billion in total.
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10. Going to court is the best that you will both be treated fairly.
11. The jobless total to two million this year.
12. As a writer, I need to be able to my experience of life.

Part 1l Translating

Task 1

Directions ; Translate the following phrases into English.

HI

A H

FESLE ]

—REHF AR AT AE B EY

BRI

#

R BRAE MY

GRS

KRR/ H#E T —T

Task 2

Directions . Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. It was a brilliant, hot day on the Seattle waterfront, with un-spoilt views across the

bay to outlying islands.

2. Just beyond a stretch of grass where people lay with books and lovers, came the

melody of live unaccompanied singing.

3. Dreams, if you want, which began small but are now global brands.

4. “Great day, isn’t it?” I turned to see the lined, and drawn face of a man I will

6
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call Dave.

5. They had queued up since five, registered in case there was any work, then ate

while security guards watched over them in case there was trouble.

6. Strangely, though, there seemed to be little resentment or blame of government.

7. American culture is about self-reliance and the individual fighting a way through.

8. At the landscaped Seattle centre, using cards and newspapers to shield themselves
from the sun, rows and rows of immigrants at a naturalisation ceremony listened to

local officials speak about various aspects of the American dream.

Part IV Reading

Section A Reading in Depth
Task 1

Directions : There is a passage in this section. The passage is followed by some
unfinished statements or questions. For each of them there are four choices marked
A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice.

“My mother believed you could be anything you wanted to in America. You
could open a restaurant. You could work for the government and get good retirement.
You could buy a house with almost no money down. You could become rich. You
could instantly become famous. ”

Thus begins “Two Kinds,” a short story by the acclaimed Chinese-American

author Amy Tan. The story tells of a Chinese-American girl who is locked in a

7
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struggle over her identity with her Chinese immigrant mother. While this story of
parent-child conflict is universal, the mother’s unfailing belief in her daughter’s
destiny is distinctly American. Pervasive throughout our entire culture, the idea of the
American Dream can be seen in the songs of such musicians as Elvis and Bruce
Springsteen, the literary works of F. Scott Fitzgerald and Tennessee Williams, and
many of our Hollywood movies. Sometimes it is endorsed as something positive and
worth striving for; at other times it is harshly criticized. Members of marginalized or
minority groups in the U. S., such as African-American folk singer Tracy Chapman
and Latino writer Junot Diaz, seek to show how it is not. But, no matter how people
choose to view it, what exactly is this dream that looms so large in American
consciousness?

The basic idea that most people have of the American Dream is the one which
Tan expresses at the beginning of her story. It is the idea that a person can go from
rags to riches, beginning with nothing and ending up with a big house, a stylish car,
and enough wealth to ensure an even better future for one’s children. However, the
dream is actually more complex than this. In Arthur Miller’s play Death of a
Salesman, which is one of the most famous literary explorations of the American
Dream, we meet Willy Loman, an aging salesman who has fallen into a depression
and ultimately commits suicide due to his conflicts with his family members as well as
his own feelings of inadequacy. He is a man who has sought the American Dream and
failed to achieve it. However, while Willy is indeed preoccupied over financial
matters (his family is in deep debt), we soon realize that money is not what he
yearns for. We learn that as a young man he chose to become a salesman not for
material gain, but for recognition and affection. He recalls seeing an old salesman
who was loved by all his clients and, after his death, was honored with a splendid
funeral attended by hundreds of salesmen and buyers. For Willy Loman the American
Dream consists not in wealth or even fame, but in honor, respect and love. Instead,
he ends up with only failure and pity from the tiny smattering (/%) of people who
attend his meager ( ZE# 1)) funeral. However, while Arthur Miller criticizes the
American Dream by revealing the havoc it wreaks on a man and his family, he also
expresses some admiration for it and suggests that there is a degree of nobility in the
way Willy has lived and died. “A salesman has got to dream,” says Willy’s neighbor
Charley at the funeral. “It comes with the territory. ”

(526 words)



