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Preface
Zhang Rulan

When I first met Hei Jinglin and Ma Yanmei, I found them
quite modest and a touch reserved. Yet the moment that the talk
turned to jade, they suddenly grew very articulate and excited.

This loving couple, who possess a collection of many refined
jade artworks, does not spring from powerful families, but their
love for jade has been passed down over four generations. It may
be apt to say that they come from a long line of jade aficionados.
They have learned from their parents and from each other, and
have developed an abiding interest in jade, enjoying a growing
reputation among collectors in Beijing.

As I came to know the couple better, I discovered that the
way they conducted themselves in relation to others shared the
virtues ascribed to jade by Chinese people over the years. While
collecting cultural objects over the last 20 years, they have
tempered their spirit and refined their character. They treat people
with consideration. They befriend good people and impart respect
to elders and teachers. They are temperate, kind, courteous and
restrained. This loving couple, who understand each other very
well, has jointly researched the items in their collections. With a

faultless knowledge of relevant articles, they have expanded their

collection by adding snuff bottles and other antiques.

When [ heard of the imminent publication of an album of
nearly 100 valuable objects from Hei Jinglin’s collection, 1 was
most pleased. The jade work, snuff bottles and other antiques
presented in the book are all fine pieces. They have been acquired
by their owners through trial and tribulation. As you scrutinize
them, they manifest themselves in vivid forms. Some of them
impress you with their amazing beauty and others, with the
profound cultural message inherent in them. Indeed, they are all
true treasures.

Apart from my delight, as a long-standing friend, I would
like to offer Hei Jinglin and Ma Yanmei some guidance: As
the country is thriving, the family becomes prosperous too;
traditional culture should be studied with focused attention and
comprehended through analogy with related matters. I hope
they will enhance their collection with continued dedication and
achieve still greater success.

My warm congratulations on the publication of this album!

8 July 2011
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Preface []

Zhang Guangwen

Collecting rarities is a tradition. Some people collect things
that they have used. Others purposefully collect commemorative
objects. Anyone may become a collector, but collections vary
in size and content. Collections grow and change in different
ways. From the Song Dynasty (AD 960 ~ 1279) to 1911, imperial
families possessed huge collections of various objects and the
greater part of them were art treasures. From the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644), with development of the overall economy, private
collectors emerged, many of whom had noted collections, with
guidebooks also published for collectors.

Comparatively speaking, true gems of art make up a small
part of all collections. Objects of great historical significance are
rare. The existence of such objects in collections bears witness to
history and artistic creativity. They offer opportunities for people
to appreciate, study and evaluate ancient objects. The rarer the
object, the more it belongs to the public and the greater attention
it draws from society. At the same time, such objects would also
have higher market value.

Collectors and museums have an obligation to inform the
public about their collections. Exhibitions and publications are
important ways to reveal such collections. Few books on the
collection of cultural relics published prior to the Song Dynasty
(AD 960 ~ 1279) survive today. As to the forms, structures and
functions of many ingenious devices used in ancient China, such
as the compass and seismograph, people today can only guess.

From the Song to Qing dynasties (AD 960 ~ 1911), scholars,

members of imperial families and private collectors compiled
many books to introduce artefacts in their collections. Those
books are still in existence. Yet the technology then used for
making images and printing was not fully developed, so the
images in such books are not accurate enough. Nowadays, with
new methods to produce exact visual images, many collections
have been more fully catalogued, and people can learn about
and study the ancient objects gathered together. Publishing such
books is very important for collectors, researchers and those
who care for such a variety of collections, while also promoting
collecting. The publication of Hei Jinglin’s collection carries this
significance.

As is known, collectors have to not only make efforts
to acquire objects for their own collections, they must attach
importance_to the appraisal of their finds as well. A collector
with little knowledge of valuation can hardly be successful.
Connoisseurship of cultural relics and artworks is a challenging
and difficult discipline. Collectors need to learn constantly,
summing up their experiences from time to time and increasing
their skills and knowledge through the actual collecting of
objects. They must establish scientific views and discard
unscientific views at all times. Through the collection of antiques,
they acquire knowledge of many things which distinguishes them
from those less informed persons, and which has turned them
from beginners eventually to old hands, and then experts. Such is

the process of growth of many appraisers of cultural objects.




Today, collecting cultural objects has come into vogue
again. Many people have acquired an interest and expertise to
collect rarities, and many new collectors have emerged. At the
same time, poor artworks, fakes, forgeries, or newly made objects
cloaked as antiques, are available in abundance. Collectors need
to be careful.

Over the last decades, Hei Jinglin and his wife\has gained
a wealth of experience in the examining of antiques, which has
been the crowning feature of his success.

Hei Jinglin and his wife collects antiques with clear goals,

aimed at a few categories of specific objects, while at the same

time, he also collects things that he comes across by chance. His

collection spans ceramics, jade articles, ivory, snuff bottles,
and small artifacts. Over the decades, he has made effective
efforts to weed out fakes and retain the genuine, enhancing
the value of his collection. Laying the emphasis on quality
rather than quantity, he has selected a number of fine pieces
from whatever he has come across. This method has been a
contributing factor to his success.

Hei Jinglin and his wife are accomplished collectors of
ancient objects and artworks. It is indeed welcome that the

rarities in their collection are being published in a book.

July 2011
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