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e Yearo e Rat:

Bristly headed children with liquid eyes

like baby dragons — dwellings of clay

mixed with cow dung and straw,

gentled by weather.

Bits of lace in doorways and windows,

a road closed by little towers of stones

placed atop each other. A farmer in his thirties
washing up in a tin basin before his brick shanty

looks up with a great innocence.

I want a photograph

composed as brocade.

The jagged wide-swept curves of the Great Wall

loop over the green hills, delicate as bone

spine that once circled the country and

held it together. The Qin emperor lies under earth
protected by mercury rivers

replicating the land. Beekeepers' boxes along the roadside,
and at the rest house, sullen girls. No one listens

to the exhortations of red banners any more:

the form within the skeleton shifts, coalesced, particulate.
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Night Flower

In Hangzhou that August, townspeople slept outside
to escape the heat, lawn chairs scattered

along the edge of West Lake. They lay

under the trees like night blooming blossoms

with scooped out watermelon rinds

under the lounges, languid hands

and soft conversation. The ricksha

climbed the hill slowly, like a great beetle.

In the insomniac town

shopkeepers rose bowing in their alcoves

to offer green tea. The hematite necklace

clasped around my neck glints like that night's
separate orbs of vignettes, compact. They unfurled scrolls
by the artist who approaches blank rice paper

as a mirror for the flower

that takes place in the mind.
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Following the Dynasties

L.

Double Hey, Triple Eight Seafood, Seven Star Golden:
auspicious numbers name the streets,

signs dangling like the golden carp

hung under the eaves in the Sung-dynasty town

in China, symbol of prosperity.

The choosing of propitious sites and times

is feng shui, wind

and water: is that what was operable

in allocating compartments on the night train

to Luoyang? Bedraggled antimacassars and grimy linen,
few of the fans worked, or revolved. We'd already

been traveling too long. Sweltering at first

and then cold wind through the windows

smelling of rain and candles and soot,

and we were glad of the dirty grey comforters.

At each impact of approaching train, whistles crescendoed,
the car seemed to quiver, stunned, to momentarily

float, before lunging on. So
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we came at last to the city of three hundred peonies,
where on Songshan Mountain the monks

lay buried clustered in yellow beehive pagodas,
where the Buddhas in the White Horse Temple

held fingers rounded to symbolize rebirth;

index and little finger raised

for those who become enlightened

and don't have to go through it again.

We trooped past the street vendors'

sizzling woks and great cauldrons

of dumplings, and in the evening

there was warm rice wine

for our uneasy stomachs. China immersed us,
yet like a precipitate, intact:

we rested bemused as the cicadas

that taste life only every seven years.
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I1.

In Chinatown, the vendor of vegetables

blinks slowly as a tortoise, symbol of longevity,

placing on the scale

the segmented green stalks of one of the oldest

plants on earth. Snow peas like petals

drift from the small heap weighed out,

a finger tips the balance. Three hours into the countryside

while you retched blood, the others squabbled over the price
of melons, standing in the hot exhaust of the bus.

I didn't even know then

how important you'd become to me, how you'd fill

that experience immeasurably, to capacity. There's no
bargaining here. One has to know where to find

the preserved duck eggs, flower dumplings, lotus leaf.




mEIRE (2)

Jo AAT 8 R IR

e K F 6 & —HRREA IR,
fe & 2 oL AP Ik

W& £ YA AT L,

F a4 At #E,

ot Mo T 2T T K.
ARG T AT,

RS Sut f , SL AL AP A R R4
ik, SHREA
KL ER L,
AGBIGABHEELER

TR W B AR K ARAZ AR, LB
XT#Hr A, AT XTI
BREE,. &Ffeiyrt,




