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| 2| The War of the Worlds
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No one even dreamed that the planet earth was
being watched. No one even gave much thought to
life on other planets. A few scientists, at most,
imagined that there might be some sort of life on
mars. Some sort of plants or maybe animals. But no
one thought of danger.

People went about their work and their play.
They were sure that humans were more intelligent
than any other living thing.

But those who watched us were more intelligent
than we are. More intelligent than we could even
imagine. And need had brightened their minds and
made them sharp. Need had hardened their hearts.

Mars is much older than earth, and much

smaller. It is also much farther from the sun. Mars
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has become very cold in its old age. Its seas have
shrunk, and its icecaps have grown. Soon life there
will become impossible.

The Martians must have watched earth through
telescopes. They saw green hills and blue water.
And they felt hope. Warm earth was a place they
could live. They carefully planned their move.

The Martians think of people on Earth as we
think of monkeys. Or even ants. Human life means
very little to them. Killing us so that they could live
would not matter.

But don’t judge them too quickly. We humans
have killed off many animals with no thought. The
bison is gone. So is the dodo. When Europeans
moved to new lands, they swept away the people
living there. So who are we to judge the Martians?

Our problem with the Martians started six
years ago, on August 12, 1902. An astronomer, a
scientist who studies stars, was watching Mars. At
midnight he saw a huge ball of fire shooting toward

Earth very fast. It disappeared in fifteen minutes.
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There was almost nothing in the newspapers
about it the next day. Just a few lines on a back
page. Only a few scientists knew about the strange
ball of fire.

My friend Ogilvy was a well-known astronomer.
And he was excited! The next night he asked me to
watch Mars with him.

I looked through Ogilvy’s telescope. Mars
looked so small in the blackness. After all, it is
forty million miles away. Forty million miles of
empty space. |

That night we saw another ball of fire leave
Mars. A reddish flash appeared just as the clock
struck midnight. We watched the fireball travel
toward Earth,

We had no idea then that these two balls of fire
were spaceships. 1 thought that Mars was trying to
signal us.

Ogilvy laughed. “ There’s one chance in a

million that there is anything with a brain on Mars!”
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He thought that we were seeing meteorites.
That’s the name astronomers give to falling stars.
He thought that a shower of meteorites was hitting
Mars. Or maybe a volcano was exploding.

But that was not the end of the strange balls of
fire. Each night at midnight another flash was seen.
Night after night for ten nights.

The newspapers picked up the news at last. But
still no one was worried. Life went on as always.

Then came the night of the first “falling star. ”
That is what we thought it was. Hundreds must
have seen it. A line of fire high in the sky rushing to
the east. People thought it was just another meteorite,
But it wasn'’t.

That night no one looked for the meteorite. But
Ogilvy went to look for it very early the next morning.
He was sure it had fallen near Woking, our town.

And find it he did, in a field outside of Woking.
The force of its landing had made a very large hole in

the ground. Some nearby grass was on fire.
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The Thing itself was almost all buried in sand.
Only the top stuck out. It looked like a huge tin
can. It was about ninety feet across.

Ogilvy was surprised at its size and shape. Most
fallen stars are round. But this was a cylinder. A
giant can that seemed designed by someone.

Ogilvy wanted to go right up to it. But the Thing
was still too hot from its flight. He could not get near it.

A strange, hissing noise was coming from
inside. But strangest of all to my friend was what he
saw next. The top of the “can” was turning. This
was no meteorite!

It took Ogilvy a few minutes to understand.
Something was inside the Thing! And that something
was turning the top to open it.

“Good heavens!” said Ogilvy. “There are men
in there. They must be half roasted to death! They
are trying to get out! ”

Then he thought of the flashing balls of fire on
Mars. He guessed the Thing came from Mars. The

cylinder must be a spaceship!
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