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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

Itis at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The fourth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Rabbit

Mao Shi refers to the time from 5am to 7am, when the moonlight
does not disappear yet, for which, people are reminded of the jade
rabbit, the sole animal in the moon palace. Therefore this period of
time is connected with the rabbit.

In people's mind, the rabbit is kind, peaceful, mild, graceful, el-
egant and cautious. People are likely to feel that those born in the
year of the rabbit are kind, merciful, pure, and love peace.

In the folk paper-cut, the images of the rabbit mostly appear in "the
eagle catches the rabbit" and "the snake twines round the rabbit".
They are not the descriptions of natural scene, but mean a lot about
something else. In the north of Shan'xi Province and someothe
places, the rabbit is regarded as the symbol of the female, while
the eagle and the snake are the symbol of the male. Both "the
eagle catches the rabbit" and "the snake twines round the rabbit"
imply the worship to reproduction.
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8.4cm x 5.6cm

Zuoxin 8.4cm x 5.6cm

Paper-cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - th f the e Earthly Branches - The Rabhit
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The Rabbit Eats the Carrot

Gaomi, Shandong Fan Zuoxin 6.6cm x 7.4cm
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