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Unit 1
1. Bozo Finds a Friend

Bozo was an-elephant. He often gave performances in
a park. He was always gentle and polite. Children came
to see him and loved him very much. He would dance and
turn round and round -- then lie down and play that he was
dead(1). How the children laughed to see such a big elephant
dance and play dead!

But one day Bozo suddenly changed. He wouldn't dance
or play dead any more. Three times in a week he tried to
kill his keeper. He trumpeted(z) angrily at the boys and
girls as if he wanted to kill them. Nothing would make Bozo
quiet and gentle again. The city officers told the owner
. that Bozo was a dangerous animal and he must be put to

death.(3) (4) )
On the Saturday morning of the execution , hundreds

of people came to watch. Two men were waiting with their

(5)

and around, never stopping. He seemed to know what would

guns. Bozo, in his large cage , walked heavily around
soon be happening. .

Outside the cage, the  ner was getting ready to start
Bozo's execution. Just the: a little man with eyeglasses
and a hat appeared before him.

 "Wouldn't you rather keep that elephant alive?
asked the little man.
| "There isn't a chance," said the owner. "He is a bad

(6) .

elephant. Nothing can make him well now."

"Let me go into the cage and stay with him. In two
minutes I will prove that you are wrong."

The owner looked at the 1little man sadly. "You your-
self would be dead in three minutes," he said.

Quickly the little man took off his hat and coat.
"Now," he said quietly, "§ou may open the door."~

Bozo stopped his walking. He turned his red eyes
toward the door of the cage.  The little man, carrying no

(] 1 e



gun or stick, stepped inside the cage and closed the door
behind him. )

Bozo trumpeted angrily. But the 1little man began to
speak gently. When the elephant heard the first words,; he
gréw quiet. The people, too surprised to make a sound,
could hear every word. But they could not understand what
they heard. Only Bozo seemed to understand the language.

(7)

The great body remained still while the gentle voice

went on and on. Suddenly Bozo gave a childlike cry. The
great head began to move from side to side(8). The little
man went closer and patted him. He began to walk slowly
around the cage with the elephant. The people stood and
cheered.

At last the little man left the cage. "There is nothing
bad about Bozo," he told the owner. "He just wanted to be
in his 0l1d home apain. I talked to him in Hindustani(g)
because he is an Indian elephant. The language made him feel
at peace(10 again. Now he will be all right for a long
time." _

approxinately 460 words

Notes ,
1. play that he was dead: play deau; pretend to be dead 3L

2. trumpeted: & HHAMEEF ( A LENE )

3 hé must be put to deéth: he .must be killed

4. execution: 4hZF

5. cage: ;E%

6. Wouldn't you rather keep that elephant alive:

Don't you think it better not to kill the elephant?
7. remained still: didn't move at all
8. to move from side to side: &3

9. Hindustani: ( HIFF ) XL HrEiE
10. at peace: #Z§Fp

e 2 o



Bxercises
I. Answer the following questions:
1. Why was Bozo so much loved by children?
2. What happened to Bozo one day? ’
3. What did the city officers ask the owner tb do about
Bozo? .
4, What advicé did the little man give to the owner on
the day of Bozo's -execution? ‘
5. Did the owner accept the little man's advice?
6. How did the little man prove that the owner was wrong?
7. Why did Bozo grow quiet and gentle again when the
little man talked to him in Hindustani?
8. What did Bozo want after ail?

Ii., Write T for True in the space if the statement is true;

write P for False if the statement is not true:

The children laughed when the elephant played dead.
Bozo killed his keeper.

The city officers ordered the execution of Bozo.

®

Only a few people me to watch the execution.
The owner thought ‘hat the little man would be
killed if he went into the cage.

L]

(S N A

6. The little man wanted the owner to pay him for
taking the risk of being killed.

7. The 1little man sahg to the elephant.

8. Bozo was killed at last.



Unit 1

2. The Greatest Magician(1)Harry Houdini(z)

Magicians are popular everywhere. We all know that
a magician does not really depend on 'magic' to do his
tricks 3), but on his ability to act at great speed.
However, this does not prevent us from enjoying watching
‘a magician produce ducks from a hat, take eggs out of his
empty pocket, or cut hig wife into two .

Probably the greatest magician of all times(S) was
Harry Houdini who died in 1926. His real name was Ehrich
Weiss, but he named himself Houdini after reading a book
which he liked very much. This had”been written by a
famous magician called Robert-Houdini. Houdini mastered
the art(6) of escaping. He could free himself from the
most complicated locks in seconds(7). Although no one
really knows how he did this, there is no doubt that he had
made a close study'of every kind of lock existing(B). He
would carry a small steel needle-like tool tied to his leg
and use this in place of(g)a key.

Houdini once asked the Chicapo police to lock him in
prison. They put chains round his *"»dy, and locked him up,
but he freed himself in a minute. The police said he had
used a tool and locked him again. This time he wore no
clothes and there were chains round his neck, wrists, and
legé; but he again escaped in a few minutes. Houdini had
probably hidden his 'needle' in a wax-like material and
dropped it on the floor in the passage. As he went past,
he stepped on it so that it stuck on the bottom of his
foot. His most famous escape, however, was altogether(1o)
astonishing. He was heavily chained up Ll and kept in an
empty wooden box, the cover of which was nailed down(12).
The box was dropped into the sea near New York. In one minute
Houdini had swum to the surface. When the box was brought

04_0



up, it was opened and the chains were found inside.

approximately 370 words

Notes
1. magician: BRI
2. Harry Houdini: ['hze ri hu:'di:ni] s&F| - # G
(1874-1926) , = [@1% fi % ty BER I
3. do tricks: PRzt
4. cut his wife into two: cut his wife into two parts
5. of all times: [t
6. the art of escaiing: the skill of escaping kjfi K
7. He. could free himself from the most complicated locks
in seconds: He could escape very quickly from the
most complicated iocks.
8. every kind of lock existing: I7 BY& b4
9. in place of: instead of
10. altogether: completely
11. He was heavily chained up: Many chairs were put round his
body.

12. was nailed down: was fixed with nails JFJ4TF4T%

Exercises

I. Write T for True in the space if the sentence is true;
write F for False if the sentence is not true:

1.'Magicians always use magic to produce ducks from
a hat, take eggs out of his empty pocket, or cut
his wife into two.



2. Ehrich Weiss used the name 'Houdini' because it
appeared in a book which he liked very much.

3. Houdini had made a close study of various types
of locks.

4, Houdini used a small steel needle-like tool to
open locks.

5. Once the Chicago police locked Houdini in prison
because he had killed his wife.

6. The first time the policemen locked Houdini up they
put chains round his neck, wrists and legs.

7. Although he was kept in an empty wooden box which
later was dropped into, the sea, Houdini was still.
able to swim to the surface in one minute.

8. When the box was opened, there was nothing inside
except the chains.

1I. Use a proper word in Column B to fill in each blank
in Column A:

A B
1. We all know that a magician does not a. astonishing
really depend on 'magic' to b. hidden
tricks. c. art
2. Houdini mastered the ___ of escaping. d. do
3. He had the ability to ___ at great e. free
speed. ' f. act
4. Houdini had probably ___ his 'needle' g. popular
in a wax-like material. h. sea

5. His most famous escape was altogether

6. Even if Houdini was heavily chained, he
was able to __~ himself in one minute.

7. Once he was. kept in a box, which was
later dropped into the . '

8. Everywhere mégiéians'are very _____ .



Unit 1
3., Diamonds or Glass?

Miss Iin of‘Singapore went to Hong Kong for a hoiiday.
Soon after she got to Hong Kong, she went shopping along
Nathan Road. Suddenly a man came up to her and said, "Hello,
there, I haven't seen you for a long time." The stranger
continued talking to her for a while and then took out a
small box from his pocket. "Would you like to buy some
diamonds?" he asked, opening the box to show some shining
stones. "I'm willing to sell them to you c¢heap -- only 3300
for this diamond. How about it?" Miss Lin didn't want to
buy because she had heard many stories of people being
tricked. Also, at that moment a woman stopped and warned
her, "Don't buy from him. He's not an honest man. He's
trying to trick you!"

The man raised his voice at once, "I'm honest. These
diamonds are real." In the end they took one of the diamonds
to a jeweller -- one who sells diamonds and the like. The

jeweller examined the stone ‘and told Miss Lin that it was
real. He said it cost around $900.

Satisfied that the diamonds were real, Miss Lin decided
to buy from the man. She chose two of the largest stones
from his box and paid him #400. Then she went back to the
jeweller and asked, "How much will it cost to fix these on
a ring?" '

The jeweller examined the stones and. said, "Why do you
want to do that? These are just glass."

"But you told me just now they were diamonds."

"The first stone was a diamond; these are not."

Miss‘Lin ran out of the shop hoping to catch the strange:
and get her money back. However, the man was nowhere to be

found.

approximately 280 words

° 7 o.



Exercise

Choose the best answer to each question:

1.

4.

56

6.

Miss Lin was . '

a. living in Hong Kong

b. a visitor to Singapore

ce & diamond-seller

d. a traveller to Hong Kong

Miss Lin met the man _____ .

a. on her way to Hong Kong

b. on her way home

ce. when walking along a street in Hong Kong
d. when buying diamonds in a store

The man tried to .

a. make friends with Miss Lin

b. lead her to a jeweller

c. help her find a hotel

d. sell her some false diamonds

Miss Lin didn't buy the diamonds at first because she

a. was afraid of being tricked

b. did not have enough money _

c. already had too many diamonds

d. did not like the diamonds

They took one of the diamonds to the jeweller to _e

a. find out its weight

b. examine it

c. fix it on a ring

d. have it examined

Miss Lin decided to buy from the man, thinking that ___.

a., one stone was real, the rest weren't

b. tHe larger stones were real amd the smaller ones were
glass

c. all the stones were real

d. all the stones were just glass

. 8.



Te After buying two of the largest stones from the man,
she went back to the jeweller to .

a. buy a ring

b.
Ce.
d.

have them
ask about
phone the

Miss Lin ran

a.
b.
Ce
d.

wanted to
wanted to
was angry
wanted to

Which of the
a. The jeweller helped the stranger in the trick.
b. The man was finally arrested by the police.

c. Miss Lin didn't get her>money back at last.

d. A woman helped her catch the man.

examined again - ,

the cost to fix them on a ring

police

out of the jeweller's store because she

report the matter to the poliice

buy some more diamonds

with the jeweller

catch the stranger and get her money back

following is true?



Uzit 2
4. Dox — A Great Police Dog

"Dox, you are a very old dog," said Policeman Joe.
"Today you are 13 years old. But you are, still the best
police dog in the world!" o ,

"ARF, .ARF!" barked(1)Dox. "Now let's get your birthday
dinner,” gsaid Joe. "Show me where you want to eat."

Dox led Joe down the street. Good smell came from gll
the eating places. But Dox walked on. At last he stopped
at a door. He smelled around the door and then pushed it
open. .. "Is this where you want to eat?(2)" asked Joe. But
Dox did not answer. He put his nose to the floor and ran
across the room. Then he jumped on a man at a table. "Good
boy(3), Dox!" said Joe. "We have looked for this robber
for six years. And now you have found him!" Dox and Joe
took the robber to the police station. Then Joe said, "All
right, Dox, you have done your work. Now do you want that
birthday dinner?" "ARF!" barked Dox. "ARF! ARF!" "Let's go," .
said Joe. "I'm hungry, too." ‘ ,

A city has many smells. But Dox could follow one smell
for miles. How did he know what smell to follow? Joe would
show him a robber's coat or shoe. Dox would smell it, and
then go to work.

One night, a robber broke into

(4)
(S)tried to hold(6)him. But the robber ran away.

a store. The night
watchman
The police sent for(7)Dox. Joe let Dox smell the watchman's
clothes, for the robber had put his hands on them. Then

Joe said, "Find him, Dox!" Dox led the police through the
city. He went to a room where a man was sleeping. The
police woke the man. "Is this man the robber?" Joe asked
the night watchman. "I am not sure. But 1 do not think

he is," the watchman answered. "Dox! You must be more

careful!" said Joe, shaking his finger at the dog. Dox

. 10 .



