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1. The Campers at Kitty Hawk

Introductio

n December seventeenth, nineteen hundred and three,

Bishop Wright of the United Brethren” onetime' editor

of the Religious Telescope received in his frame house’ on
Howthorn Street in Dayton, Ohio, a telegram from his boys Wilbur
and Orville who’d gotten it into their heads to spend their vacations
in a little camp out in the sandbanks of the North Carolina’ coast
working on a homemade glider' they’d knocked together themselves.
The telegram read:

SUCCESS FOUR FLIGHTS THURSDAY MORNING
ALL AGAINST TWENTYONE MILE WIND STARTED FROM
LEVEL WITH ENGINEPOWER ALONE AVERAGE SPEED
THROUGH AIR THIRTYONE MILES LONGEST FIFTY-
SEVEN SECONDS INFORM PRESS HOME CHRISTMAS

The figures were a little wrong because the telegraph operator

@ the United Brethren /'bredrin/: a Protestant denomination founded in 1800 which nowadays has over

80 churches in 15 countries. X & 62 ( BEHZMN—NBMRBEE )

John Dos Passos

In this article, John Dos Passos adopts two different literary forms, prose and poetry,
to dramatize the world'’s first controlled powered flight of Wilbur and Orville Wright,
one of the most important landmarks in human history, and to depict the lives of
the outstanding Wright brothers, who turned out to come to Kitty Hawk not for
camping, but to accomplish what had been thought impossible.

. onetime /'wantaim/ adj. MBJ

g, —EH

. frame house: a house built with

a frame of wooden posts driven
into the ground, joined across by
boards or filled in with bricks 7
B

. North Carolina ( #E ) 4tk %

SR

. glider /'glaida/ 1. FBFHH




5. scrawl /skroil/ n. EE R

6. mechanic /mr'kenik/ n. &2
I, T

7. ematic /i'retik/ ad. TRER
8. dart /dait/ n.

9. gust /gast/ n. —&

10. hockey /'hoky/ n. BHAEER

11. parallel bars: AT

12. printingpress /'printinpres/ n. Ef
AN

13. odds and ends: B &

misread Orville’s hasty penciled scrawl’
but the fact remains
that a couple of young bicycle mechanics® from Dayton, Ohio
had designed, constructed and flown

for the first time ever a practical airplane.

After running the motor a few minutes to heat it up I released the wire

that held the machine to the track and the machine started forward into the
wind. Wilbur ran at the side of the machine holding the wing to balance it on
the track. Unlike the start on the 14th made in a calm the machine facing a 27
mile wind started very slowly. ... Wilbur was able to stay with it until it lifted

from the track after a forty~foot run. One of the lifesaving men operated the >

camera for us taking a picture just as it reached the end of the track and the ma-
chine had risen to a height of about two feet.... The course of the flight up and
down was extremely erratic’, partly due to the irregularities of the air, partly to

lack of experience in handling this machine. A sudden dart’ when a little over

a hundred and twenty feet from the point at which it rose in the air ended the

Sight.... This flight lasted only 12 seconds but it was nevertheless the first in
the history of the world in which a machine carrying a man had raised itself by
its own power into the air in full flight, had sailed forward without reduction of
speed and had finally landed at a point as high as that from which it started.

A little later in the day the machine was caught in a gust’ of =

wind and turned over and smashed, almost killing the coastguards-
man who tried to hold it down,

it was too bad

but the Wright brothers were too happy to care

they’d proved that the damn thing flew.

When these points had been definitely established we at once packed our
goods and returned home knowing that the age of the fying machine had come
at last.

They were home for Christmas in Dayton, Ohio, where they’d

been born in the seventies of a family who had been settled west of

the Alleghenies? since eighteen fourteen, in Dayton, Ohio, where
they’d been to grammar school and high school and joined their
father’s church and played baseball and hockey' and worked out
on the parallel bars'' and the flying swing and sold newspapers and

built themselves a printingpress'” out of odds and ends” from the

@ the Alleghenies /&lo'gemis/: a part of the vast Appalachian Mountain Range of the eastern United
States and Canada. FEIFI4R /& LBk



60)

Junkheap and flown kites and tinkered with mechanical devices and
gone around town as boys doing odd jobs'* to turn an honest penny.

The folks claimed it was the bishop’s bringing home a helicop-
ter, a fiftycent mechanical toy made of two fans worked by elastic
bands" that was supposed to hover'* in the air, that had got his two
youngest boys hipped on' the subject of flight

so that they stayed home instead of marrying the way the other
boys did, and puttered all day about'® the house picking up a living
with jobprinting”,

bicyclerepair work,

sitting up late nights reading books on the principles of flight.

Still they were sincere churchmembers, their bicycle business
was prosperous, a man could rely on their word”. They were popu-
lar in Dayton.

In those days flyingmachines were the big laugh of all the
village-store philosophers. Langley’s and Chanute’s unsuccessful
experiments had been jeered”' down with an I-told-you-so that rang
from coast to coast”. The Wrights’ big problem was to find a place
out-of-the-way enough to carry on their experiments without be-
ing the horselaugh” of the countryside. Then they had no money to
spend;

they were practical mechanics; when they needed anything they
built it themselves.

They hit on™ Kitty Hawk,

on the great dunes” and sandy banks that stretch south towards
Hatteras seaward of Albemarle Sound?,

avast stretch of seabeach

empty except for a coastguard station, a few fishermen’s shacks”’
and the swarms of mosquitoes in the crabgrass behind the dunes

and overhead the gulls’’ and swooping” terns”, in the evening
fishhawks” and cranes” flapping across the saltmarshes”, occasion-
ally eagles

that the Wright brothers followed soaring with their eyes

as Leonardo watched them centuries before

straining his sharp eyes to apprehend”

® Albemarle Sound: a large estuary on the coast of North Carolina in the United States located at the
confluence of a group of rivers. It is separated from the Atlantic Ocean by a long barrier peninsula. fa]

REDRE

14. odd /pd/ ad). If5EFEY

15. elastic band: #& R

16. hover /'hova/ vi. #¥7E, T&39

17. hipped on: obsessed with ik

q:

18. putter /'puta/ about: move about
slowly, doing small unimportant
things

- jobprinting /d3zob'primtimy/ n. )\
FEENR

o

2

o

. rely on their word: trust them

21. jeer /dzro/ vi. B

22. from coast to coast: all over the
United States; from this side of
the country to the other side

. horselaugh /'hoisla:f/ n. hE K
EY

w

2

24. hit on: discovered unexpectedly

2

o

.dune /djun/ n. b

2

(=

. shack /f=k/ n. #i2

27. gull /gal/ n. K8

28. swoop /swuip/ vi. BARK
29. tern /taim/ n. FEES

30. fishhawk /'fifhotk/ n. £ fi
31. crane /krem/ n. #4

32. saltmarsh /'sorltmasf/ n. 558

33. apprehend /.zprr'hend/ vt. $1E,
il




34. warp /worp/ n. {1

35. biplane /'barplem/ n. T ¥#1

36.in promotion: undergoing the
process of being improved

37. patent/'pertnt/ n. EFIAX

38. infringement /m'frindzmont/ n.
&

39. involved /m'volvd/ ad). MgiZ&Y

40. at a stretch: without stopping

41. Ironingboard /'arenmbaid/ n. &
IRIR
42. chug /tfag/ vi. TEREIRE 10 45700

the laws of flight.
Four miles across the loose sand from the scattering of shacks,
the Wright brothers built themselves a camp and a shed for their

gliders. It was a long way to pack their groceries, their tools, anything

they happened to need; in summer it was hot as blazes, the mosqui- o

toes were hell;

but they were alone there

and they’d figured out that the loose sand was as soft as any-
thing they could find to fall in.

There was a glider made of two planes and a tail in which they
lay flat on their bellies and controlled the warp” of the planes by
moving their hips, taking off again and again all day from a big dune
named Kill Devil Hill,

they learned to fly.

Once they’d managed to hover for a few seconds

and soar ever so slightly on a rising air-current

they decided the time had come

to put a motor in their biplane .

Back in the shop in Dayton, Ohio, they built an airtunnel,
which is their first great contribution to the science of flying, and
tried out model planes in it.

They couldn’t interest any builders of gasoline engines so they
had to build their own motor.

It worked; after that Christmas of nineteen three the Wright
brothers weren’t doing it for fun any more; they gave up their bi-
cycle business, got the use of a big old cowpasture belonging to the
local banker for practice flights, spent all the time when they weren’t
working on their machine in promotion”, worrying about patents’,

infringements ™, spies, trying to interest government officials, to

make sense out of the smooth involved”’ heartbreaking remarks of 1

lawyers.

In two years they had a plane that would cover twentyfour miles
atastretch”’ round and round the cowpasture.

People on the intercity car used to crane their necks out of the
windows when they passed along the edge of the field, startled by the
clattering pop pop of the old Wright motor and the sight of the white
biplane like a pair of ironingboards’' one on top of the other chug-
ging" along a good fifty feet in the air. The cows soon got used to it.

As, the flights got longer
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140

15¢

the Wright brother got backers,

engaged in lawsuits,

lay in their beds at night sleepless with the whine of phantom"
millions, worse than the mosquitoes at Kitty Hawk.

In nineteen seven they went to Paris,

allowed themselves to be togged” out in dress suits and silk
hats,

learned to tip waiters

talked with government experts, got used to gold braid"” and
postponements and Vandyke beards" and the outspread palms of po-

B 27
h hthOS 5 FOI‘ amusement

they played diabolo™ in the Tuileries gardens®.

They gave publicized flights at Fort Myers®, where they had
their first fatal crackupw, St. Petersburg, Paris, Berlin; at Pau™ they
were all the rage“,

such an attraction that the hotelkeeper

wouldn’t charge them for their room.

Alfonso of Spain shook hands with them and was photographed
sitting in the machine,

King Edward watched a flight,

the Crown Prince ” insisted on being taken up”,

the rain of medals began.

They were congratulated by the Czar™

and the King of Italy and the amateurs of sport, and the society
climbers and the papal” titles,

and decorated by a society for universal peace.

Aeronautics " became the sport of the day.

The Wrights don’t seem to have been very much impressed by
the upholstery”’ and the braid and the gold medals and the parades of
plush™ horses,

they remained practical mechanics

and insisted on doing all their own work themselves,

. even to filling the gasolinetank.

@ the Tuilleries ['twizloriz/ gardens: These enclose the western end of the Louvre and the formal 17th
century gardens that make up the central-most park in Paris, serving as a prototype for public gardens
across Europe. 7€ H

® Fort Myers: also called “the City of Palms”, located on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River in South-
west Florida. i /REf &
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. phantom /'fentam/ ad. £)38HY,

BRE

108 /tog/ vt. 45+ SRR S

be togged out: be dressed for a
particular occasion

. braid /brexd/ n. F8H

. Vandyke beards: small pointed

beards popular in Europe at the
turn of 20th century RLEFE T 2L
B

politico /pa'litikau/ n. BE
diabolo /dr'azbalav/ n. Z=4

. crackup /'krekap/ n. 1SR, B
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.Pau/pav/ (EE ) B
51.

all the rage: very popular

. Crown Prince: Efi§
. take sb. up: invite sb.

. Czar /za/ n. (HRE) W E

.papal /'peipl/ adj. BLREHK
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typHoId /'tarford/ fever: {53 fE

Farman ... Delagrange: all pio-

neers in flying
snorting /'snoitiy/ adj. BEABEY

. shrapnel /'fraepnl/ n. ¥ ER3%
. stutter /'stato/ . WTMTEEGERS

cower /'kavar/ vi. #48, £I48

smear /smro/ n. $EiE, H5

. smokescreen /'smaukskrin/ 7.

(P FUERNA ) 1B
chatter /'tfeta/ n. $%%E, B

. broker /'bravka/ n. #BHE, B4

A

. oratory /'oratari/ n. &k
. brasshat /‘brasshaet/ n. ({218 )

BERR, KB

. contraption /ken'trepfan/ n. &

WHRE

. whittle /'witl/ v¢. &l
. hickory /'hikary/ n. LI #A#kAR

cement /stment/ n. B
muslin /'mazlm/ n. EL545

In nineteen eleven they were back on the dunes

at Kitty Hawk with a new glider.

Orville stayed up in the air for nine and a half minutes, which
remained a long time the record for motorless flight.

The same year Wilbur died of typhoid fever’ in Dayton.

In the rush of new names: Farman, Blériot, Curtiss, Ferber,

)

Esnault-Peltrie, Delagrange”’;

160

in the snorting”' impact of bombs and the whine and rattle of 1

shrapnel” and the sudden stutter” of machineguns after the motor’s
been shut off overhead,

and we flatten into the mud

and make ourselves small cowering”' in the corners of ruined
walls,

the Wright brothers passed out of the headlines

but not even headlines or the bitter smear” of newsprint or the
choke of smokescreen™ and gas or chatter’’ of brokers” on the stock-
market or barking of phantom millions or oratory” of brasshats”’ lay-
ing wreaths on new monuments

can blur the memory

of the chilly December day

two shivering bicycle mechanics from Dayton, Ohio,

first felt their homemade contraption’'

whittled ” out of hickory” sticks,

gummed together with Arnstein’s bicycle cement

stretched with muslin” they’d sewn on their sister’s sewingma-
chine in their own backyard on Hawthorn Street in Dayton, Ohio,

soar into the air

above the dunes and the wide beach

at Kitty Hawk.

From Tjpes of Literature, ed. Robert A Bennett, Ginn and Company, 1984.
1639 words



Reading Skills and Practice

% Point of View

Point of view is the perspective from which a story is told or, in other words, the relationship
of the narrator to the story. Generally speaking, point of view in literature can be classified into
three types:

1) The first-person point of view: The narrator is a participant in the story. The reader sees ev-
erything in the story through the character’s eyes.

2) The limited third-person point of view: In this case, the narrator is not directly involved in
the story. It is an outside observer telling the story from the perspective of one character
and revealing the thoughts of only that character, referred to as “he/him/his” or “she/her/
hers”.

3) The omniscient third-person point of view: The narrator is outside the story as with the
third-person limited point of view. The narrator can know all and see all. It can report to the
reader the thoughts and feelings of all characters, can tell about the past, and report hap-
penings from several different settings.

Read the text carefully with the following questions in mind.

1) What is the point of view of “The Campers at Kitty Hawk"?
2) Is the point of view of this text consistent?

3) Is there any sign for a change of point of view?

4) If so, what is the significance of such a change?

. Free Verse Poetry

" Free verse poetry is patterned by speech and images rather than by regular metrical schemes.
Freedom applies not only to the form, but to visual and sound effects — for surprise, thick-
ening of meaning, symmetry, repetition, or simply for fun. Lines can also be shortened for
speed, or segmented into clots of words or syllables to slow down the reading or comprehen-
sion. In a free verse line, rhythm is the dominant factor.

Compare the following two lexical pieces.

1) The figures were a little wrong because the telegraph operator misread Orville’s hasty pen-
ciled scrawl
but the fact remains
that a couple of young bicycle mechanics from Dayton, Ohio
had designed constructed and flown
for the first time ever a practical airplane.

2) The figures were a little wrong because the telegraph operator misread Orville’s hasty pen-
ciled scrawl but the fact remains that a couple of young bicycle mechanics from Dayton,
Ohio had designed constructed and flown for the first time ever a practical airplane.

| The Campers at Kicty Hawk Sy 8



The first piece is presented in the free verse poetry style, and the second one is in prose form.
Read them again, and answer the following questions.

1) Which piece of words listed above is taken from the text?
2) Can you find more pieces of free verse poetry in the text?
3) What effects does the author intend to achieve by employing the poetry style?

% Context and Other Clues

Guess the meanings of the following with the help of the context and other clues.

gotten it into their heads (L. 5) knocked together (L. 7)
calm (L. ‘23) turn (L. 52)

soar (L. 83) hell (L. 91)

planes (L. 95) crane (L. 119)

good (L. 123) decorated (L. 150)

Exercises

. Reading Comprehension

* Read the text adain and choose the best answer to each of the following questions or state-
ments.

1)

According to the author, what kind of people were the Wright brothers?
A. Reckless. B. Vain. C. Practical. D. Diffident.

It can be inferred from the text that when the Wright brothers began to do flying experi-
ments, people

A. had high expectations B. didn’t want to see them succeed

C. had strong doubts about their success  D. gave them lots of support

The Wright brothers passed out of the headlines because of
A. the outbreak of the World War | B. Wilbur’s death
C. more and more pioneers in flying D. all of the above

Dos Passos'’s attitude towards the Wright brothers is
A. suspicious B. appreciative C. critical D. jeering



