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Water at-traction

New Structure for New Uses : a Pedestrian
Bridge to Stroll along the Water

Itis in the heart of the city, as one of its ma-
jor attraction. However, you can barely feel
it, maybe on a boat, a little bit on bridges.
On the contrary the river Seine has to be
seen as an out-of-time place, telling you
the stories and history, a link through time
and space: the water attraction.

This new bridge has to be seen as a light
stroke, a thin roadway flirting with the
water. Instead of using traditional tech-
nics based on compression, it uses a new
design, using the potential of traction.
Steel cables, strung between the banks by
springs, generate a mesh on which con-
crete beads are threaded.

This fluent area enables new uses. The
crossing can be done in two ways.
Through a "perilous” one: the very narrow
deck gives the feeling of a Himalayan foot-
bridge. Through a space for strolling: the
generous space near the water allows to
sit, to rest quietly, having lunch, enjoying
the proximity of the river and offering a
unique perspective on Paris.

I H 2 # . Water at-traction / i&itA/8]; 2012
i#h =5 . Paris, France

H#AUH. Camille Mourier, Germain Pluvinage
WHEHEBA . Arnaud Malras, Frangois Marcuz,

Camille Mourier, Germain Pluvinage
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Phoenix Observation Tower
BIG was commissioned by Novawest, a
boutique real estate enterprise to design
a 123m tall mixed-use observation tower
to serve as symbol for the city of Phoenix,
Arizona.

Located in downtown Phoenix, the obser-
vation tower shall add a significant struc-
ture to the skyline from which to enjoy the
city's spectacular views of the surrounding
mountain ranges and dramatic sunsets.
The tower can be a destination event pro-
viding the unique features to tourists and
citizens.

According to Brian Stowell from Novawest,
this is the right place and the right time for
a signature project for downtown Phoenix
and they knew the design needed to be
something extraordinary. BIG has delivered
something exceptional, blending form and
function in a way that will change the local
skyline forever and will give visitors a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

The future observation tower is conceived
as tall core of reinforced concrete with an
open-air spiral sphere at its top, resembling
a pin firmly marking a location on a map.
The spiraling sphere contains exhibition,
retail and recreational spaces which are
accessed via three glass elevators connect-
ing the base with the summit and offer
panoramic view of the city and the tower’s
programs as visitors sascend or descend.
Walking downwards from the top through
a spiral promenade, the visitors experience

PHOENTX

all of the building’s programs in a constant
motion, while enjoying dynamic 360 degree
views of the city of Phoenix and the Arizo-
nian landscape.

According to Bjarke Ingels, the architect of
BIG, like the monsoons, the haboobs and
the mountains of the surrounding Arizonian
landscape, the Pin becomes a point of refer-
ence and a mechanism to set the landscape
in motion through the movement of the
spectator. Like the Guggenheim Museum of
New York offers visitors a unique art expe-
rience descending around its central void,
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the motion at the Pin is turned inside-out
allowing visitors to contemplate the sur
rounding city and landscape of Phoenix.
Like a heavenly body hovering above the
city, the Pin will allow visitors to descend
from pole to pole in a dynamic three di-
mensional experience seemingly suspend-
ed in midair.

The spiral layout combines the different
programmatic elements and the circula-
tion into a continuous dynamic twirling
space which is proportioned according
to the movement of the visitors, produc-

ing a unique viewing experience of the
surroundings. Instead of a constant width,

the spiraling promenade starts from zero

atthe point of arrival, reaches its maximum

width at the middle, and shrinks back to
zero at the point of departure.

Separation between the programmatic
elements within the sphere happens not
through physical barrier-walls, but softly
through the slope and the height differ-
ence to preserve a total continuity and
create a flexible space for exhibitions and
events.

Once the visitors reach the middle of the
sphere, they can choose to either conclude
their journey by taking the elevator back to
the ground, or continue to the restaurant
levels at the lower hemisphere. The mo-
tion resembles a journey through the cen-
ter of a planet, and a travel from the North

to the South Pole.

The base of the tower will serve as a pub-
lic plaza offering shade, water features and
a small amount of retail together with a
subterranean queuing area. The tower will
serve as a working model of sustainable
energy practices, incorporating a blend of
solar and other technologies

I % %5 Phoenix Observation Tower
#th 25, Phoenix, Arizona, USA
#IF: BIG
IMERBA: Thomas Fagan, Aaron Hales, Ola Hariri,
Dennis Harvey, Beat Schenk
MBS lannis Kandyliaris
G 1% MKA, Atelier10, Gensler, TenEyck
H 77, Novawest
S EAEIR. 6,500m?
B 2012
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A New Urban Campus for Bocconi
University

Bocconi University in Milan held an inter-
national competition for ideas for con-
struction of a new campus on the site of
the city's former dairy. The competition
formula, a competition on invitation, com-

pared the ideas of a number of the world's
most prestigious architectural studios and
also included a competition for students
of architecture and construction engineer-
ing. The panel of judges, under Archigram
founder Sir Peter Cock, chose SANAA as
the winner. The project will be built by
2018 on a 35,000m? plot.

Transparency, Closeness to Nature, and
Vision

The project for a new urban campus for
Bocconi University solves a challenging
urban condition while fostering an excel-
lent academic environment and using an
extremely energy efficient building sys-
tem. On the south there is a highly traf-
ficked thoroughfare, on the west a series of
medium-scale residential buildings facing
the large road, on the east the park, and on
the north a mixture of tall residential and
university buildings linked to the existing
Bocconi Campus. In order to harmoniously
engage such urban diversity, the architects
have organized the program in separate
cells and sensitively located them on the
site, for the project to acquire an urban
scale.

The entrance to the new SDA Bocconi
School of Management stands on the
north side of the site. The entrance build-
ing has a double-height transparent lob-
by. Through the entrance building, it is
possible to access the internal courtyard
system of the complex. At the south, the
recreation center creates a buffer zone be-
tween the campus and thoroughfare. On
the quiet eastern side of the site architects
have located the dormitory. On the west,
the master courses building and the ex-
ecutive courses building include flat class-
rooms, auditorium classrooms and boxes.
The students will exit the classrooms and



be able to immediately use the boxes to
discuss the content of the lessons. The
auditorium classrooms are organized with
movable chairs and tables to allow profes-
sors to circulate among the students.

The curved building plan follows the natu-
ral shape of the classrooms. To create an
easy way to pass through the buildings
each cell touches another. This creates a
continuous perimeter that seals the school
from the outside. All buildings stand on
permeable porticos, and the sequence of
columns, transparent rooms and trees be-
comes clear. Enclosed gardens, courtyards
and porticos are a distinctive trait of Milan,

recreation center

therapy gym area various running tragk

fitness reception agonistic gym area

aquatic area

recreation center

Therapy gymarsa__ funnirp trac

fitness

T T S

aguatic area

L &d

one that offers peaceful environments for

socializing, studying, gathering and meet-
ing in the open air.

Each cell is organized on a narrow plan, ex-
posing the interior to light and providing
large openings onto the park courtyards,
optimizing natural ventilation and reduc
ing both cooling and lighting load. Exte-
rior walls are 50% opaque and 50% glazed,
providing optimal insulation and reducing
cost. Energy strategies will relate the use of
water to underground sources or recycled
rain water.

The aim of the project is to design a univer-
sity campus where students, teachers and

master course

classrogm

classroom

visitors can be part of a thriving academic
community, with an unlimited sense of
transparency, closeness to nature, and vi-
sion. Architects hope that this flexibility
and connectivity will allow the university
to progress with unimpeded ambition.

IE & A New Urban Campus for Bocconi University
A Milan, Italy

R, Kazuyo Sejima, Ryue Nishizawa
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Into the Wild

Into the Wild is a playground design by
Openfabric and dmau which recently won
the Dutch sustainable playground design
competition organized by the Richard Kra-
jicek Foundation and Architectuur Lokaal.
The design is located in a modernist post-
war neighborhood in Leiden. The compe-
tition asked for ideas of how to incorporate
sustainable thinking into the design of
sports playgrounds.

In response to this the design concept
juxtaposes a man-made exterior with a
wild natural interior. Each place creates an
environment for a different type of play,
the formal exterior is a place for sports
and structured games: tennis, basketball,
5-a-side football, 60m sprint and the long
jump. While in the wild interior, children
are encouraged and free to construct and
destruct their own play spaces amongst
the trees using natural materials such as
fast growing willow. A small pavilion sits in-
between the two worlds and will act as a
storage space for sports and building ma-
terials. A neighborhood sports leader will
supervise the pavilion and materials.

A boundary ‘ribbon” separates the two
worlds, the “ribbon” becomes a play
landscape incorporating traditional play-
ground elements into its undulating and
curvilinear form. This form references
traditional romantic landscape park and
garden design in the Netherlands, it pro-
tects the internal wilderness and creates
a number of unique playscapes that link
the different worlds; a climbing canyon, a
hill with tunnels and slides, a pond with a
beach, a curved seating stand facing the
main sports area. This is the place where
children learn through play to navigate
between the different worlds. A balanced
relationship between the man-made and
natural worlds is the essence of sustain-
ability and forming an understanding of
this dialogue through participatory play
and creative interaction is an essential
childhood experience currently missing in
many urban areas

TE &% Into the Wild

/5. Leiden, Netherlands

5. Openfabric + dmau

TREHEBA: Daryl Mulvihill, Francesco Garofalo,
Barbara Costantino

E77. Richard Krajicek Foundation
HIEFELL 52°09'29.456" N 4°27'38.92" E
Fig: playground
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Historical Park of Medieval Bosnia
The name of the competition is Historic
Park of Medieval Bosnia and Herzegovina
(Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina). The in-
tention of this competition was to create
a thematic park, with medieval Bosnian
history as the subject. It was left to the
competitors to decide how to organize the
given site and to choose the approach. The
only limiting factor was a set of the most
important historic artifacts, which had to
be presented at the place. The chosen site
was a green area in the city center, well
provided with the pedestrian paths. Archi-
tects' design result was a museum pavilion,
which they named “timespace”.

The design was prompted by the idea of
an exhibition space forming an integral
point of the large Kamberovi¢ Park along-
side the River Bosna, in the center of the
town of Zenica. The concept was based on
a deterministic approach to history - as a
series of causes and consequences, while
avoiding falling into a trap of a pathos
ridden and artificial representation of a
part of their national history. The architec-
tural space aspires to create an emotional

communication with the user. The entry
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