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Chapter One
Brief Introduction to the UK and the USA

#"ERIIE: The United Kingdom, once the most powerful country in the world and in fact a
small country in terms of territory, was deep in economic recession after the two world wars but still
exerts extensive and profound influence on the world today. The United States of America, once one
of the colonies of the British Empire, gradually developed into a powerful and influential country
after it gained independence. With the collapse of the European imperial countries, its status as the
most powerful country in the world was greatly entrenched. For a better understanding of the
cultural background of the two countries, a panoramic overview of the geographical features,
historical development, political and governmental system as well as the national economy of the two

countries will be introduced in this chapter.

1. Brief Introduction to the UK

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, often abbreviated to the UK, is the
political name of the country which is made up of
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. In
this part, the geographical features, historical
development, governmental system and overall

national economy of the UK will be briefly introduced.
1.1 Geography of the UK

The UK lies between the North Atlantic Ocean ' Englond
and the North Sea, and comes within 35 km of the C Rl
northwest coast of France, from which it is separated
by the English Channel. Northern Ireland shares a

360 km international land boundary with the Republic
of Ireland. The Channel Tunnel bored beneath the
English Channel, now links the UK with France.

Map of the UK



EEXUHE

England occupies the middle and southern part of the main island called Great Britain.
Scotland, a country of legend with its specific traditions and way of life, consists of the northern
part including the outlying islands, the Hebrides, Orkneys and the Shetlands. Wales is a largely
mountainous country bounded on the north and west by the Irish Sea and on the south by the Bristol
Channel. In the east it has its land boundary with England. Wales is famous for its long rivers, big
lakes and high hills in the north of the country. Northern Ireland takes up the north-eastern part of
the Irish island. Ireland had long been connected to Britain but the Irish Republic became
independent in 1922 when the six counties making up Northern Ireland voted to remain a part of the
United Kingdom.

London, on the River Thames, is the capital city. Jmportant cities in England include
Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester and Newcastle. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland
with Glasgow the second most important city. Cardiff is the capital of Wales, Belfast the capital of
Northern Ireland.

Mountains and Hills

Highlands are the predominant features of Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, and western and
northern England. The most mountainous area of Great Britain is Scotland. The Glen Glen divides
the North Scottish Highlands from the Caledonian Mountains and the Grampians with numerous
lakes. The highest and roughest sections are the Grampian Mountains and the Northwest Highlands
of northern Scotland. Ben Nevis, reaching 4,406 feet (1,343 m) in the Grampians, is the highest
peak in the UK.

Landform of the United Kingdom
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In England, hills and mountains, which are mostly rugged, lie in the north and the west. The
highest elevations are in Cumbria and the Lake District in the west. The highest point in England is
Scafell Pike, 978 m, in North West England. The area of the Cumbrian Mountains is the most
rugged in England and is more commonly known as the Lake District. The Cheviot Hills are a range
of low mountains forming a border between England and Scotland. They extend 35 miles (56 km) in
a northeastern to southwestern direction. The Pennines, the backbone of England, are a large chain
of limestone hills which runs from Scotland to England, splitting northern England into northwest
and northeast sectors.

Rough terrain also appears in the Mourne Mountains of Northern Ireland and the Cambrian
Mountains of Wales. Numerous broad valleys cut through the highland region, making the areas of
discontinuous rough land. The terrain consists of rounded hills and low mountains separated by
broad valleys. Principal mountain ranges include the Mourne Mountains in the southeast and the
Sperrin Mountains in the northwest. Slieve Donard, in the Mournes, is the highest peak in Northern
Ireland, reaching 2,796 feet (852 m) above sea level. Most of Wales is occupied by the Cambrian
Mountains. The highest point of Wales, found in the north, is called Snowdon (1,085 m).

1

Rivers and Lakes : ’

Atlantic

Being a relatively small island, the
UK’s rivers are not very long. Inland

waters cover somewhat more than one

percent of the total area. The Severn, the
longest river in the UK, is just 338 km in
length, beginning in the mountains of
Wales and entering the Atlantic Ocean near
Bristol in England. The parts of the Severn
that run through England are shorter than
the Thames, the most important river in
the UK. The Thames flows through Oxford
and London into the North Sea. Its length

o §

is 346 km and it is the deepest river in
Britain.

Other major rivers include: The River

Atlantic
QOcean

Avon in the south of England, on the bank
of which the Romans built the city of Bath,
the River Tyne in the north of England,
with the city Newcastle and many huge sl
shipyards built alongside it, the River
Humber, which separates southern and
northern England and flows into the North
Sea, the River Trent crossing Middle Britain’s Principal Mountains, Hills and Rivers
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England, the Shannon, the longest river in Ireland, the Wye marking part of the border between
England and Wales, the Mersey which flows through Manchester and Liverpool, and the Tweed
marking part of the border between Scotland and England.

Compared with the lakes of many other countries, lakes in the UK are rather small. Most of
England’s lakes were formed at the end of the ice age, when the glaciers melted or created during the
last century as reservoirs for drinking water and generating electricity. Scottish lakes are particularly
numerous, and many are long, narrow, and exceptionally deep. Loch Ness is the largest Scottish
lake by volume. It is very deep and is famous for the Loch Ness monster or Nessie, a legendary large
animal living in the lake.

The most famous “natural” lakes in England are located in the Lake District in the Cumbrian
Mountains with Lake Windermere and Coniston Water as the biggest ones. Northern Ireland is home
to the UK’s largest lake, Lough Neagh, which is located in Central Ireland and covers an area of
396 sq. km. The border of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland goes through Lough Neagh.

Rutland Water in north of London is one of England’s biggest man-made lakes.
Climate

The UK’s climate varies greatly with season and location, but is mild on the whole. Influenced
by the warm North Atlantic Current, the climate in the UK is generally temperate and mild, and
frequently wet.

The influence of the ocean is the dominating factor. Virtually all year, westerly and
southwesterly winds bring the moderating influence of the North Atlantic Current inland, warming
the land in winter and cooling it in summer. Lying in the path of tempering winds from the Atlantic,
Northern Ireland has a maritime climate that is unusually mild considering the latitude. Extremely
hot or cold weather is unusual. Rain, overcast skies, and high humidity are characteristic. Britain is
famous for its unpredictable and changeable weather.

The southwestern peninsula of England has the mildest winter, temperatures averaging
substantially above those of the rest of the nation. The highest summer and lowest winter
temperatures are normally recorded in southeastern England. Exceptionally hot or cold weather,

however, is rare. The least variation in climate occurs along Scotland’s north and northwest coast.

1.2 History of the UK
Roman Britain (55 B.C.—A.D. 440)

The early inhabitants of Britain were small groups of hunters, gatherers, and fishermen. About
3000 B.C. to 2000 B.C., the Iberians began to arrive. They were initially hunters and then also
shepherds. After 700 B.C. new invaders, Celts, appeared in Britain. The Celtic conquerors were
technically more advanced than the Iberians. They were rural farming, hunting, and herding tribes
ruled by local chieftains. The centers of Celtic civilization lay in the South and Southeast of the
island.

Julius Cesar invaded Britain twice (in 55 and 54 B.C.) and, after his demand for payment of
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tribute was met, he left the island. In AD. 43, the Emperor Claudius made a successful conquest of
Britain as far as the rivers Severn and Trent. The Romans began to organize Britain as a province
called Britannia. But the Roman rule was resisted by some Celtic leaders, including the Queen of the
Iceni, Boudicca, who led a rising against the Romans in southern Britain in A.D. 61. The Roman
occupation of Britain lasted almost 400 years and completely romanized the Celtic rural aristocracy.
The Romans introduced their customs, language, agriculture and Christianity. However, when the
Romans withdrew after A.D. 410, few permanent effects of their rule remained with only one
exception, the fine network of roads which later became the basis for the main roads of modern

Britain.
The Anglo-Saxons (440 - 1066)

The next invasion of Britain was made by the Germanic tribes of Saxons, Angles, and Jutes
who came from what are now northern Germany and Denmark. By 600 the southeastern part of
Britain was completely occupied by the invaders and was named Angle-land (England).

The Anglo-Saxons destroyed virtually all traces of Roman civilization in Britain. In place of a
centralized government they established a number of kingdoms, and the Celtic Britons were driven
into Wales, i.e. , “the land of foreigners”. In 597, a monk from Rome called Augustine arrived in
England, converted King Ethelbert to Christianity and became the first Archbishop of Canterbury.
Later the English Church decided to establish close ties with the Church in Rome, leaving behind
their Celtic tradition. Within the next one hundred years all the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were
converted to the Christian faith.

In the seventh century England was divided into

seven large kingdoms: Kent, Sussex, Wessex, East
Anglia, Essex, Mercia and Northumbria. Anglo-
Saxon kings ruled with the advice of prominent nobles
who formed a council known as the Witan', the basis

of the Privy Council that is still in existence today.
The Vikings (787 - 1035)

In 787, the first Viking raiding ships were spotted
off the coast of Wessex. For the next two centuries,
they attacked the island on and off, spreading terror
all over Britain. By the 860s, the Vikings had settled
in the northeastern part of England and the area
became known as the Danelaw. The person who made
a name for himself by turning the tide of events was
Alfred the Great, king of Wessex. His leadership and
prowess in battle together with further victories by his

successors started the reconquest of the territory lost Seven Kingdoms in the 7th Cen

to the Danes.
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However, in 991 King Ethelred the Unready suffered a crushing defeat in the battle of Maldon
and from then on everything went downhill. Some years later, the Danes invaded again and when
Cnut murdered Ethelred’s son, he became the new king of England. Cnut soon became the ruler of
three countries: England, Norway and Denmark. In order to improve administration in England
during his frequent absence when he was in Scandinavia, he divided the country into four earldoms:
Northumbria, East Anglia, Mercia and Wessex. When he died in 1035, his sons were unable to hold
this vast empire together and it quickly disintegrated.

After Cnut died, Edward the Confessor became the king of England. Edward had grown up in
Normandy during the time of the Viking raids so he was pro-Norman. Edward also had Westminster
Abbey built, and he supervised its construction. Allegedly, Edward had promised William, Duke of
Normandy, the throne of England because he didn’t want a Godwin (his wife was Godwin’s

daughter) as heir.
The Norman Conquest (1066 — 1381)

When Edward the Confessor died, William, Duke of Normandy claimed that Edward had
promised him the throne. However, the Witan decided to choose Harold who had no royal blood but
came from the powerful Saxon family of Godwin from Wessex. Attacked by the Danes from the
north and the Normans from the south, Harold was defeated at the Battle of Hastings by William on
October 1066. Since then England has not been successfully invaded.

The Normans who arrived in England with William the
Conqueror were Scandinavian by origin but had assimilated French
culture. These Normans started building the Tower of L.ondon and
plenty of castles. William - introduced the feudal system in
England. He gave land and titles to his barons who, in turn, gave
him money and provided him with soldiers in time of war, thus
creating the supremacy of the monarchy. William also
commissioned the “Domesday Book”*, recording who owned what
and how much it was worth. By doing so, he could get in a lot of
money through taxes.

The significant influences of the Norman Conquest lie in four
aspects. It linked England with the continent of Europe through

economic and cultural relations. It created one of the most

powerful monarchies in Europe and engendered a sophisticated

King William I

governmental system. The French language was accepted and

widely used in the court and by the upper classes. The conquest
set the stage for a rivalry with France, brought about by the choice of successor after Henry I's

death, and the rivalry continued intermittently for several centuries.
The Plantagenet Dynasty (1154 - 1399)

The name “Plantagenet” comes from French “plante 4 genét”, a sprig of broom which Henry
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wore in his hat as a personal badge. During the reign of Henry II (1154 - 1189) the Anglo-Norman
state reached its zenith. He is regarded as the founder of English Common Law® because he
introduced several administrative reforms in England. Henry wanted to restore control over the
church, so he appointed his chancellor Thomas 4 Becket Archbishop of Canterbury, hoping that
Becket would help him control the church; however, Becket supported the church supremacy. So he
had Becket killed in front of the altar of the Canterbury Cathedral.

King John was defeated in a war with France and lost Normandy in 1204, so he demanded more
taxes and army service which greatly agitated the lords. Finally, he was forced to sign the Magna
Carta® in 1215, in which he promised to limit the Crown’s power, which was the first successful step
in English history towards limiting the power of the king.

During the reign of Henry III, in 1258, the nobles under the leadership of Simon de Montfort
elected a council called the Parliament, consisting of the Church, the Nobles and the Commons. The
role of this “parliament” was to supervise the king’s government and particularly the Treasury.
Simon suggested that each town and each shire or county should send two representatives to speak
for the ordinary people.

The Hundred Years’ War began in 1337 over the claim of King Edward III to the throne of
France. Although the war lasted from 1337 to 1453, the English and the French only waged war
sporadically. England defeated France but eventually England lost her French possessions. During
the war both opposing sides became aware of their distinct nationality. The unity of medieval
Christendom was broken. Almost at the same time, the plague, known as the Black Death, killed
more than a third of the population of England.

In 1381, the peasants, encouraged by the religious reformer John Wycliffe, rose against their
barons in bloody revolt. Soon a new series of civil wars started. It was called the Wars of the Roses
(1455 - 1485) being waged between the House of York, whose emblem was a white rose, and the

House of Lancaster, whose emblem was a red rose.
Tudor England (1485 - 1603)

With the end of the Wars of the Roses and the accession of Henry VII (1485 - 1509), England
entered a period of renaissance under the new dynasty of the Tudors. Henry avoided wars and
supported ship-building and trade. By the end of his reign he had accumulated great wealth for his
successor, Henry VIII, who strengthened the royal power but wasted much of his father’s money on
wars with France.

Henry VIII disliked the power of the Roman Church as an international organization controlled
by the Pope. After breaking with Rome, he “nationalized” the Church by naming himself Supreme
Head of the English Church in 1534. Though the immediate reason for the break with the Roman
Church was the Pope’s refusal to allow Henry to divorce his first wife, there were also political and
ecclesiastical reasons, e.g. , the growth of English nationalism which objected to foreign supremacy
and the rise of the Protestant® movement on the Continent which seemed attractive to many English people.

Elizabeth 1 considerably improved England’s position in Europe. She stimulated foreign

commerce and English colonial expansion. A number of English trade companies were established

7



