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1

Once upon a time the queen of a distant land called
the wise men of her kingdom into her presence,

“Needless to say, I‘'m grateful for your boundless
CEIRft)wisdom, ”she said with a cheerful smile, “Seldom
has your exellent judgment failed to be of assistance
(#8T) to me.I want to find out who is the most
clever among you, I have here a simple balance
and six coins, Five coins are pure gold of the same
weight, One coin, the same in appearance,is nolt gold,
It weighs a bit less than the others. You cannot tell
which one is different by lifting them, You will need the
balance to find it,”

The wise men present were silent for a moment,

“You can weigh one coin against the others, 7,
the queen said, “But then you would wuse the balance
three times, I’m hopeful that you can find it by using
the balance only twice,”

In an instant (FtE), one man broke the breathless
silence,

“I can}]”he cried,

How did he do it?

Answer the following questions,



1) When did the queen of a distant land call the wise
men of her kingdom into her presence?

2) Who wanted to find out who was the most clever

among the wisemen?

3) How many coins and balance did the queen have?

4) Were the six coins alike in weight and appearance?

5) Did the queen forbid (%) the men to wuse the

balance twice?

2

“Well, Ethan, ”said Richard Macklin, “those are the
problems we had at school while you were absent, And
here are the library books I gol you this morning,”

“T declare(&7), Richard, ”said Ethan’s mother, ” You
are a kind person Lo spend your Saturday mornings help-
ing Ethan, ! think you’d rather be playing hockey (i
). I hear you’re the best player on your team., I am
afraid that Ethan will be out two more weeks, ”

Richard blushed(fé4)and put his hands in his jacket
pocket. He did regrel missing the hockey games, But
Ethan was his friend,

“I'm glad Yo help, ma’am(3 A), ?he said, “I’1l be back
without fail(4t)next Saturday,I give you my word, ”

But the next Saturday, just as Richard was stariing
across bhe street, his teammates(fh F)came by. “Come on,

2




Rich, "they cried. “we’re playing the Rockets this morn-
ing. We need you. Il’s no secret(ix%that we can’t win
this last big contest(lt#)without you. Come ony”

What did Richard do? What would you have done if
yvou were Richard?

Answer the following questions,
1) Did Richard and his classmates have problems while
Ethan was absent?

2) Was Richard a kind person Lo spend Saturday
mornings helping Ethane

3> Do you think that Richard is the best player on
his team?

4) Did Richard regret missing the hockey games?

5) Was Richard ready to help Ethan? What did he say%

& What did Richard do? What would vou have done
if you were Richard?
3

Two sailors who had just finished a long voyage(it
#) wenl home to their village and decided to have a few
drirks in the bar there, When they had enough, thay
came outl into the street to look for something amusing
(GGliEgF i) to do, but it was a very quiet place, and no-

3



“thing interesting ever happened there, so they could not

find anything. 4

But at last; while tﬁ_ey were standing inthe markst-
place outside the bar, they saw a village boy coming slowly
towards them, He was leading a donkey by a rope, so the
sailors decided that they would have a joke with him,

“Hello, "one of the sailors said to the boy. “Why does
‘your brother have to have a rope round his neck when
‘he goes for a walk with yousp”

“To stop him joining the navy (&%), ” the boy an-
@awered al once,

I. Answer the following questions,

1) Where was the bar which the sailors had some
drinks in?

9) Why couldn’t they find anything amusing to do at
firste

3) What was the boy who appeared at last doing?

4) Who had a rope round his necke

5) Why did the boy say, “To stop him joining the
navy”, and not “the army” or“ the air force”?

1. Which of the answers to these questions are right?
( ) 1) Where did the two sailors liveg
A.In a street outside a bar,




B. In a village,
C.In an interesting town,

( ) 2) What was the village like?

A. It was quiet., B.Il was amusing,
C. It was interesting,

( ) 3) Why did the sailors speak to the boy?

A . Because they wanted him to join the navy.

B. Because he had their donkey.

C. Because they wanted to have a joke with him
4

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill
was the British Prime Minister, One day he had to go
to the British Broadcasting Corporalion(the BBC)to make
an important speech to the nation,

An hour before the time of this speech, hs stoppad a
taxi in the streel and asked the driver to take him to
the BBC, but the taxi-driver, who did not recognize(iA
i#Hhim, said he could not take him anywhere just then,
because he wanted to go back to his home at the other
end of London to hear Churchill make a speech on the
radio, Churchill was so pleased when he heard tlhis,
Churchill answered that he gave the man a pound, which
was worth quite a lol in those days.

“All right, get in, ”said the driver happily, opening
the door of the taxi, “I‘ll take you, and to hell wilth(ik
escees ] 58 32 )Churchill and his speech;”

1. Answer these queslions,



[ 3

1) Why did Churchill want to go to the BBC?

2) Why did the taxi-driver not take hims?

3) How did Churchill fee! about this?

I . Choose the best answer,

€ ) 1) During the Second World War, Winston
Churchil was the = :
A . British Prime Minister
B. American Prime Minister
C. Chinese Prime Minister

« ) 2) An hour before the time of this speech, he
stopped a in the sireet and zasked
the driver to take him to the ;
A bus/VOA B, taxi/BBC C, taxi/VOA

« ) 8)The taxi-driver wanted to go back to his
home of London to hear Churchill
make a speech
A, at the other end/on the radio
B.in the other end/in the radio
C. on the other end/to the radio

5
It is the opinion(/ifig)of my grandmother, God bless

(H)her, that all men should work, and at the table,a
moment ago, she said to me,“You must learn to do some
good work, the making of some thing useful to man,
something out of clay(jE 1), or out of wood, or metal(4

4&), or cloth, It is not properGE&@yfor a young man to

6



know nothing of an honorable craft(#), Is there any-
thing you can make? Can you make a simple table,a
chair, a plain dish, a rug (#1#), a coffee pot Is there
anything you can dog”

And my grandmother looked at me with anger,

“T know”, she said, “you are supposed to be a
writer, and I suppose(f#%2)you are. You certainly smoke
enough cigarettes (J#%) to be anything,and the whole
house is full of the smoke, but you must learn to make
solid things, things that can be used,that can be seen and
touched.”

“There was a king of the Persians(3if A)”, said my
grandmother, “and he had a son, and this boy. fell in love
with a shepherd’s daughter, He went to his father and
he said, “My love, I lovea shepherd’s daughter,and I
would have her for my wife, ”And the king said, “T am
king and you are my son and when I die you shall be
king, how can it be that you would marry the daughter
of a shepherd?” And the son said, “My lord, I do not
know but I know that I love this girl and would have
her for my queen,”

The king saw that his son’slove for the girl was from
God, and he said, “I will send a message to her”, And
he called a messenger to him and he said, “Go to the shep-
herd’s daughter and say that my son loves her and would
have her for his wife, ”And the messenger went to the
girl and he said, “The king’s son loves yvou and would
have you for his wife, ”And the girl said, “What work
does he do?”And the messenger said, “Why, he is the son

7



of the king;he does no work, And the girl said, “He must:
learn to do some work, ” And the messenger returned to-
the king and spoke the words of the shepherd’s daughter.

The king said to his son, “The shepherd’s daughter
wishes you to learn some craft, Would you still have her
for your wife?”And the son said, “Yes,I will learn to
weave straw(f82)rugs. "And the boy was taught to weave
rugs of straw, in palterns and in colors and with orna-
mental designs(3iEfEEE) and at the end of three days
he was making very fine straw rugs, and the messenger
returned to the shepherd’s daughter, and he said, “These
rugs of straw are the work pf the king’s son,”

And the girl went with the messenger to the king’s
palace, and she became the wife of the king’s son,”

“One day, ”said my grandmother, “the king’s son was
walking through the streets of Bagdad, and he came upon
an eating place which was so clean and cool that he en-
tered it and sat at a table.”

“This place, ”said my grandmother,“was a place of thie-
ves and murderers, and they took the king’s son and placed
him in a large dungeon(&)where many great men of the
city were being held, and the thieves and murderers were
killing the fattest of the men and feeding them to the
leanest of them, and making sport of it, The king’s son
was of the leanest of the men,and it was not known
that he was the son of the king of the Persians, so his
life was spared, and he said to the thieves and murderers
“] am a weaver of straw rugs and these rugs have great
value. ”And they brought him straw and asked him to

8



weave and in three days h¢ weaved three rugs, and he
said, “Carry these rugs to the palace of king of the Per-
sians, and-for each rug he will give you a hundred gold
pieces of money. ”And the rugs were carried Lo the palace
of the king, and when the king saw the rugs he saw that
they were the work of his son and he took the rugs to the
shepherd’s daughter and he said, “These rugs were brought
to the palace and they are the work of my son who is
lost, ”And the shepherd’s daughter took each rug and
looked at it closely and in thedesign of each rug she saw
in the written language of the Persians a message from
her husband, and she told this message to the king,”

“And the king,” said my grandmother, “sent many
soldiers to the place of the thieves and murderers and
the soldiers rescued(i&f)all the captives (gt ly #8fg A) and
killed all the thieves and murderers, and the king’sson
was returned safely to the palace of his wife, the litlle
shepherd’s daughter, And when he wehl into the palace
and saw again his wife, and he said, “My love, it is because
of you that I am alive, ”And the king was greatly pleased
with the shepherd’s daughter, ”

“Now, nsaid my grandmother, “do you see why every
man should learn an honorable crafty”

“] see very clearly”, I said, “and as soon as | earn
enough money to buy a saw and a hammer and a piece of
lumber I shall do my best to make a simple chair or a
shelf for books.”

Choose the best answer,
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):2)

) 3

) 4

) 5)

) 6)

It is the opinion of my gorthat: sall

men should labour,

A, grandmother B. father C. mother

There was a king of the , and he

had a son,and this boy fell in love with a

shepherd’s daughter,

A . Russians B.USA C. Persians

The king said that his son’s love for the

girl was from God, and he said, “I will not

send a message to her,”

A.Yes B. No C. not

Who said, “He must learn to do some work,”

did,

A . The shepherd

B. The shepherd’s daughter

C. The king

The king said to his son, “The shepherd’s

daughter wishes you to learn some craft,

Would you still have her for your wifeg”

How did the son say?

A.No,I won’t learn anything at all,

B. Yes, I will learn to weave straw rugs,

C.Yes, I will learn to be a king.

How did the shepherd’s daughler do after

the son had learned to weave straw rugs?

A . The girl went with the messenger to the
king’s palace, and she became the wife
of the king’son,

B. The girl didn’t go with the messenger



) D

) ®)

i)

)10)

)11)

lo the king’s palace, and she became the
wife of the king’s son.

C.The girl didn’t go with the messenger
to the king’s palace,and she didn’t
become the wife of the king’s son,

One day the king’s son was walking

through the streets of =

A . Bagdad B. Beijing C. London

He came wupon an eating place

that he entered it and sat at a table,

A . which was so clean and cool

B. which was so bright and clean

C. which was so warm and clean

The ealing place was a place of =

A . thieves and murderers

B. many great men of the city

C. the king’s boy and girl

Thieves and murderers didn’t kill the

king’s son because

A he was the leanest and it was not known

B. he was the king’s son

C.he was the husband of the shepherd’s
daughter

When the shepherd’s daughter took each rug

and looked at it closely and in the design of

each rug she saw in the written languacze
of the Persians a messsge from her husband,
gHéan (9L ul

A . didn’t tell this message to the king
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- B, reported this messsage to the king
C. wrote a letter to her husband
(¢ .)12) When the king’s son was rescued, how did
he do? :
He went into the palace and saw again his
wife, He said, “My love, it is because of
you that I am alive,”
A.You B. No
6

The old fruit-grower stood in his orchard(#[E)and
looked at his trees sadly. He said, “I am getting old, Who
will look after my trees when I am dead?”He was very
sad,

He had the biggest orchard in that part of the country.
He also had three strong sons, but they were lazy. They
never helped him at all, “How can I make my sons work
in the orchard?”he asked himself,

Farly every morning the old man started to work
in his orchard. He dug the soil and cut away the useless
branches, He picked the fruits when they were ripe. He
looked after his trees very well,

Ond day, the old man became ill, Before long he died.
After the sons had buried their father, they read his will,

There was only one sentence in the will, It was this,
«The orchard, and the treasurein it, I leave to my three
sons,”

The sons looked at each other in surprise, “A treas-
ure] "they exclaimed, “We will be rich)jFather has hidden
his money in the orchard. Isn’t that wonderful of him?”
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