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Foreword

The Gold Museum of Banco de la Reptblica, located in the center of Bogota, the capital of Colombia,
is the largest gold museum of the world. It has a great collection comprised of over 33,000 pieces made
of gold and tumbaga, as well as more than 30,000 objects on pottery, stone, shell, bone and texture that
reflect the culture and history of Indian societies in Colombian area in 2000 years’ time before Spanish
Conquest. This time the Shanghai Museum has the honor of presenting over 200 pieces of gold works
and some pieces of pottery and stone from the collection of the Gold Museum, hoping that the public
of China may take the opportunity to appreciate the ancient Indian civilization that is so far away in the
sense of both time and space.

The Indians of various regions and different periods in the area of today’s Colombia are skilled in mak-
ing gold wares. They are excellent in the techniques of smelting, casting, and forging; they even know
how to apply natural plants to the surface of gold to make it seem glitter. The gold pieces they have
made embodying philosophical thoughts and ideas of ancient Indians to the universe, to the origin of
human beings and to the relation between human and nature, contain an immense and mystic power.
These pieces in ingenious structures and various shapes have an unusual style. The images of nature
are distorted and abstracted, while the abstracted shapes are given vitality. We can’t help to think of the

impressive bronze wares of ancient China when looking at these gold works.

These artworks are precious heritage the ancient Indian civilization left for us. This exhibition is divid-
ed into five sections, including The Golden People, Fabulous Animals, The Animal-Man, Abstraction
and Nature, and The Universe of Shapes and Forms, which introduce the unlimited artistic imagination
and creativity of ancient Indians to visitors of China. Their art of gold deserves to be a brilliant part of

world art history.

Chen Xiejun
Director

Shanghai Museum
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Foreword

Between 500 BC and AD 1500, a number of societies ruled over by chieftains, which attained a com-
plex political, social and religious level of development based around economic prosperity, grew up in
the land that is today known as Colombia. This complexity was expressed in an extraordinary manner
in metalwork. The pre-Hispanic metalwork of Colombia, which was among the most varied, elaborate
and complex in ancient America, was the vehicle that was used for depicting visions of life and eternity
on masks, breastplates, nose rings, pendants, pins and lime containers, on which appear images of men,

women, animals, and a combination of all of these.

It was in the 1930s that an intellectual and scientific movement began in Colombia which set out to
preserve and investigate the country’s archaeological heritage. And it was against this background that
the first official entities which sought to professionalise archaeology and ethnography were formed.
Banco de la Republica played an active role in this process as the result of a decision in 1939 to es-
tablish a Gold Museum, thereby preventing ancient gold from being melted down and objects being
taken out of the country illegally. Over the last seventy years, the Gold Museum has built up, classified
and researched an outstanding collection of American pre-Hispanic metalwork and has disseminated
knowledge of this not only in Colombia but throughout the world, with the result that it has become a
preserver of Colombia’s heritage and cultural memory.

It is with great pleasure that Colombia’s Banco de la Reptiblica Gold Museum presents the exhibition
“Gold, Pre-Hispanic Art of Colombia™, consisting of 253 extraordinary objects from our collections, in
the Shanghai Museum.

We would like to thank the Shanghai Museum and its staff for their great interest and cooperation in
putting on this magnificent exhibition, which will enable the Chinese people to discover the symbolic
world and the metallurgical perfection of the age-old societies of Colombia.

Clara Isabel Botero
Director
Gold Museum

Banco de la Republica
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Message

Since 1939, Banco de la Republica, the central bank of Colombia, has been part of an intellectual and
scientific movement aimed to preserve, study and make better known the country’s archaeological
heritage. In that year, the Bank’s Board of Directors decided to start a collection of pre-Colombian gold
pieces, which was later to develop into the Gold Museum.

Pre-Colombian inhabitants of Colombia were at the heart of major South American metallurgical ex-
periments and inventions, and some of their techniques and symbols spread to Mesoamerica and the
Central Andes. Gold pieces were used then as expressions of social rank or as sacred and religious

symbols.

The exhibition “Gold, Pre-Hispanic Art of Colombia”, showcasing outstanding objects from the Gold
Museum’s collections, is the result of continuous academic research which analyzes fundamental as-

pects of a past that is very much alive and in communication with us today.

The Banco de la Repiiblica is proud to present this exhibition in China. We are particularly grateful to
the Shanghai Museum for making it possible to bring a testimony of Colombia’s ancient past to this
distant land. This effort encourages us to keep on working even harder in the endeavour of strengthen-
ing the links which have brought our two countries together in the fields of art and culture.

José Dario Uribe Escobar
Governor

Banco de la Reptblica of Colombia
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