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Study on the Dai People’s Reproduction
Behavior in China

Abstract: An essay on the Principle of Population by Thomas Rorbert Malthus re-
presented a proposition of “The power of population is in‘deﬁnitely greater than the power
in the earth to produce subsistence for man”, which was denied by the universal phe-
nomenon of “per capita consumption increasing but population reducing” in the western
industrialized countries in Europe. Some theories such as the Utility Theory, Substitu-
tive Theory between Quantity and Quality and the Population Theory of Transfer had
formed in the population theory circles based on this fact, which not only rationally ex-
plain the cause of “Malthus Paradox” , but also make the people know that there was a
neglect relative relation between economic development and reproductive level. More
and more scholars think that the family had the production behavior of more children
thanks to the higher demands to labor force in the traditional society of agriculture. In
China, people regard “more children and male preference” as the universally acknowl-
edged reproduction behavior, which derive from the disparity of survival environment
and variety of national culture as well.

On the contrary, the Dai people in China havn’t had the view of “more children
and male preference” over a long period of time because of their typical farming econo-
my and the traditional and agricultural life far from industrialization. In the Dai’s coun-
tryside, people lived in a society full of religion culture and they had already formed the
values such as “mutual respect, giving, self — discipline, not seeking fame and
wealth” affected by the Theravada Buddhism philosophy values such as “equality”
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“respect” , “calmness” and “satisfaction”. In the Dai’s family, people can obtain rich
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life materials easily instead of costing more labor because of their peculiar exist environ-
ment. According to the life level of agricultural society, they live a life with full of food
and clothing. The reproduction values such as helping each other, respecting each oth-
er, equality of male and female etc. and features of less children without sex preference
have been formed under the support of deep religion culture, good natural environment
and public-owned instjtution.

The paper, based on the culture principle of relativity and demand level theory of
psychology, tries to construct a frame to explain the Dai people’s reproduction behavior
after analyzing mechanism of forming less children behavior in traditional society, and
further consider the variety of human’s reproduction behavior. The results show that as a
rational choice based on the living environment, there isn’t corresponding relation be-
tween reproduction behavior and preductivity development, because the reproduction
mode with less children can also be formed in the agricultural society. On the other
hand, the reproduction value and behavior mainly depend on the social value after sol-
ving the problem of having adequate food and clothing, which means that the culture is a
decisive factor to affect people’s reproduction behavior. This paper also provides a typi-
cal case for us to realize the diversity of reproduction behavior in the different culture.

Key Words; Traditional Lower Reproduction Behavior, Dai Family,
Traditional Culture
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